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A group of artists living at 345 Eldert St. in Bushwick wants to seceed from the capitalist society. And they're looking for investors! From left, the 
group is: Edward Teets, Scott Anderson Edward, Hayato Matsushita, Jean-Marc Petit, Matthew Silver, Andrew K. Thompson. 


Their Independence Day 


Artists want to secede from capitalism, need investor 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The inhabitants of a massive 
Bushwick loft building want to se- 
cede from Brooklyn in protest of 
“destructive economic forces” that 
they say are running amok in this 
development-crazy borough — and 
all they need is a good venture cap- 
italist to fund the revolt! 

This Fourth of July, the residents 
of 345 Eldert Street will unveil a 
constitution for what they call the 
“United Studios of Eldert” at a mas- 
sive party and art show. 

After the Independence Day hang- 
overs subside and the red, white and 
blue body paint fades, the leaders of 
the revolution will hit the pavement in 



United Studios of Eldert. 


search of investors willing to cough 
up the several hundred thousand dol- 
lars they need to buy their four-story, 
former-warehouse home from its 


owner, Carnegie Management. 

If all goes as intended, the money 
will allow the U.S.E. to become a 
post- Woodstock, post-Williamsburg 
artists’ co-op where creative types 
will be able to live at below-market- 
rates in exchange for providing cre- 
ative services to the building’s con- 
sortium of investors and owners. 

“We are declaring independence 
and calling on God, other artists and 
investors to help us secure America 
for a creative, positive future and 
protect our place here,” said Hayato 
Matsushita, one of the 100-odd 
artists who live and work in the red- 
brick building, which is located on a 
quiet, working-class block between 
Irving and Knickerbocker avenues. 

The residents have not yet ap- 


proached Carnegie, which is build- 
ing a large luxury condo next door. 
The real-estate company didn’t re- 
turn phone calls from The Brooklyn 

Like most of the people who live 
in the future U.S.E., Matsushita 
holds down a day job. His happens 
to be at an architectural firm, where 
he helps create the tall, glassy towers 
that are transforming the gritty areas 
where artists once found cheap stu- 
dio and living space. 

Beating the drum of anti-capitalist 
revolution, the leaders of U.S.E. in- 
tend to beat real-estate developers at 
their own game. 

“I don’t think anything prevents 
us from competing with your typical 
See SECEDE on page 7 


BRUCE BOOST 


Assemblyman gives Ratner 
a clause for celebration 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner ’s sweetheart deal 
got a cherry on top last week after 
a state lawmaker slipped in a last- 
minute amendment to a housing 
reform bill that will shave $175 
million off the developer’s costs. 

The so-called “Ratner carve-out” 
was slipped into a tax-break bill 
passed by the Assembly last Friday, 
in the rush to close the legislative 
session. The amendment didn’t 
mention Ratner ’s development by 
name, but referred to it as a “multi- 
phase project that includes at least 
2,500 dwelling units and is being 
implemented pursuant to a General 
Project Plan” — a description that 
fits only one development in the 
state: Atlantic Yards. 

Minutes after the exemption 
passed, housing advocates — and 
even some lawmakers who had just 
voted on it — condemned such a 
blatant handout to Ratner. 

“I cannot support a bill that 
[treats] the Atlantic Yards project in 
a more favorable way than any oth- 
er development,” said Hakeem Jef- 
fries (D-Prospect Heights), who 
has asked Gov. Spitzer to veto the 
bill, which is expected to pass the 
state Senate next month. 

The “Ratner carve-out” under 
fire is a small, but significant, piece 
of a long-planned reform of a tax 
incentive that allowed builders in 
posh neighborhoods to receive 25- 
year tax breaks on new residential 
construction without including any 
affordable units. 

The reform bill would require 
subsidy-seeking developers to set 
aside 20 percent of a building’s 
units as affordable for lower-in- 
come tenants. 

Developers except Ratner, that is. 

The Ratner exemption, slipped 
into the otherwise reform-minded 
bill by Assemblyman Vito Lopez 
(D-Bushwick), would allow Ratner 
to receive the tax break for all 16 of 
his Frank Gehry-designed buildings 
— even the ones that include no af- 
fordable housing. 

The bonus will cost city taxpayers 
an estimated $175 million in property 
tax payments on the 6,430-unit proj- 
ect over the next 25 years. 

Even allies of the controversial 
project were enraged by the tailored 
tax break. 

Bertha Lewis of ACORN, who 
signed a contract with Ratner that 

See BRUCE BOOST page 1 5 



Bruce Ratner (left) received a $1 75-million tax break thanks to Assem- 
blyman — and Brooklyn Democratic Party boss — Vito Lopez (right) 


Ratner's latest 
sweetheart deal 

How did a state Assembly bill designed to stimulate afford- 
able housing end up including a huge tax break for Atlantic 
Yards developer Bruce Ratner? The Explainer breaks it down: 


What happened? 


p, 2 


A state Assembly bill sought to expand a requirement that devel- 
opers build affordable housing in order to receive a tax break called 
“421-a.” At the last 
minute, Assembly- 
man Vito Lopez (D- 
Bushwick) added an 
amendment that cre- 
ated an exemption 
specifically for At- 
lantic Yards. The exemption allows Ratner to get the tax break oi 
buildings that don’t include affordable housing. 

Why did Lopez do this? 

Only Lopez knows for sure, and he isn’t talking. 

Who benefits? 


Who got played? 

Taxpayers, who lose $175 million in revenue. 

What’s the big deal? 

It comes on top of the $305 million in direct subsidies that the 
city and state have already allocated to the supposedly privately built 
project. Ratner is also receiving close to $1. 4-billion in low-interest 
loans, plus hundreds of millions more in indirect subsidies. 


Happy 

Fourth! 


The Brooklyn Paper will close for our 
annual Independence Week vacation 

Look for The Paper again July 14 


HnillP Hplivprv Some of our home delivery routes will be suspended for the summer, effec- 
II U I II G UCIIVCiy tive next week. We will increase the number of copies available at "bulk" drops, 
mab>w! aa n*|| a and we will also add street corner boxes in some locations. You should not 
oCTVILC llld III O have trouble finding a Paper, but if you do, please call (718) 834-9350 ext 203. 


'Injured' Koby may miss 
his biggest challenge yet 


Claims jaw pain before 
date with Joey Chestnut 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Six-time world hot-dog-eating champion 
Takeru Kobayashi has been injured and 
may not compete in next week’s 90th annu- 
al competition at Nathan’s in Coney Island. 

The Great Bun, as he is known to his fans, 
is seeing medical specialists in Tokyo this 
week in hopes of curing a mysterious case of 
stiff jaw that some scribes (OK, this scribe) is 
catling “jawthritis.” 

Speculation immediately arose that Koba- 
yashi’s “injury” was merely psychosomatic 
— a possibility, given that his world record 
was smashed earlier this month by American 
challenger Joey Chestnut, who ate 59-1/2 hot 
dogs and buns, nearly six more than Koba- 
yashi’s personal best. 

Chestnut is set to compete on July 4 — 
setting the stage for a battle of the ages. 

But is Kobayashi ducking the fight? The 
legendary frank-ophile did not respond to a 
frantic e-mail from The Brooklyn Paper, but 
he did explain the situation on his own Web 
site, Occupational Hazard. 

“My jaw refused to fight any more,” said 
the 29-year-old phenomenon, describing a 
See KOBAYASHI on page 6 



THE SQUARED CIRCLE 


Planners aim to untangle Grand Army Plaza knot 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Grand Army Plaza could be trans- 
formed from an intimidating, speed- 
er-friendly highway in the center of 
Brooklyn to a calmer traffic circle 
under a revolutionary plan that con- 
tinues to gain speed of its own. 

At a meeting last week at the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch, a citizens group presented its 
most fully drawn plan to reconfigure 
the plaza and reconnect the landmark 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ arch with the en- 
trance to Prospect Park, creating a 
safe, car-free walkway (see map). 

Currently, the circle is a mess of 
misleading crosswalks and dangerous 
traffic islands that separate park users 
from the recently restored Bailey 
Fountain and Arc de Triomphe-in- 
spired Civil War monument in the 
center of Grand Army Plaza. 

“I’ve lived here for the past 45 
years,” said Rhoda Marshall of Pros- 
pect Heights. “And there has never 
been a good way to across. You just 

The group, a collection of several 
local organizations that has taken the 
name “Grand Army Plaza Coalition,” 
has already received approval from 
the Department of Transportation to 
begin the smaller parts of the project, 
which will improve safety and visual 
aesthetics, and cut down on speeding. 

Working with GAPCO, the DOT 
has approved three new islands in 
empty spaces between roads, and the 
Parks Department has committed will 
maintain plants. The islands are ex- 
pected to slow down traffic and will 
be built within the year, said GAPCO 
Coordinator Robert Witherwax. 

That was the easy part. The larger 



□ Existing IHjl New Green I 1 Eliminated F^l Reconfigured 

Green Space 1283 Space | *0 Roadway I I Roadway 


GRANDER ARMY PLAZA? The Grand Army Plaza Coalition's long- 
term plan for unsnarling the traffic circle calls for reconfiguring — and 
eliminating — some roadways to improve pedestrian access to the cen- 
ter of the plaza. 


project to completely reimagine Grand 
Army Plaza faces a major bump in the 
road: commuters. Because the plan 
calls for reconfiguring the traffic flow 
and eliminating some roads — includ- 
ing critical roads that carry rush-hour 
traffic through Prospect Park — com- 
muters may reject it. 

“What about the thousands of com- 
muters that need those roads to get to 
work?” asked one audience member at 
the June 21 meeting. “There aren’t a 
lot of other options.” 

The Coalition admits that its goal is 
not to cater to drivers. After all, the 
GAPCO slogan is, “If you plan for 
traffic you will get traffic; if you plan 
for people you will get people.” 

That pedestrian-first attitude had 
many adherents in the audience. 

“This is not an issue for drivers,” 
said Faye Anderson, a resident of the 
area. “They can hop on the subway. 
This is about unsafe conditions for 
pedestrians.” 

But the plan is not entirely averse to 
the horseless carriage. To aid car flow, 
GAPCO calls for making north-south 
roadways within the circle two-way 
instead of one-way. 

“By changing the surrounding 
streets to two- ways, we can increase 
flow and slow down traffic,” said 
Witherwax. 

“I want to stress that there is noth- 
ing ‘final’ about this plan,” Witherwax 
added. “We are collection information 
in concentric circles starting from the 

But Witherwax also cautioned 
against forgetting GAPCO’s mission: 
creating a truly grand Grand Army 
Plaza — the way it was originally 
meant to be. 

“The arch was intended to be an en- 
trance to the park,” said Witherwax. 
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A Great Halfprice Close-out! Selling in 
Manhattan for $28... $56 in restaurants! 


WHERE TO GO 



And it gets better: Buy 6 bottles and save 10% 


Their Price: $17 Our Price $10.95 



ters, clams, shrimp, chicken, cheeses. I bought up a stack of this terrific bubbly at a 
remarkable closeout price... and I’m passing along the savings to you! Why shop where 
they charge too much? Save more than 1/3 ! 

Mousseaux Mechant, Blanc de Blancs 


Save 1/3 on This Closeout Deal! 


Veronique Drouhin grew up alongside her brothers in the vineyards and the winery with 
her father, Robert Drouhin. She was the only woman in her class when she received her 
degree in (Enology from the University of Dijon. She did pioneering work with 
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir in Oregon, creating the Domaine Drouhin marque. 
Veronique is the wine maker of this charming 100% Chardonnay White Burgundy... here 
a blend of wines that brings together the minerality and livliness of Chablis, the delicacy 
and aromatics of Rully, the round richness of Mersault and the seduction and elegance 
of Puligny-Montrachet. The wine is a brilliant yellow-gold color. There are layers of 
aromas, with oaring and apple blossoms, honey and green almond notes most recogniz- 
able. On the palate, the wine is rich and coats the mouth with a sensation of velvet. 
Flavors of almond paste, roasted hazelnuts and lotus flowers, along with a backbone of 
minerals tastes and acidity. This delicious White Burgundy is selling in Manhattan for 
$18.95... but I grabbed up the last of the vintage at a great closeout price that I’m passing 
along to my fellow wine lovers... so get some while it lasts: it will all be gone 


Joseph Drouhin “Vero” Chardonnay 



211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 



Early Fourth 

Bay Ridge swings into 
action with its 102nd 
annual Independence Day 
Parade. This year, the red- 
capped Giglio band will 
provide its brassy sound. 

10 am at 76th Street and Third 
Avenue in Bay Ridge. Free. 

Call (718) 8 33-4928. 


SUNDAY 

July 1 

Punk party 

BAM's "Afro-punk" festival 
concludes with a five-hour 
block party featuring art, 
fashion, crafts and perfor- 
mances by No Surrender 
and DJ Medina (pictured). 
Noon. Clinton Avenue be- 
tween Myrtle and Willoughby 
avenues. Free. Call (718) 636- 
4100 or visit www.bam.org. 



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

July 4 July 5 July 6 



especially fond of the title 
track — it almost makes us 
miss Electroclash. Almost. 
10 pm. Studio B (259 Banker St, 
at Calyer Street in Greenpoint). 


SATURDAY 

July 7 



Cat lady 

Chan Marshall (aka Cat Po- 
wer) leads her devoted fol- 
lowers to McCarren Park's 
pool today for a show with 
Built to Spill. Let's hope she 
shows up — stage fright 
has killed the Cat before. 
7:30 pm. McCarren Park Pool 
(Lorimer and Bayard streets in 
Williamsburg). $32. Visit 
www.mccarrenpark.com. 


SUNDAY 

July 8 

/ Dork / out 

Check out the "Art 
Dorks" show at McCaig- 
Welles gallery. A group 
effort, the show features a 
number of painting that, 
according to the Dorks, 
"[don't] fit into a cleanly 
defined mold." 
McCaig-Welles Gallery (129 
Roebling St., at Metropolitan 
Avenue in Williamsburg). Free. 
Call (718) 384-8729. 



TUESDAY 

July 10 

Park sounds 

Tonight, the New York 
Philharmonic will sneak 
into Brooklyn to perform 
at Prospect Park — Brook- 
lyn Philharmonic turf last 
time we checked. We'll 
forgive the trespass since 
it's for a good cause — 
cans of non-perishable 
food are being collected 
for the Food Bank of New 
York City. And they're 
bringing fireworks — who 
doesn't love that? 

8 pm. Prospect Park's Long 
Meadow Ball Fields (enter at 
9th Street and Prospect Park 
West). Free. Call (718) 965-8977. 


WEDNESDAY 

July 1 1 

Food tube 

Camille Becerra, who owns 
Paloma restaurant in Green- 
point, is a contestant on this 
season of Bravo's "Top 
Chef." Check her out to- 
night on screen or drop by 
Paloma to see the real deal. 

60 Greenpoint Ave., at 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint. 
Call (718) 349-2400. 



THURSDAY 

July 12 

□ 

Story time 

New Yorker editor Ben 
Greenman drops into 
Barnes & Noble to read 
from his short story collec- 
tion, "A Circle Is a Balloon 
and Compass Both." We 
hope he'll help us with the 
Cartoon Caption Contest. 
7:30 pm. Barnes & Noble (267 
Seventh Ave., at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope). Free. Call (718) 


832-9066. 


SIXTEEN DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 












Permit plague 
on Pierrepont 

P arking is at a premium in 
Brooklyn Heights even when 
no laws are being broken. But 
plenty of laws are — and some- 
times by the enforcers of them. 

It is illegal to park in a “No Park- 
ing” zone, even if your car has a 
permit from the city, unless that 
area is designated for use by a spe- 
cific agency (i.e. NYPD, Depart- 
ment of Education etc). In other 
words, if you can’t park there legal- 
ly, neither can the guy with a per- 
mit. But respect for regulations is 
not stopping these scofflaws from 
congesting our narrow streets. 

“A lot of people are parking with impunity,” Brooklyn 
Heights Association Executive Director Judy Stanton says. She 
and the BHA were so outraged in January that they took to the 
streets with notebooks in hand taking down the license plate 
numbers of parking offenders. 

The Heights Association discovered that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of permit-brandishing vehicles were there illegally for long 
periods of time — including weekend evenings — with clearly no 
business purpose for being there. Permit holders are “storing their 
cars,” on our streets and not being ticketed, Stanton added. 

The main case study for this Heights-wide problem is Pierre- 
pont Street, where flagrant disregard for the rules is the norm. 
The north side of the street is clearly marked as a “Tuesday 
Only” parking area. No vehicle, permit or not, should be parked 
there on any day except Tuesday. On a recent Friday afternoon, 
I donned my gumshoe disguise and staked out the street. NYPD 
vans, civilian vehicles with NYPD, Department of Transporta- 
tion or disabled permits were parked between Hicks and Henry. 
Yet only one was ticketed — an electrician’s van. None of the 
permit owners were issued summonses. 

While Stanton, the BHA and their 22 notebook-carrying volun- 
teers tried to make a dent in 
the permit problem back in 
January, the NYPD’s traffic 
enforcement agents reported- 
ly have a “no hit” policy on 
permit holders according to 
Uncivil Servants, a Web site 
dedicated to documenting 
parking enforcement abuse. 
When WCBS-TV’s Brendan 
O’Keefe reported on the “se- 
lective enforcement” of park- 
ing rules by agents last year, 
he received “personal attacks 
and threats against my fami- 
ly” from individuals claim- 
ing to be police officers. 
There may be a break soon in this parking debacle. Mayor 
Bloomberg has said the city will re-evaluate over 150,000 park- 
ing permits that have been issued citywide. 

Homer Fink is publisher of Brooklyn Heights Blog 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The ladies who solicit business for Taze on Montague Street 
have tongues wagging. While some believe the eatery’s marketing 
tactics are overly aggressive (“Hey, man, want some Turkish 
food?”) others say the ladies are “cute.” . . . Brunch at Jack the 

Horse is in full swing on Sundays (try the hash; it’s terrific!) 

Oven, the much anticipated new pizza joint at 60 Henry St., is now 
open . . . The folks who bring you five band karaoke at Magnetic 

Field are looking for a new drummer Downtown Brooklyn’s 

most litter-strewn streets will finally get swept, thanks to the cre- 

provement District last week. Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Homer Fink 



The sky’s the limit 

(at least in this picture) 


Here's the latest rendering of a proposed $750-million revamp of the Gallery at Fulton Mall. Plans for a 45- to 60-story tower — only 
hinted at in this rendering — now call for 70 fewer units of below-market-rate housing and 300 fewer jobs than previously pro- 
posed. The mall, bordered by DeKalb Avenue, Flatbush Avenue Extension and Willoughby Street, has been a hot potato since the 
city upzoned Downtown Brooklyn in 2004 and sent real-estate prices soaring. Acadia Realty Trust and McFarlane Partners pur- 
chased the site from developer Joe Sitt in February for $125 million. Sitt had paid $25 million three years earlier. — Dana Rubinstein 


Screamin’ for ice cream 


By Beethoven Bong 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Summertime is the perfect 
time for ice cream — unless, 
apparently, you’re the owner 
of an ice cream parlor. 

Defying weeks of claims that 
he was just “closed for renova- 
tions,” Sven Lapiner finally ad- 
mitted this week that he had 
closed the Ben & Jerry’s parlor 
on Atlantic Avenue, claiming a 
lack of business forced his hand. 

“Retail ice cream stores can 
not survive with only summer 
business,” said Lapiner in an e- 
mail. “High rent, high insurance 
costs, high electricity costs, 
high labor costs are just a few 

Lapiner’s Ben & Jerry’s, 
which was between Court and 
Clinton streets, is the second to 
close in the area. A Ben & Jerry’s 
scoop shop on Court Street in 
Cobble Hill was closed in 2003. 
That closing also was originally 
said to be for renovations. 

Lapiner told The Brooklyn 
Paper that he tried to keep the 
franchise going by selling to an- 
other Ben & Jerry’s franchisee. 
Now it appears that another 
popular — and local — ice 
cream stand, Uncle Louie G’s, 



will take over the space, he said. 

John Russo, a spokesman for 
Uncle Louie G’s, confirmed the 
two sides were in negotiations, 
but the transaction had not been 
finalized. “The papers haven’t 
been signed yet — it is going 


back and forth,” he said. 

The old rule about retail — 
location, location, location — is 
certainly a factor, but there are 
other difficulties, said Ben & 
Jerry’s specialist Rob Michalak. 

“Generally the success of a 
franchise depends on the area 
and what is going on with that 
specific area, including the 
weather,” said Michalak. 

But Sandy Balboza of the 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment As- 
sociation said the specific re- 
gion has massive foot traffic 
and is great area for business. 

“I don’t know the specifics of 
why the Ben & Jerry’s closed, 
but there was a Peter’s Ice 
Cream and Coffee Shop [on the 
same block] that was certainly in 
business for a long time,” said 


Summer covers 

Starting on July 2, many branches of the Brooklyn Public 
Library will open at 9 am. And in December, there'll be 
even longer hours. Here's the Brooklyn Heights schedule: 

Library 

New Hours (Extra hours per week) 

Brooklyn Heights 

(280 Cadman PI. 
W. at Tillary Street) 

Mon, Wed and Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Tue: 1-8 pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; 

Sat: 10 am-5 pm. (6 extra hours) 


Balboza. “But we’re very sorry 
when a business closes in the 
area for whatever reason.” 
Neighbors of the scoop shop 
were also sad to see it go. 

“It’s disappointing because 
there are not many Ben & Jer- 
ry’s locations in New York and 
I definitely enjoyed their shakes 
and ice cream,” said Brooklyn 
Heights resident Faris Khade. 

John Cesario, an employee 
of the Sahadi’s Importing Co. 
next door to the shuttered ice 
cream emporium, said he’s seen 
a lot of “disappointed faces.” 


Corrections 

A story in last week’s Brook- 
lyn Heights/Downtown Edition, 
“Seniors to DOT: Fix the 
light!” (June 23), incorrectly 
suggested that Helen Pearlstein 
is a member of Community 
Board 2. She is not. 

Also, a photo caption in an- 
other story, “Schermerhom Ris- 
ing,” misidentified the soon-to- 
be-occupied building in the 
picture. It is State Renaissance 
Court, not Schermerhom House. 

The Brooklyn Paper regrets 
the errors. 





Your source for specialty toys 
and baby items 

(718) 222-4271 


THE TAILORED PET 

• Boarding 
jSf ’ Grooming 

MS • Supplies 

B • In House 

Cat Sitting 

(718) 875-PETS (7387) 
www.thetailoredpet.com 



Lunch Specials Starting at $5. 95 

Monday - Friday 
PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE 
FREE DELIVERY 
OPEN 24 HOURS FRI & SAT 

(718) 596-5900 


ORGANIC Coloring & Perms 
Open Tues. to Sat. 10 am - 7 pm 

(718) 834-1934 


With the BlackBerry 8000, you get 
more out of life by staying connected 
to family, friends and work. 



Pineapple Walk 


& Mailing Center 


Brooklyn Heights 


495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 • Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 

(Near DeGraw St.) 


Get ‘Em While They’re HOT ! . 


Featuring Weber Grills 

Season! American Housewares | 
carries the right Weber Grill 
you, in stock and ready to | 
go for your next cookout. 



AMERICAN I 
HOUSEWARES i 


■ 85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn I 

1 Open 7 Days A Week • msn • (718) 243-0844 1 


gIsatnick 


We offer quality jewelry, preci- 
sion timepieces and fine gifiwart 
at prices to fit every budget. 



FREE Lay-a-Way 
Plan On all 
Purchases 


Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 46 years 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (71 8) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 



court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 


The Secret 
to a Beautiful 
{ ■♦rd tin Is 



CLINTON HILL HARDWARE 

for all of your gardening needs 


452 MYRTLE AVE ^ CLINTON HILL 

Between Washington & Waverly 

IBR ilB 

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7 pm. Sun 11-4 pm 

(718) -237- 7827 


Pregnant 

or need a GYN Exam? 



(Ml MWS OB/GYN for modern, private and caring service. 

Metropolitan Women Service 
OB/GYN 

Angela Wilson, M.D. 

55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days ~ Evenings ~ Weekends 


B O E R U M H ] 

[ L L 

M 

j3&T c 

ffT3 

(718) 596-3333 

See our listings: 

231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 1 
Includes home-entertainment system 1 
with flat-screen TV's! $3,600,000 ; 


COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 










Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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Sweatin’ with 
the weirdies 

P eople say the craziest thing in 
the sauna. On Sunday, I en- 
tered the hot room at around 7 
pm, typically a busy hour. This 
time, it was just me and a woman 
wearing black garbage bags, an 
outfit she referred to as her “sauna 
suit.” She wore it for its apocryphal 
fat-melting power, which she 
learned about from a woman who 
lost 62 pounds in five-hour, plastic- 
clothed sauna shifts. 

“She was wearing leather pants 
and everything,” my sweat buddy 
said, admitting that she heard later 
that the woman gained back all the 
weight during a “bad divorce.” 

“He left her for a thinner woman anyway,” the woman, let’s 
call her Sauna Suit, concluded grimly. 

The story reminded me of another friend I made on the 
sauna’s wooden bench, a relendessly toned personal trainer who 
was worried about gaining weight. She had the body mass index 
of an underfed cat, so I asked about the origin of her fear. She 
explained that she had just moved to Carroll Gardens. 

‘1 used to eat cannoli paste from the tube,” she said. 

I decided then to never 
ask questions in a sauna. 

I also never respond to 
unwanted advice with any- 
thing deeper than a nod. That 
rule came about when a 
Mend’s sweaty review of my 
recent breakup was interrupt- 
ed by a naked woman who 
said that I had to do what’s 
best for me, “not him.” 

exchange, however, that 
made me realize how, well, 
heated, conversations there 
can get. The incident began 
with two towel-clad wo- 
men debating the merits of hiring a math tutor who uses astrolo- 
gy to explain algebra to number-shy middle school students. 

“Do you think it would be too flaky?” one asked the other. 
The question bounced around the wooden room until suddenly, 
everyone decided to offer an answer. Kids have to learn some- 
how, one nude mom said, a tinge of sympathy for the apparent 
underachiever. 

But another woman, with some disdain, said she thought it 
was “simple” and closed-minded to doubt the educational power 
of the age-old lunar science. I left when the conversation strayed 
to the altema-moms’ tales of parents-only “mistletoe” bashes. 
Don’t ask, don’t tell. 

Now it’s July and I expect the conversations will only get 
spicier as our sense of decorum is gradually sweated out. Go for 
a good time — sauna suit optional. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Boerum Hill activist Jill Harris is hosting a fundraiser for term- 
limited Councilman Bill DeBlasio. The e-vite to the July 9 ben- 
efit conspicuously mentions no specific race for DeBlasio, who has 
hinted at a run for Borough President and even Secretary of State in 
a Clinton Administration. Interested? E-mail Saraibrman@gmail 
.com. . . . Our Community Board 6 pal. Bob Zuckerman, has 
been hired to lead the Gowanus Canal Community Devel- 
opment Corporation and the newly formed Gowanus 
Canal Conservancy. Zuckerman has been the executive direc- 
tor of the Greenwich Village-Chelsea Chamber of Commerce for 
two and one-half years. Who says Gowanus will never be the Vil- 
lage? E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Cruise ship site a party flop 



3 pols in same 
Gowanus boat 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Hey, remember all that talk 
about weddings and other glitzy 
parties at the cruise ship termi- 
nal in Red Hook? Well, they’ll 
be sMctly BYOB — bring your 
own burners! 

Hopes of turning Red Hook’s 
gleaming Brooklyn Cruise Ter- 
minal into a splashy waterfront 
party venue were dashed last 
week when a group of profes- 
sional gala-makers toured the 
$56-million facility with the 
city’s Economic Development 
Corporation and learned that the 
high-security terminal lacks key 
catering-hall amenities — name- 
ly a useable sink and views of 
the harbor that is just a few tan- 
talizing feet beyond the window- 
less walls (see photo). 

“I guess they expect us to 
bring our own Bunsen burners 
and use water from the little 
girls’ room sink to cook and 
clean,” said one event planner 
who participated in the June 22 
tour — a step in a city bidding 
process that seeks an “event 
manager” to host, market and su- 
pervise events at the terminal on 
the 280-odd days a year when 
ships are not berthed there. 

The Brooklyn-based gala 
planner said she was surprised 
that events would be restricted to 
areas of the secure terminal that 
lack windows, forfeiting the 
“waterfront views of the Statue 
of Liberty and the Manhattan 
skyline” advertised in the request 
for proposals. 

“People were scratching their 
heads” she said, adding that she 
is reconsidering investing in the 
terminal, which was recently 
named the nation’s best new port 
by Porthole Cruise Magazine. 

The EDC has said that the city- 
subsidized Red Hook Terminal 
would bring new business to the 


area and be available to rent when 
the ships weren’t in. 

And it will be. The terminal 
will be open for non-profit events 
10 days a year with a flat fee of 
$7,500 for a weekday event and 
$ 1 1 ,000 on weekends or holiday s 
— a payment that will cover 
maintenance costs, according to 
the city’s request for proposals. 

But the director of one local 
non-profit, PortSide New York, 
said the high rental rates effec- 
tively nullified the EDC promise. 

“The prices are not feasible 
for a community-based group,” 
said PortSide director Carolina 
Salguero, who hopes to dock a 
maritime museum on an adjacent 
city-owned Red Hook pier. 

EDC spokeswoman Janel Pat- 
terson said that the tour was just 
the first step in the process of 
finding the right party planner 
and tailoring the terminal to meet 
the needs of such events. 

“The purpose of the [request 
for proposals] is for the event- 
management community to tell 
us how the property can be suc- 
cessfully used as an event 
space,” she said. 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The three Councilmembers 
who represent communities 
surrounding the Gowanus 
Canal have united to demand 
several key amenities in the 
city’s planned redevelopment of 
the historically industrial area, 
demanding affordable housing 
and low-rise buildings. 

Councilmembers Bill DeBla- 
sio (D-Park Slope), David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
and Sara Gonzalez (D-Red 
Hook) asked Planning Commis- 
sion Chairwoman Amanda Bur- 
den to ensure that any zoning 
change near the Lavender Lake 
include restrictions on building 
heights and mandated affordable 
housing, particularly on the city- 
owned “Public Place” site that 
will be cleaned and redeveloped 
as part of the rezoning effort. 

“The significant majority of 
units on the [Public Place] site 
must be affordable to a range of 
low-, moderate-, and middle-in- 
come families, with a substantial 
set-aside for affordable senior 
housing,” the pols’ letter to Bur- 


den stated. As a carrot to devel- 
opers, all three said they support- 
ed “greater density” if 30 percent 
of the units were available at be- 
low-market-rate prices. 

Current plans for the rezoning 
and transformation of the oil- 
seeped land that surrounds the 
Gowanus include canal-front es- 
planades and parks. But the ai- 
ded Councilmembers issued a 
laundry list of demands beyond 
affordable housing, such as im- 
provements to several area parks. 

The letter also included a sur- 
prising bonus for Carroll Gar- 
dens residents, many of whom 
have been pleading with Bur- 
den’s agency to restrict the 
heights of new buildings in their 
neighborhood. 

With this demand, the three 
lawmakers showed they are sid- 
ing with some Carroll Gardens 
residents, who have called for 
their neighborhood to be down- 
zoned to prevent high-rise build- 
ings as part of the ongoing 
Gowanus Canal-zone rezoning. 


Summer covers 

The Brooklyn Public Library is expanding its branch hours, 
thanks to an $1 1 .3-million bump in this year's budget. Start- 
ing on July 2, many branches will start opening at 9 am. 

Library 

New Hours (Extra hours per week) 

Carroll Gardens 

(396 Clinton St., at 
Union Street) 

Mon. & Tues: 9 am-6 pm; Wed: 1-8 
pm; Thur: 1 -6 pm; Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6 extra hours) 

Pacific 

(25 Fourth Ave., at 
Pacific Street) 

Mon. & Tues: 9 am-6 pm; Wed: 1-8 
pm; Thur: 1 -6 pm; Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 

Red Hook 

(7 Wolcott St., at 
Dwight Street) 

Mon: 9 am-6 pm; Tue: 1-8 pm; Wed: 
9 am-6 pm; Thur: 1-6 pm; Fri: 9 am-6 
pm; Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 
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Wrong way on 
Carlton Avenue 

T he city’s well-meaning traffic 
geeks have concocted a good 
plan, implemented it in a slip- 
shod way, and in so doing, have 
made a neighborhood street more 
dangerous than before. 

In May, the city’s Department of 
Transportation converted Carlton 
Avenue, between Park and Myrtle 
avenues, from a one-way speedway 
into a two-way speedway, with a 
20-foot- wide wide, white-painted 
median down the middle. 

The idea, according to a press 
release, was to “reduce speeding on 
Carlton Avenue.” That same 2006 
press release promised that the painted median would be re- 
placed by a concrete one, which would prevent cars from driv- 
ing down the middle of the street, and would allow for an addi- 
tional two lanes of parallel parking. 

For some reason, that part of the plan has never been fully 
implemented. And now, a full year after the city’s triumphant 
press release, the block is more dangerous. Pedestrians, rather 
than having to negotiate drivers racing in one direction, must 
now navigate cars racing in two. 

“We still get the speeders, particularly in the rush hours,” said 
Robert Poles, who lives midway down the avenue. “We see no 
slowing down of traffic.” 

As a car zipped down the 
supposedly no-go painted 
median to avoid a red, dou- 
ble-parked van, Poles point- 
ed out the obvious: “They’re 
not paying any attention to 
the street markings.” 

That a two-way race- 
track should be more per- 
ilous than a one-way should 
come as little surprise to 
wonks over at the Depart- 
ment of Transportation, 
which argued earlier this 
year in Park Slope that a 
one-way Seventh Avenue 

Of course, if the city would follow through on its comprehen- 
sive traffic-calming measures, which included a cement median 
down the center, it would make good on its promise to create 
two one-lane streets. That would surely slow down traffic and 
make impossible the kind of high-speed maneuvering evident 
last week on Carlton Avenue. 

But the city told The Stoop it had no imminent plans for the 
completion of the median. And so, alas, another good idea ru- 
ined by bureaucratic shortcomings. 

“We have hundreds of signatures on a petition,” said Poles. 
“If it doesn’t work, we plan to take it to the courts.” 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The city has stopped work for the third time on the skyscraper 
at 1 63 Washington A ve., near Myrtle Avenue. The Buildings 
Department cited the developer’s failure “to provide protection 
at ... the excavated site.” It remains to be seen whether the con- 
tractor can get a foundation in the ground before the planned 
downzoning of the neighborhood in July, when such 18-story 
buildings would become illegal. . . . Despite rumors, the Brook- 
lyn Steppers are not being kicked out of their Ashland Place 
digs by their BAM landlords. “We see BAM as a partner,” said 
Tyrone Brown, founder of the Southern Collegiate-style 
marching band program. . . . For what it’s worth, the Myrtle Av- 
enue Restoration Project board supports the mayor’s con- 
gestion pricing plan — as long as the mayor commits to residen- 
tial parking permits. E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 





Gen. Fowler may get illuminated if a Fort Greene artist's vision (below) is realized. 

General electric 


Artist: Light 
Gen. Fowler 
statue now 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Fort Greene luminary’s 
plan to light a neighborhood 
statue — in much the same way 
he lighted iconic treasures hke 
the George Washington Bridge 
and Washington Square Arch 
— has fallen through the gaping 
cracks of city bureaucracy. 

Domingo Gonzalez, a Brook- 
lyn Tech alumnus, and South 
Oxford Street resident, worked 
with the Fort Greene Associa- 
tion about three years ago to cast 
light on the statue of Gen. Ed- 
ward Fowler in the European- 
style plaza at the intersection of 
Lafayette Avenue and Fulton 
Street that serves as the de facto 
gateway to the neighborhood. 

Why light the statue? 

“When we light our struc- 
tures and monuments, some- 
times we see them for the first 
time,” said Gonzalez. “I won- 
der how many people in Fort 
Greene know there’s a statue of 
Fowler in that little park.” 

Or, for that matter, know that 
Fowler was the Civil War com- 
mander of the 14th Regiment of 
the New York State National 
Guard, based in what is now 
Fort Greene Park — and was 
for decades a revered Fort 
Greene resident. 

To underscore his point, 
Gonzalez told a story about the 
time he lighted the Holland 
Tunnel’s vent tower. 

“About two weeks after, the 
client got a phone call from an 


irate community board mem- 
ber, saying, ‘You can’t build a 
building wherever you want,”’ 
recalled Gonzalez. “He said 
‘Lady, the vent tower has been 
there since 1927.’ She said, 
‘Oh. I didn’t know that.’ And 
then she hung up.” 

Gonzalez wanted to high- 
light the once-beloved Gen. 
Fowler in much the same way 
(minus the angry phone calls). 
His simple design (above) was 
well-received by the Fort 
Greene Association. Associa- 
tion member Ruth Goldstein 
then hosted Parks Department 
and Department of Trans- 
portation officials. 


“It went very well, and 
everything was supposed to go 
forward swimmingly,” said 
Goldstein. “The problem was 
that DOT and Parks needed to 
coordinate, and it’s been hard 
to get that situation working.” 

It doesn’t look like any- 
thing will happen soon: In an 
uninformative joint statement, 
the two agencies said, “Parks 
and DOT are working togeth- 
er on this, but don’t have 
specifics to release at the mo- 
ment.” A call to the Parks De- 
partment for clarification was 
referred back to the statement. 

So for now, Fowler’s status 
remains in the dark. 


Summer covers 

Starting on July 2, many Brooklyn Public Library branches will 
open at 9 am. And in December, there'll be even longer 
hours. Here's how the libraries in our area shape up. 

Library 

New Hours (Extra hours per week) 

Clinton Hill (380 
Washington Ave., at 
Lafayette Avenue) 

Mon: 1-8 pm; Tue and Wed: 9 am-6 
pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6 extra hours) 

Walt Whitman (93 

St. Edwards St., be- 
tween Myrtle & Park) 

Mon and Tue: 9 am-6 pm; Wed: 1-8 
pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 

Pacific 

(25 Fourth Ave., at 
Pacific Street) 

Mon and Tue: 9 am-6 pm; Wed: 1-8 
pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 


She’s 
a star 
(fish) 

Clinton Hill gal 
schools fellow 
Mermaids 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Clinton Hill lady who 
transforms her stately mansion 
every Halloween into the neigh- 
borhood’s spookiest haunted 
house can pin 
another fantas- 
tical achieve- 
ment onto her 
lapel: a winner 
at the Mermaid 
Parade. 

Janna Hy- 
ten’s team, aptly 
dubbed “Jan- 
na’s Extrava- 
ganza: The Pa- 
rade within a 
Parade,” took 
the Judge’s Choice award for best 
costume at the 25th annual pa- 
rade on Saturday. 

Hyten donned a Cruella de 
Vil costume, complete with a 
tank-top hewn from stuffed Dal- 
matian toys (two dog-heads filled 
in for sea-shells), a black parasol, 
and a mermaid bottom. Her cast 
of merfolk — whose costumes 
were hand-made by Hyten — in- 
cluded Flavor Flav Filet, Norma 
Desmondfish, Cecil B. De Mullet 
of Seafood Boulevard, and 
Elfish. 

Hyten is not a costume-mak- 
er by trade. Her experience 
pretty much boils down to 
watching her mom and grand- 
mother sew, her home econom- 
ics class, oh, and a brief stint at 
the Ringling Bros, and Bamum 
& Bailey Circus in 1981. 

“I relined the G-strings, bra 
tops and hats,” said Hyten, who 
is “53 going on 23.” “It was 
disgusting.” 

After that, she got a job as 
one of dozens of Disney de- 
signers, but at the Mermaid Pa- 
rade, Hyten is the Big Fish. 

“It’s very egotistical,” she 
said. “It’s my one day to be Paris 
Hilton. But no one knows who I 
am. I can totally be in disguise.” 

Even better, she won without 
giving the judges the traditional 
bribe. In the creative anarchy, it 
apparently slipped her mind. 

— Rubinstein 
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Rats! Nica’s hot 
and bothered 


A few weeks ago I wrote all my 
favorite things about Park 
Slope in the summer. But there 
is one thing about the summer that 
I hate: Rats. 

Last year I saw a rat on my street. 
One rat. And I had a fit. I screamed 
and ran inside to call 311.1 made a 
rat report based on the solo spotting 
of the critter, and I never saw him 
again. Maybe 311 really works! 

According to an old urban myth, 
there is one rat for each person in 
New York City. Although this sta- 
tistic is called into question by re- 
searchers every so often, the city’s 
own Department of Health cites the 
one-rat-per-person statistic at times. 

So what does that mean for us h 
means that there are a lot of rats. And 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 




in Park Slope? Well, it 
i the warm months, the 
rat population surges and gets fatter, bigger and bolder. 

The biggest problem in rat control is the garbage. Dirty streets 
and trashy parks equal a big rat smorgasbord (remember the 
song in the original “Charlotte’s Web” cartoon, with Wilbur the 
rat singing — in Paul Lynde’s voice — about the garbage at the 
fair?). And let’s face it, we could all be neater with our waste. 

The city will come out and bait the rats, if you call 3 1 1 and 
let the Health Department know that your street has a problem. 
Baiting is a nice word for poisoning, and that means that you 
will have some kind of nasty rat killing chemical in your area. 
But at least you won’t have rats. 

The real problem is that the rat control issue is a two-sided 
sword: on the one hand, the city must bait and try to quell popu- 
lation surges. On the other hand, residents have to contain then- 
garbage, keep it covered at all time (which we cannot do on 
trash pick up days because Sanitation won’t take the trash if the 
lid is not off) and be super vigilant about the cleanliness of our 
streets and backyards (even feeding the birds is not a good idea: 
rats eat the bird seed). 

But how do you get all 
your neighbors to be super 
vigilant about garbage? It 
can be difficult, but educa- 
tion is the best bet in the rat 
situation. Once people are 
doing their part, it will be 
easier to get the city to do 
its part. If the Health De- 
partment comes out and 
sees trash all over your 
street, the agency is going 
to tell you that it is your 
_______________ problem. If the street is 

clean, the city will have to 
take responsibility for bait- 
ing. When both the individual and the city are working in sync, 
you might see a decline in the rat population. 

Rats are a part of life in all of New York, but with coopera- 
tion between neighbors and with the city doing its part, they 
might be able to be kept in check. 

The rat on my street has not shown himself yet this year, and 
with any luck (and with my help keeping my street clean) 



maybe he nt 


;r will. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


The memorial fund created in the name of Evelyn Ortner. 
an early leader in the Brownstone Brooklyn preservation effort 
who died last year, will benefit Develop Don't Destroy 
Brooklyn. The fund has already had many big-name donors 
helping out, including novelists Jhumpa Lahiri (“The Name- 
sake”) and Jennifer Egan (“The Keep”). It’s raised $22,000 al- 
ready Kudos to Norman Oder, who just won a community 

service award from the Park Slope Civic Council. Oder’s Web 
site, the Atlantic Yards Report, has scooped us a few times 
and we’re big enough to offer the guy best wishes. He’s also a 
great tour guide, by the way. Kim Maier of the Old Stone 
House got the other award. . . . Community Board 6 finally 
voted in favor of a bike lane plan for Ninth Street. The 17-14 
vote was closer than anticipated, but the result was expected. 
The Department of Transportation said the Ninth Street plan — 
which will remove one lane of traffic in each direction in favor 
of a bike lane and left-turn bays — will go into effect in July. 
Happy pedaling! . . . Wanna get into government at the ground 
floor? Community Board 6 is looking for an office manager 
who will report to District Manager Craig Hammerman. 
E-mail Hammerman at districtmanager@brooklyncb6.org. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


War ends over Minerva? 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A tightly packed row of 
narrow brownstone homes 
could end a bitter dispute over 
a notorious building that was 
once slated to rise in the fa- 
mous view corridor between 
the statue of Minerva in 
Green-Wood Cemetery and 
the Statue of Liberty. 

The developer of 614 Sev- 
enth Ave., which is on the comer 
of 23rd Street, has asked the De- 
partment of Buildings for per- 
mission to build 1 1 , four-story, 
one-or-two family homes where 
he once envisioned the 70-foot 
“Minerva Building,” which 
picked up the derisive nickname 
during the three-year battle be- 
tween the owner and neighbor- 
hood residents, who argued that 
the original project would have 
blocked the unobstructed sight- 
line between the goddess of war 
and Lady Liberty. 

The Board of Standards and 
Appeals sent owner Chaim 
Nussencweig back to the draw- 
ing board in 2006. Now, 
Nussencwieg — with new part- 
ner, Aron Lebovits, and new ar- 
chitect, Avalon Designs — 



The view from the hill at Green-Wood Cemetary to the Statue of Liberty maybe be preserved 
under a new plan. 


hopes to finally cash in. 

“We’ve waited a long time 
and we sincerely hope that this 


time it will work,” said an em- 
ployee of Lebovits, who declined 
to give his name out of fear of his 


Park Slope catches 
charter school fever 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A group of Park Slope par- 
ents that is concerned about the 
dearth of good middle schools 
in the neighborhood is starting a 
charter school that will draw 
fifth graders from the Slope, 
Sunset Park and Gowanus. 

If approved by the state, the 
Brooklyn Prospect Charter 
School will open in September, 
2008 and will boast a 21st-centu- 
ry curriculum, its founders say. 

“You talk to people in Park 
Slope, especially parents of kids 
in elementary school, and they’re 
panicked about . . . middle 
school,” said Luyen Chou, a co- 
founder, who has a daughter in 
elementary school, a son in pre- 
school, and is a long-time private 
school educator. 

Chou met the school’s other 
co-founder, and its executive di- 
rector, Dan Rubenstein, when 
they were studying at Columbia 
University’s Teachers College. 
Rubenstein now serves as the 
chair of the math department at 
Collegiate, a private school in 
Manhattan. He has dreamed of 
opening his own charter school 
for nearly a decade. 

“I wanted to create a school, 
and do it the way I wanted to do 
it,” said Rubenstein. 

“There’s all this building, and 
people moving to the neighbor- 
hood because they have kids, and 


Brooklyn Prospect Charter School 

Grades: 6-1 2 
Grade size: 100 students 

Location: Organizers are looking on the border of Gowanus, 
Sunset Park and Park Slope 

Admissions: by lottery 

Founders: Dan Rubenstein, chair of the Math Department of 
Collegiate; Luyen Chou, senior vice-president of SchoolNet, a 
developer of technologies to help improve school efficiency 
Curriculum: International Baccalaureate program (an increas- 
ingly common alternative to Advanced Placement classes) 


Brooklyn's Only Academic Orthopaedic Group ft 

Now Just a Short Walk Away... 



33 QVe6t 


718-270-2045 


Sports Medicine 
Hand Surgery 
Podiatry 
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Physiatry 

Neck and Back Pain 
Pediatric Orthopaedics 
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Medical Center 
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they’re not building enough new 
schools.” 

The Prospect Charter School 
will be open to all students in Dis- 
trict 15 by lottery, raising to eight 
the number of middle schools in 
the district, which covers Park 
Slope, Sunset Park, Windsor Ter- 
race, Prospect Heights, Carroll 
Gardens, Cobble Hill, Boerum 
Hill and Red Hook. 

“Parents have long com- 
plained about middle schools in 
District 15,” said Pamela Wheat- 
on, the director of Inside- 
Schools .org, a clearinghouse for 
information on New York City 
public schools. 

Of the seven middle schools in 
District 15, only three — M.S. 51 
on Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street; the Math and Science Ex- 
ploratory school on Dean Street; 
and M.S. 88, on Seventh Avenue 
— have so-called “selective,” or 
honors, programs. 

And only in M.S . 5 1 did more 
than 80 percent of students meet 
state standards for reading and 
math in 2006. 



Baseball Cards 
Comics • Toys 
Sports Cards 
Bought & Sold 




of 


A charter school is a publicly 
funded independent school ex- 
empt from bureaucratic red tape. 

As of September, the city's 
Department of Education expects 
to have 60 charter schools. Even 
the United Federation of Teach- 
ers, a teachers’ union that often 
spars with the city, supports the 
concept of charter schools. 

“As a matter of fact, we run 
two charter schools in Brooklyn,” 
said Ron Davis, a spokesman for 
the union. 

Once the proposal is approved 
by the state — which Rubenstein 
hopes will happen this summer 
— the priority will be to find 

Chou said they wish to avoid 
the brouhaha that ensued when 
the city tried to place an Arabic 
language and culture academy 
into an existing program, PS 282, 
in Park Slope. 

“We’re hoping for something 
that could be central, so Gowanus 
is the ideal location, somewhere 
between Third and Fourth av- 
enues,” said Rubenstein. 


Brooklyn neighbors, 
whom broke the news of the 
brownstone solution in a cynical 
post on Brownstoner.com. 

The Department of Build- 
ings rejected the first set of 
plans on Wednesday, but 
Lebovits will resubmit. Neigh- 
bors are gearing up for the 
fight. 

One neighbor, Community 
Board 6 member Aaron Bras- 
hear, said that even a “good 
thing” like a low-rise, brick-front- 
ed development should be done 
in moderation in the quiet neigh- 
borhood of wood-frame houses. 

“I am very happy to see 
something built that doesn’t vi- 
olate the Minerva view, and sin- 
gle family homes are an excel- 
lent idea for the neighborhood,” 
said the activist. “But I think he 
is trying to fit too many of them 
[on the site].” 

Brashear said that the 
garage-fronted homes would 
“eliminate all the street park- 
ing” on the block and violate 
local zoning law, which man- 
dates 34 feet between each curb 
cut. He also said the developer 
was not allocating enough room 
for the rear yards of the homes, 
again violating zoning code. 


RELIGIOUS 
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Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


Shabbat Shalom! 

B'nai Avrajiam 


Candle 


OPEN „ 

7 DAYS! DUGOUT 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 


Lighting 

Shabbat Balak 

Fri., June 29, before 8:13 pm 

Shabbat Pinchas 

Fri., July 6, before 8:12pm pm 

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 


Park Slope's Egalitarian, 

768-1453 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 



Attention: 

Cruise^ Lovers. 


Why Book With A Cruise Planner? 

Cruises are Our ONLY Business 
Tremendous National Buying Power 
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Cruise 

For Best Values Afloat Call Kenneth Chow-Cruise Specialist 
'Turn your travel dreams into life now" 
718 . 380.1988 1 . 800 . 839.7135 

kchow@cruiseplanners.com 
www.cheapcruisesforsale.com 


Every Shabbat is 
Open House at 
Union Temple 

The Union Temple family is happy to 
welcome you anytime, on Shabbat or any 
of our other events including adult Ed 
classes, film screenings, family programs 
and more. 

Find out more. Just e-mail or give us a call 
to receive our monthly schedules. 

We look forward to meeting you! 

July and August 

Friday Night Shabbat Services 8:15 pm 

First Friday each month 6:30 pm 

Saturday Morning Service 10:30 pm 


UNIONTEMPLE 

17 Eastern Parkway 


718-638-7600 

www.uniontemple.orq 

uniontemple@uniontempre.org 
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Puppy Paradise * com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 
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EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
\ X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 
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332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • D1MB 
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Betsy 

Public Advocate 

As Public Advocate for the City of New York, it is my job to help you. 
I can cut through the city's red tape and solve your probelms- 

i big and small. 


I can help: 

- Parents get the schools services their child needs; 

- Tenants obtain repairs for dangerous living conditions and 
handle problems with heat and hot water; 

- Seniors access energy assistance, rent increase 
exemptions and low-cost transportation. 


By helping with your individual problem, I help improve access to 

services for New Yorkers. 


MISSION 

STATEMENT: 


WE ARE 

THE BEST PART 


01' mill DAY, 

EVERYDAY. 



BACK FROM SCHOOL 
Wli WANT Y0U1 

JOIN FOR TIIE SUMMER 
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HARBOR 


PARK SLOPE 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:718.965.6200 
OPEN 24HRS 




www.harborfitness.com 


BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVI. BROOKLYN 
1:718.238.9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


Good at any location. 


DAY 

try-all 

PASS 


Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Exp. Date: 



Must be 18 years of age or older. Local residents with 
valid driver’s license. Not valid if free trial has been 
used in past 1 2 months. For first time guest only. 


Summer covers 

After years of complaints from book lovers, the Brooklyn 
Public Library will finally expand its branch hours, thanks to 
an $1 1 .3-million bump in this year's budget Currently, 
many of the library's 60 branches are only open in the after- 
noons — and then, only until 6 pm — making it difficult for 
anyone with a job to access the system's 4.5-million-book 
collection. Even worse, most libraries are closed on Sun- 
days. But starting on July 2, many branches will start open- 
ing at 9 am. And in December, there'll be even longer 
hours. Here's how the libraries in our area shape up (hours 
for the Central Branch on Grand Army Plaza remain the same: 
Mondays, 9 am-6 pm; Tuesdays, 9 am-9 pm; Wednesdays, 9 
am-9 pm; Thursdays, 9 am-9 pm; Fridays, 9 am-6 pm; and 
Saturdays, 1 0 am-6 pm). Happy reading! 

Library 

New Hours (Extra hours per week) 

Park Slope 

(431 6th Ave., at 
Ninth Street) 

Mon: 9 am-6 pm; Tue: 1 -8 pm; Wed 
and Friday: 9 am-6 pm; Thur: 1-6 
pm; Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm (6 extra hours) 

Windsor Terrace 

(1 60 E. 5th St. at Ft. 
Hamilton Parkway) 

Mon: 1 -8 pm; Tue: 9 am-6 pm; 
Wed: 9 am-6 pm; Thur: 1-6 pm; Fri: 
9 am-6 pm; Sat: 1 0 am-5 pm (9) 

Kensington (410 Dit- 
mas Ave., between 
East Fourth and East 
Fifth streets) 

Mon: 9 am-6 pm; Tue: 1-8 pm; 
Wed: 9 am-6 pm; Thur: 1-6 pm; Fri: 
9 am-6 pm; Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm (6) 


Building is 
hit twice 
in one day 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Sometimes, you don’t even have to leave your apartment to 
get robbed — though sometimes you do. 

The same Eighth Avenue building was hit twice on June 19 — 
and one victim told cops that he was in another room of the apart- 
ment when the robbery occurred. 

In that odd case, the man said he left his bedroom at around 8:30 
pm — and when he returned two hours later, he noticed that some- 
one had ransacked the room and $800 was missing from a dresser 

The 47-year-old victim told cops that the burglar must have come 
through the open window. 

Hours later, cops got an- 
other call from a different res- 
ident of the same building, 
which is at Fifth Street. In this 
case, the man had left the 
building at 9:30 am. When he 
returned about 16 hours later, 
he found that his bedroom had also been ransacked. 

The 33-year-old man did not specify what items ' 

Diner dash 



A thief swiped the handbag of a woman who had been having 
dinner at a Carroll Street restaurant on June 21 . 

The woman told cops that she had not been paying attention to 
her purse while she ate at around 8:30 pm at the joint, which is be- 
tween Seventh and Eighth avenues. 

The 30-year-old victim said she lost a cellphone, credit cards and 
a Metrocard, but no values were given by police. 

Nighttime rob 

You’ve got to know when to hold them, know when to hold 
them, know when to walk away, know when to ran. But the most 
important auvice in that famed Kenny Rogers song is this: You nev- 
er count your money when you’re sitting at the table. 

One 24-year-old man should have applied that advice to the mean 
streets near Fourth Avenue on June 18, because as he was counting 
his cash, a man came over with a black handgun and took the mon- 
ey right out of his hand. 

The Red Hook man had been walking between Ninth and 10th 
Streets at around 10 pm and counting out his $150 when the gun- 
man came over and swiped the cash. 

The perp, who was described as a 32-year-old white Hispanic 
man,5-foot-ll, 165 pounds with short wavy hair, fled down Ninth 
Street towards Third Avenue, cops said. 

Bagel bash 

A thug tried to take a man’s wallet right out of his hand at a Fifth 
Avenue bagel store, but when the man resisted, the perp hauled off 
and punched him three times in the face — but the would-be thief 
never got his money or his bagel, as cops quickly arrested him. 

The action started at around 4 pm on June 23, when the Virginia 
man was waiting on line at the bagelry, which is at Carroll Street. 
That’s when the thief made a grab for the wallet — and when he 
failed to get it, started punching the 22-year-old victim. 

Cops got to the scene while the perp was still there, police said. 
The victim was not injured. 

No damage 

A thief tried to get inside a building on Union Street on June 18, 
but he didn’t make it. 

A resident of the building noticed scrape marks on the front door 
of her brownstone, which is between Sixth and Seventh avenues. 

Not wheely bad 

At least one car was stolen and another broken into last week on 
Slope streets — far less than the seven vehicle robbery spree in our 
last issue. 

The stolen car, a 1996 Ford Explorer, had been parked on Warren 
Street between Third and Fourth avenues on June 23 at 11 pm. 
When the 33-year-old owner returned to it the next day, it was gone. 

The other car was broken into on June 20. The 34-year-old owner 
had parked it in the lot of a large hardware store next to the 
Gowanus Canal at around 1 1 :40 am. When she returned just a half- 
hour later, she found the passenger window broken and her iPod and 
various credit cards missing. 

Sleeping booty 

An elderly man from Minnesota lost his cellphone and wallet to 
a thief after he fell asleep on a Bay Ridge-bound R train on June 23. 

The 84-year-old told cops that he entered the subway system at the 
City Hall stop in Manhattan at around 7:30 am and, once onboard the 
train, promptly fell asleep. 

When he woke up at the Pacific Street station, he noticed that his 
rear pocket had been slashed open and his possessions had been tak- 


The wallet contained various credit cards. 


LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 



Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts For Senior Citizens • Transportation provided if eligible 

9th Street OpticaC 


332 9th Street • Brooklyn ,,„ Q . qce or/ 1 R 
(between 5th & 6th Ave.) (718 ' 
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Cell tower wars 
in Bay Ridge 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 




Matthew Lysiak 

re doing and they wouldn’t 


T enants of an 81st Street apart- 
ment building are up in arms 
over the installation of more 
cellphone equipment on the roof of 
their building — and now want 
someone to give them some say 
over where cellphone carriers in- 
stall their antennas. 

The trouble began several years 
ago, when the owner of the build- 
ing at 301 81st St. installed several 
antennas atop the building. 

But last Friday, residents of the 
radio active complex noticed a 
crane attaching even more equip- 
ment to the roof. 

“I asked the workers what they wei 
tell me,” said Ernie Hornsey, a resident of the building since 
1945. “They tried to sneak it up there without anyone knowing 
what was going on and now the whole block is furious.” 

Tenants filed complaints with the Department of Building 
against the owner, Gus Sideratos, for “storing heavy equipment 
on top of roof,” but the complaints were dismissed after an in- 
spection. 

Sideratos may have been unavailable for comment — but his 
actions aren’t without reason. 

Cellphone companies pay building owners big bucks in ex- 
change for a little rooftop space — and most residents enjoy the 
full bars on their phone and the flush cash in their building’s 
general fund. 

But there is so much cellular equipment all over the neighbor- 
hood — and virtually no advance warning about its placement 
— that residents are revolting. 

“I have heard that these towers can cause cancer, and that is 
what a lot of people are concerned about,” added Hornsey. 

At this point in the column attentive Ridge residents might 
begin feeling some deja-vu. 

That’s because it has been barely 18-months since parents of 
St. Anselm's School fought the construction of a Sprint/Nextel 
tower to be placed atop a nearby building at 8300 Fourth Ave. 
As in the 81st Street building, parents at the school didn’t know 
that the tower was coming until a crane showed up late one 

The public uproar caught 
the attention of state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) 
who quickly intervened. 

“For companies to come 
in the dark of the night and 
simply erect these towers is 
unacceptable,” said Golden. 
“Communities should not 
have to wake up and find 
that a cellphone tower was 
placed near their school or 
their home.” 

Golden even pushed for 
legislation that would have 
prohibited the erection of 
cellular towers and antennas within 500 feet of schools through- 
out New York City — but the bill never became a law. 

But for parents at St. Anselm’s, they gladly took a loss in that 
battle for a victory in their tower war. 

That’s because although the bill may have been defeated, par- 
ents did gamer enough negative publicity to force Sprint to halt 
construction of the antennas. 

Now the angry 81st Street residents are going to use the same 
textbook to force their landlord to take down all the equipment 
amassed above their heads. 

They are signing petitions, calling their pols, and even con- 
tacted the local media (hi, everyone!) to help get the word out. 

“We are looking to bring this to people’s attention,” said 
Hornsey. “All we are asking for is to have a discussion about the 
effects these towers will have on the neighborhood.” 

The phone at Councilman Vince Gentile’s (D-Bay Ridge) of- 
fice has been ringing off the hook over the issue and it is going 
to be brought up at the next meeting of Community Board 10 
(which is currently enjoying its summer vacation now). 

It looks like another tower war is coming to Bay Ridge. 

Of course, Yellow Hooker can’t find one study that validates 
community concerns that cellphone towers actually hurt peo- 
ple’s health (not that I want one on my roof). That said, I am 
gracious enough to offer one sure-fire way for residents to rid 
our neighborhoods of these towers: throw your cellphone in the 
garbage. 

Can you hear me now? I didn’t think so. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

If you find your street overrun by teens dressed as Goths, don’t 
worry — you didn’t take a wrong turn and end up in the Village, 
it is only Harry Potter Night, sponsored by state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge). The magic begins at 8 pm in front of 
Bookmark Shoppe, at 8415 Third Ave., and concludes at mid- 
night Friday, July 20 (12:01 am on Saturday, July 21), with the re- 
lease of “Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.”. . . On July 10, 
the Strictly '60s will be playing, what else?, classic ’60s music 
at a free concert at 79th Street and Shore Road. Bring a blanket. 
. . . Nouvelle located at 87 16 Third Ave., has a great eel sushi, 
but it is the last time our source attempts to order a margarita at an 
Asian fusion restaurant! ... Brooklyn's new Republican Party 
Chairman Craig Eaton is trying to rebuild the GOP from the 
ground up, and is starting in cyberspace with a new Web site 
www.brooklyngop.com. And Eaton says he’ll launch the organi- 
zation’s “School of Politics” in the next six months. Can President 
Bush take a refresher course? ... It may be early, but Bay Ridge is 



in’s Bay Ridge Obama Headquarters (also known as their 
apartment), at 7911 Fifth Ave. What’s next, a Ron Paul Fan Club? 
Any man who goes after Rudy the way he does will certainly get 

' ' E-mailStoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Home Depot developer stands 
there and takes it from CB10 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Developer Andrew Kohen 
— who wants to build a new 
Home Depot and hundreds of 
units of lucrative housing 
along a vacant Bay Ridge rail 
yard — was forced to stand 
silently for an hour as mem- 
bers of Community Board 10 
committee slammed him as 
greedy on Monday night. 

And then, in the end, the com- 
mittee voted against Kohen’s re- 
quest for a zoning change on the 
commercial land in the rail yard 
at 62nd Street and Eighth Av- 
enue. The developer has already 
cleared the land, but needs the re- 
zoning so he can build the prof- 
itable residential units in the 
complex, which would consist of 
an 11 -story building with 216 
apartments (43 of which will be 
below-market-rate), office space, 
and the lOOjOOO-square-foot Hoe 
Depot. 

The vote by CB 10’s land-use 
committee came after board 
members took their best shots 
at the developer, who was 
asked to stand by silently. 

The two main points of con- 
tention were the height of the 
building, and the cost of the so- 
called “affordable” housing. Ko- 
hen said a three-bedroom afford- 
able unit would cost $ 1 ,700 per 
month. 

One member called that rent 
market rate. 

“That’s what we are paying 
now, [so] how is that afford- 
able?” one member asked. “This 
is nothing except for you trying 
to make a profit.” 

Kohen will be eligible for a 
tax abatement, a government 
subsidy for developers who in- 
clude low-income housing in 
their buildings. He defended his 
right to make a profit. 

“I am walking on thin ice,” 
Kohen said. “At the end of the 
day, if there is no profit, what is 
the incentive for me?” 

Making a profit is one thing, 
but committee members ac- 
cused Kohen of greed. 

“Isn’t that what this is all 
about?” asked board member — 
and former congressional candi- 
date — Steve Harrison. “You 
are going to be getting subsidies 
when my constituents will not. 
This looks like a win for you 
and a loss for the community.” 

Harrison also complained 




24 hour security 

Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 


1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: ( 718 ) 946-9200 
Fax: ( 718 ) 266-0888 


Standing room only: Developer Andrew Kohen (left) pitches a packed crowd at Community 
Board 10 on his plan to build a Home Depot — and residences — on Eighth Avenue (see 
photo, below). 
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that Kohen ignored the board’s 
earlier request for a decrease in 
the building’s height. 

“I just have to say, I am baf- 
fled by you,” said Harrison. 
‘Two years ago, you came to us 
asking for approval and we told 
you to do something about the 
size, then you come back again 
without making any changes.” 

To add insult to insults, Ko- 
hen also found himself attacked 
by Community Board 7 Chair- 
man Randy Peers, who stopped 
by to offer his disapproval. 

“All the feedback I am get- 
ting is very negative,” said Peers. 

It wasn’t all bad. Land-use 
committee Chairwoman Joanne 
Seminara offered kind words 
— then withheld her support. 

“You are a quality developer 
who builds good buildings,” 
said Seminara. “I know you are 
disappointed. But when I look 
at traffic, overcrowding, and the 


height of this building, I cannot 
give my support top this plan. 

When the exasperated Kohen 
was finally allowed to speak, he 
offered a compromise — though 
it didn’t appease the beast. 

“I have heard the wishes of 
this honorable committee and I 
will take a floor off the build- 
ing,” Kohen said, before being 
interrupted by one angry board 
member. 

“Yeah, take off the pent- 
house,” said board member 
Ron Gross. 

Kohen soldiered on. “Noth- 
ing in the law compels me to 
[include the affordable hous- 
ing],” said Kohen, as some 
members rolled their eyes. “I 
took a big chance and volun- 
teered to do this.” 

Kohen’s one ally in the 
room, CB10 Chairman Dean 
Rasinya, warned that if the 
board didn’t work with Kohen, 
the city could rezone the land 
anyway, giving CB10 no nego- 
tiating power. 

“Listen, this is a hole in the 
ground,” said Rasinya. “If the 
city changes the zoning, we will 
have no control, and the truth 
is, we can always use the jobs 
and housing.” 

Community Board 10 mill 
have one more meeting on the 
subject, on July 11, at a location 
to be determined. Call (718) 
745-6827 for information. 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 


*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 

*with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
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Councilman 

Vincent Gentile, 

Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Libraries, proudly announces city 
funding for 6 days of library services 
in every library, in every community 
in every borough. The process starts 
next month. Hooray! 


NEW YORK JBRARY ASSOCIATION 

The Voice o^p Library Community 
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0, brother, where art thou? In the hospital 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


Where’s the love, brother? 

Two brothers got into an argu- 
ment that turned bloody on June 
21 when the older sibling pulled 
a knife on his baby brother. 

It’s unclear what started the 
1 1 pm turmoil inside the apart- 
ment, which is on Third Avenue 
near 87th Street, but at one point, 
the older man slashed his 
younger brother across the chest. 

The victim was rushed to the 


hospital, where he was treated 
for minor injuries . The older broth- 
er was arrested on assault charges. 

Brass knuckles 

A 17-year-old was assaulted 
in his apartment, on 13th Avenue 
near 63rd Street, on June 23. 

The beat-down went down at 
around 7 pm, when an unknown 
perp came in armed with a knife 
and a set of brass knuckles. 

The bully, described as in his 
early 20s, jabbed the boy a few 
times with the knife before strik- 
ing him in the left cheek with his 
brass weaponry, said cops. 

The boy sustained minor in- 
juries and was treated at a hospital. 


Fireworks grab 

A Fifth Avenue storeowner 
was arrested on June 15 for al- 
legedly using his store as a front 
to sell black market fireworks. 

After receiving a tip, police 
sent two undercover officers to 
store, which is near 76th Street, 
on two separate days to purchase 
the illegal fireworks — prompt- 
ing law enforcement to apply for 
the search warrant. 

Apartment rob 

A Marine Avenue apartment 
was robbed while its resident was 
off doing errands on June 22. 

The heist went down at 
around 7:30 pm. When the 36- 


year-old victim returned an hour 
later to the apartment, which is 
near 83rd Street, he found that 
his Toshiba stereo, valued at 
$150, had been stolen. 

Malpractice 

A woman’s purse was stolen 
as she sat in the waiting room of 
a medical facility, on Third Av- 
enue near 76th Street, on June 21 . 

The swiper struck around 
1:15 pm while the 66-year-old 
victim was waiting for a doctor. 
But when her name was finally 
called, she noticed her purse had 
been stolen, said cops. 

The thief made off with her 
credit cards and $150. 


Pathfinder lost 

A 2003 Nissan Pathfinder was 
stolen from a parking space on 
Fifth Avenue on June 22. 

The car had been left on the 
avenue, near 73rd Street, some- 
time around 6:30 pm. When the 
car’s owner went back outside 
less than two hours later, he 
found the car was gone. 


62nd Precinct 


Tool swipe 

A construction company had 
its white van broken into and 
robbed after leaving it in a Bay 
Parkway parking lot overnight 


on June 26. 

Workers of the company re- 
turned to the van, which was 
parked near Cropsey Avenue, the 
following night at around 10 pm, 
when they discovered that perps 
had smashed a passenger-side 
window, and lifted their expen- 
sive drills, remotes and power 
kits, police said. 

Parking lot rob 

A woman left her car in an 
86th Street municipal parking 
lot, but when she returned to it, 
her pocketbook had been stolen 
from the front seat. 

The break-in occurred on 
June 24, at around 5 am, in the 
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parking lot, which is near Bay 
13th Street. The 35-year-old re- 
turned to the car find a shattered 
passenger side window, and her 
bag that contained $1,500 along 
with her credit and debit cards 
stolen, police said. 

Car running 

A46-year-old man had his car 
stolen in front of his very eyes 
after leaving it parked — and 
running — as he went into a 
Benson Avenue convenience 
store on June 23. 

The victim left the 1999 gray 
BMW 740 parked near Bay 14th 
Street. At around 8:30 pm, he 
came out of the store to see 
someone driving off with his car, 
police said. 

The vehicles plates are 
DCV-1907. Cops are asking all 
residents to be on the lookout. 

Reading rob 

A conniving thief sneaked be- 
hind the counter of an 86th 
Street bookstore to steal the 
storeowner ’s wallet while she 
was swamped with customers on 
June 23. 

The thievery took place with- 
in the bookstore, which is near 
19th Avenue, at around 7 pm. 
The storeowner told police that 
she saw the perp go behind the 
counter, take the wallet, and flee. 


Pooch pilfered 

A woman’s prized Pomeran- 
ian was pinched as both were 
walking along Bay Parkway on 
June 20. 

The dog was stolen near 
Cropsey Avenue at around 7:30 
am. The victim had been holding 
the pooch in a carrying case, al- 
lowing the thug to swoop in and 
snatch the white and orange 
beauty, police said. 

Tag team 

An 18-year-old was robbed 
by two thugs on 79th Street as he 
was walking home on June 20. 

The perps approached the vic- 
tim near 17th Avenue at around 
noon. The first thug shouted 
“Don’t move or I will shoot,” 
while the other went through the 
victim’s pockets, taking $51 and 
a cellphone, police said. 

Street fare 

A woman had her wallet 
stolen after being bumped and 
pushed in a crowded 86th Street 
fair on June 10. 

The 47 -year-old victim no- 
ticed her wallet was stolen at 
around noon, when she reached 
the end of the fair near 21st Av- 
enue. The pickpocket had gotten 
away with $200, plus credit and 
debit cards, police said. 


Summer covers 

After years of complaints from book lovers, the Brooklyn 
Public Library will finally expand its branch hours, thanks to 
an $1 1 .3-million bump in this year's budget. Currently, many 
of the library's 60 branches are only open in the afternoons 
— and then, only until 6 pm — making it difficult for anyone 
with a job to access the system's 4.5-million-book collection. 
Even worse, most libraries are closed on Sundays. But start- 
ing on July 2, many branches will start opening at 9 am. And 
in December, there'll be even longer hours. Here's how the 
libraries in your area shape up. Happy reading! 

Library 

New Hours (Extra hours per week) 

(8202 13th Ave., at 
82nd Street) 

Mon, Tues, Wed: 9 am-6 pm; 
Thurs: 1-8 pm; Fri: 1-6 pm; 

Sat: 10 am-5 pm. (9 extra hours) 

Fort Hamilton 

(9424 Fourth Ave., 
at 94th Street) 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Tue: 1-8 pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 

New Utrecht 

(1743 86th St, at 
Bay 1 7th Street) 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Tue: 1-8 pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 

Bay Ridge 

(7223 Ridge Blvd., 
at 73rd Street) 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Tue: 1-8 pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 

McKinley Park 

(6802 Ft. Hamilton 
Pkwy., at 68th Street) 

Mon, Wed, Fri: 9 am-6 pm; 
Tue: 1-8 pm; Thurs: 1-6 pm; 
Sat: 1 1 am-3 pm. (6) 






2007 Summer Concert Schedule 

it's showtime again in Brooklyn porks... 

Let the Good Times Roll 


June 27th BROOKLYN KEYS 

(50's - 70's, oldies) Marine Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

June 28th ANONYMOUS 

(R & B, soul, disco) 79th St. & Shore Road 

July 10th STRICKLY 60'S 

(classic 60's) 79th St. & Shore Road 

July 1 1 th YESTERDAY & TODAY 

(Beatles Tribute band) Marine Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

July 13th THE REMNANTS 

(50's & 60's) Ave. U & Van Sicklen St„ 

July 16th FRANKIE MARRA & HIS BAND 

(top 40 classic rock) 83rd St. & Shore Road 

July 17th NY EXCEPTIONS 

(Do-wop oldies) Dyker Park (86th St. & 1 4th Ave.) 

July 18th ROADHOUSE COUNTRY BAND 

& line dancing instruction Marine Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

July 24th SHIRLEY ALSTON REEVES 

(Original Lead Singer of the SHIRELLES) Hit songs "Will You Still 
Love Me Tomorrow?', "Soldier Boy", "Baby It's You", "Mama 
Said", and many more, (rain date 7/30) 79th St. & Shore Road 


July 25th ARNIE MEG ORCHESTRA 

(big band sound) Marine Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

July 27th NOSTALGIA 

(formerly "Reminisce", 60's-70's) Parkville Field (65th St. & 8th 
Ave.) 

July 31 st ECLYPSE 

(disco, top 40 dance hits) 79th St. & Shore Road 

Aug. 1 st FRANKIE MARRA & HIS BAND 

(top 40 classic rock) Marine Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

Aug. 6th RISKEY BUSINESS 

(60'S - 70'S) Garibaldi. Park (82nd St. & 1 8th Ave.) 

Aug. 7th BENNY TROY & CO. 

(dance band) - 68 Pet. Night Out 79th St. & Shore 
Road 

Aug. 7th DJ VINNY & MUCH MORE 

62 Pet. Night Out Bath Ave. & Bay 22nd St. 

Aug. 8th EAST COAST 

(70's - present, Horn section) Marine Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

Aug. 14th HEAD OVER HEELS 

(classic rock - Special 25th Anniversary Celebration) 79th St. & 
Shore Road 


Aug. 1 5th JOEY D REVUE 

(Hit songs "Peppermint Twist", "Shout", "What Kind Of Love Is 
This" along with BOBBY VALLI doing 4 Seasons songs, DAVID 
BRIGATI doing Young Rascal's songs, and TOMMY MARA , the 
Pavarotti of Rock & Roll), (rain date 8/16) Marine Park (Fillmore 
Ave.) A MUST SEE SHOW! 

Aug. 17th CITY SOUNDS 

(disco & oldies) Parkville Field (65th St. & 8th Ave.) 

Aug. 20th BROOKLYN KEYS 

(50's - 70's, oldies) 83rd St. & Shore Road 

Aug. 21st CARL THOMAS 

"A Night at the Copa" & Bette Midler Impersonator, Donna 
Maxon (86th St. & 14th Ave.) 

Aug. 22nd FAMILY DAY 

(Karaoke, games, face painters, magician etc.) Marine 
Park (Fillmore Avenue) 

Aug. 28th FAMILY DAY 

(Karaoke, games, face painters, magician etc.) McKinley Park 
(75th St & Fort Hamilton Pkwy) 

Produced by MBS Music 

Sponsors of the event include The Park Avenue Bank, Lu- 
theran Health Care, Tracey Real Estate, Touchstone Health, 
Doreen Greenwood Inc. Real Estate, Jamie-Lynn's Kitchen, 
Super-Roofer and the Bay Ridge Eagle. 

All concerts begin at 7 p.m. Family Day events begin at 
5:00 p.m. For further information regarding these events, 
and in case of poor weather, please contact the concert 
hotline at (71 8) 236-7547. All events are subject to 
change and are free of charge. 

For further information, please visit 
www.senatorgolden.com or contact 
(71 8) 238-6044 or (71 8) 627-3659. 
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By Ariella Cohen 


84th Precinct 


A young boy and his mother 
watched in abject horror as a 
man tried to steal their dog as 
they were playing with him in 
Cadman Plaza Park on June 19. 

The boy had been holding the 
dog at around 4 pm, when the 
would-be thief came over and 
asked to hold the dog. 

When the boy refused, the 
man said, “I want your dog to 
meet my dog,” then grabbed the 
dog took off running. 

Both the boy and his mother 
began screaming, causing the 
man to drop the dog and flee. The 
dog, apparently, was uninjured. 

McTrouble 

A deaf and mute man was 
taunted with lewd gestures — 
and then slugged with a deep 
fryer basket — by an employee 
of a famous billions-serving 
hamburger restaurant on Court 
Street on June 23. 


Dog-day afternoon turns glum 


The bizarre incident began at 
around 2:10 am, when the 
speechless customer entered the 
burger chain, which is between 
Livingston and Schermerhom 
streets, where he was promptly 
taunted with the lewd gestures. 

Cops say the “discussion” 
then became violent, with the 
employee later taking the French 
fryer and hitting the victim in the 

Break through 

Several thousand dollars in 
electronics were swiped from a 
DUMBO office by a burglar 
who apparently broke through 
the wall overnight on June 21 . 

The owner of the small busi- 
ness, which is located on Jay 
Street between Front and Water 
streets, told cops that the thief 
got away with a video camera, a 
Macintosh computer, a Canon 


Attention: # 

LoirtM- 


Why Book With A Cruise Planner? 

Cruises are Our ONLY Business 
Tremendous National Buying Power 

*? >"\ r* 

sonalized Service ~ World Wide Crui 

xible Payments Available No Booking F 

ity • Hollanc 
bbean ■ Prin 

Cruise 

For Best Values Afloat Call Kenneth Chow-Cruise Special 
'Turn your travel dreams into life now" 
718 . 380.1988 1 . 800 . 839.7135 

ltchow@cruiseplanners.com 
www.cheapcruisesforsale.com 



camera, and an iPod — a total 
haul of nearly $12,000. 

Police believe the suspect 
gained access through a neigh- 
boring office, then broke 
through the wall. The suspect is 
also believed to be a small indi- 
vidual because the hole was not 
big enough for the average per- 


76th Precinct 


Not playing 

Two hoods attacked a 14- 
year-old boy playing a game of 
schoolyard basketball on June 
15, police said. 

The kid player was shooting 
hoops behind the School for 
Global Studies on Bond Street at 
2 pm when two older boys ap- 
proached and asked the time. 

The kid kept dribbling until 
one of the perps tugged at a 
weapon hidden at his waistband. 

“Stop playing,” the perp said, 
brandishing a four-inch knife. 

Police said the boy finally did 
stop, and the thug grabbed his 
$220 Cingular phone and split, 
walking east with his buddy to- 
wards the Gowanus Canal. 

The phone and the thugs still 
haven’t been found. 

Golden dawn 

A man taking an early morn- 
ing walk on Cheever Place on 
June 17 was mugged for a cell- 
phone and a green “Irish Yoga” 
T-shirt, police said. 
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Two men dressed in white 
shirts and blue jeans attacked the 
24-year-old yogi after approach- 
ing him from behind between 
Kane and Degraw streets at 
around 7:45 am. After they got 
close to him, one hood punched 
him repeatedly in the face while 
the other grabbed his $150 
phone and the cotton tee. 

They left him laid out with a 
bloody nose, a black eye and a 
busted lip. 

Police said to keep a lookout 
for punks in an auspiciously 
green yoga shirt. 

Sleeping booty 

An elderly man from Min- 
nesota lost his cellphone and 
wallet to a thief after he fell 
asleep on a Bay Ridge-bound R 
train on June 23. 

The 84-year-old told cops that 
he entered the subway system at 
the City Hall stop in Manhattan 
at around 7:30 am and, once on- 
board the train, promptly fell 
asleep. 

When he woke up at the 
Pacific Street station, he noticed 
that his rear pocket had been 
slashed open and his possessions 
had been taken. 

The wallet contained various 
credit cards. 

Dirty laundry 

A 30-year-old woman who 
parked her car in front on Bond 
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Street between Douglass and 
Butler streets on June 16 lost 
more than $1,000 in merchan- 
dise after forgetting to lock up. 

When she returned to her 
2002 Nissan Pathfinder at 3:30 
pm, she found the side door ajar 
and jewelry, sunglasses and tech 
gear missing, police said. 

The woman said the thief had 
gotten away with two credit 
cards inside a $100 Guess wallet, 
an 18-karat-gold necklace worth 
$500, a $150 semi-precious jew- 
el set and a pair of gold-trimmed 
sunglasses worth $375. A $200 
Blackberry was also reported 
missing. 


88th Precinct 


Two snatches 

Don’t turn your attention 
away from your purse. 

Two shoppers learned that 
valuable lesson the hard way last 

In the first incident on June 
18, a shopper at the Target near 
the intersection of Flatbush and 

while she tried on a jacket at 
' 10 pm. She told i 




her purse — ci 
a cellphone, $80 and £ 






Metrocard — had disappeared. 
The store looked at the security 
tape, but found nothing. 

Two days later, another wo- 
man was shopping at a shoe 
store on Fulton Mall near Law- 
rence Street at around 11:30 am 
when her bag was snatched off 
her baby stroller. 

In this case, the purse con- 
tained credit cards, $30 and a pair 
of glasses. The police have yet to 
look at the surveillance footage. 

Night heist 

A robber sneaked into a man’s 
first-floor apartment during the 
night of June 21 and made off 


with over $900 in electronics. 

The 39-year-old victim told 
cops that he discovered the theft 
the next day, when he returned to 
his Hall Street apartment, which 
is near Willoughby Avenue. 

The thief come through a bro- 
ken window and made off with a 
TV, DVD player, PlayStation, 
and several power tools. 

Car jack 

A car thief made off with a 
man’s car and, oddly, took the 

A man parked his relative’s 
Honda Accord at the comer of 
Willoughby and Fleet streets at 
8 pm on June 22, only to come 
back three hours later to find it 
had vanished. 

But the man’s belongings 
were still there, strewn on the 
sidewalk. 

— with Harry Cheadle 
and Chris Cascarano 
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Boot Camp 
Challenge 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Our Classified Sales Manager Adam El-Sheemy is undertak- 
ing the “Boot Camp Challenge,” a grueling, thrice-weekly work- 
out regimen set up by two personal trainers. Every week, he’ll 
give us an update on how he’s 
doing: 

Day 10, June 25 

I had missed Friday’s work- 
out because my daughter was 
up all night with an infection, 
so by Monday, I had butterflies 
in my stomach (and a history of 
vomiting after tough workouts). 

But fortunately, I held onto my 
(non-fat) cookies. We did a gru- 
eling workout that included us- 
ing water botdes as free weights 
(as I lay dying, I started to hate 
Poland Spring). But overall, I 
actually felt myself getting 
much stronger and able to sus- 
tain a one-hour workout with- 
out vomiting. Looks like we’ll 
have to change my nickname. 

Day 1 1 , June 27 

Drill Sergeant Tanya made 
sure we were near death by the 
end of the hour. But still, no 
vomiting! I’m definitely stronger than when we first started and 
there is even much less of me. Actually, I looked around the circle 
and everyone is transforming. This is definitely working. 



,x_ 


Drill Sergeant Tanya has Adam El- 
Sheemy breaking a sweat Monday. 


KOBAYASHI... 

Continued from page 1 

jaw that can only open as wide as a fingertip — not wide enough for 
the mashing and mawing that takes place every July 4. 

He said the injury took place because he was pushing himself so 
hard during training. 

“I feel ashamed that I could- 
n’t notice the alarm bells set off 
by my own body,” Kobayashi 
said. “But with the goal to win 
another title with a new record, I 
couldn’t stop my training so 
close to the competition. I was 
continuing my training and bear- 
ing with the pain, but finally I 
destroyed my jaw.” 

And that saddened him: “I want 
to be the pride of my mother.” 

International Federation of 
Competitive Eating Chairman 
George Shea didn’t know what 
to make of the stunning news. 

“He’s listed as day-to-day with jaw pain,” Shea said. “I spoke to him 
[Tuesday night] and he legitimately has an issue with his jaw. He is 
seeing a specialist in Tokyo. He is rehabbing. But he told me one thing: 
He intends to compete. He has the heart of a lion. Talking to him made 
me sort of well up, like when you see a scene in a movie where the fa- 
ther saves the kid at the last second. I was getting goose-bumps.” 

As a result. Shea said there is no way Kobayashi is trying to duck 
Chestnut. 

“Knowing the kind of champion he is — and we’re talking about 
the man who ate 57 pan-seared cow brains in 15 minutes — I can 
say that he is dying to get healthy so he can face Joey Chestnut.” 
Chestnut is the brightest newcomer to hit the competitive eating 
world since Hirofumi Nakajima — a diminutive furniture delivery 
man from Kofu — stunned the world by defeating then-world 
champ Ed “The Maspeth Monster” Krachie in 1999, a win that be- 
gan a decade-long era of Japanese domination of the sport. 

Chestnut ended that domination with his record-setting 59-1/2 
HDB performance at that regional qualifying contest in Tempe, but 
some worry that he has shown his stomach too early, giving 
Kobayashi a full month to train even harder. 

“I can’t get into all the mind games,” Chestnut said by cellphone 
from his secret training fa- 
cility near San Jose. “This 
‘injury’ could just be him 
trying to get in my head.” 
Chestnut said he expects 
Kobayashi to eat 62 hot 
dogs on July 4 — and he 
also expects that he’ll do the 
champion one or two better. 

“I can’t give myself the 
luxury of thinking he’s actu- 
ally hurt. Chestnut said, 
“because I don’t want to let 
up on my own training.” 
Shea said the sport of 
competitive eating has nev- 
er seen anything as shock- 
ing and as “monumental” as 
such a late-season injury 
that could force the holder 
of the coveted Mustard-Yel- 
low International Belt to 
drop out of the contest. 

“It’s like Secretariat hav- 
ing to drop out of the Bel- 
mont because of a fever,” 
Shea said. “And what’s 
worse, Chestnut fans want 
Kobayashi to be fully healthy because they think their man could le- 
gitimately beat him. So if Koby is playing hurt, it diminishes what 
they believe will be a Chestnut triumph.” 

In his exclusive interview with The Brooklyn Paper, Chestnut 
disagreed. “If I go out there and break my own world record, no 
matter how many Kobayashi eats, it’s only fair to say that I would 
have beaten him even if he was 100 percent healthy,” he said. 

In an unrelated injury story, the 7-foot-6 Indian giant, P. Theyagaijan, 
the chicken tika-masala-eating champion, has fallen and injured his foot. 

“It really is true what they say: the bigger they are, the harder 
they fall,” Shea said. “He’s also day-to-day.” 



dog mm 


The 90th annual Nathan's 
Hot Dog-eating Champi- 
onship begins at noon on July 
4 at Nathan's (corner of Still- 

Coney Island), though crowds 
begin gathering much earlier. 
The contesdt is also broadcast 
live on ESPN and on WABC 

man doing color commentary 
from the table of champions. 
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With graduation, tears 


T HE GIRLS WERE IN 
their prettiest dresses 
with spaghetti straps and 
Lycra. They looked so grown 
up with their hair done just 
right: what a sight to behold. 

Some of the boys were in 
suits; some sported Polo shirts, 
or simple T-shirts. Many wore 
dress shirts, ties, even hats. 

The parents, too, were dress- 
ed in their finery. They held 
video cameras and, with rela- 
tives in tow, waited under the 
scaffolding of John Jay High 
School in Park Slope for the 
doors to open for the PS 321 
fifth-grade graduation. 

“Congratulations to you,” Mr. 
Frank McGarry, PS 321 ’s be- 
loved music teacher, called out 
to Smartmom. “This is your 
second graduation, right?” 
Smartmom explained that 
she was just getting a preview 
for OSFO’s graduation next 
year. Mr. McGarry’s daughter is 
graduating this year. 

“We still have one to go,” he 
said pointing to his son. His 
wife, Jacqi, also a PS 321 
teacher, smiled. 

“Are you practicing for next 
year?” Ciao Bella, a Third 
Street neighbor, asked. Dressed 
in a pretty dress, she looked 
suitably frantic. 

“Just soaking in the atmos- 
phere,” Smartmom replied as 
Ciao Bella ran off looking for 
family and friends. 

S martmom hadn’t really 
planned on a being a fly 
on the graduation wall, but 
she just happened to be nearby. 
Now that’s a lie: Smartmom 
couldn’t keep herself away. She 
was feeling molto nostalgic to- 
day. It must have been the end of 
school party in OSFO’s fourth- 
grade class that put her in the ele- 
giac mood. 

A surprise for the parents, 
the kids sang “Wonderful 
World,” “This Pretty Planet,” 
and “Stand by Me,” while a 
music teacher played an out-of- 

As you can imagine, it was 
tear city from the get-go. Even 
before. “You got tissues?” Tall 
and Sultry whispered to Smart- 
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mom before the kids 
began. To make mat- 
ters even soppier, the 
kids devised their own 
cute choreography to 
go with the songs. 
They rocked back and 
forth, waved then- 
hands and linked 


But it was when the group 
sang: “Darling, darling stand by 
me,” that Smartmom felt a catch 
in her throat. And the need to cry 
moved up her neck, tickled her 
head and finally released small 
watery droplets in her eyes, 
which she quickly bmshed away. 

S HE HOPED NO ONE 
would notice, especially 
OSFO, who might be em- 
barrassed to see her mom doing 
such a thing. Publicly. 

And if that wasn’t enough, 
the teachers presented a 15- 


SMART 
mom 

By Louise Crawford 




minute slide montage that was 
no casual tribute to the children 
of class 4-308. No, no, no. 
There were soulful portraits of 
each and every child, as well as 
zany group shots and artful 
documentation of class projects, 
trips, and playground activities. 

The beautifully composed 
and colorful photographs oozed 
such a sense of community and 
camaraderie that Smartmom 
knew her daughter was blessed 
with a special fourth-grade year. 

Speaking afterward, one of 
the teachers, a gifted rookie, 
said: ‘T will probably remember 



Here it is, the fourth-grade class that will soon make Smart- 
mom cry her eyes out. 


each and every one of you for 
the rest of my life.” 

Graduations. Parties. They’re 
going on in schools all over city. 
These are the milestone moments 
that require Kleenex and a strong 
Margarita afterwards. 

This week on the last day of 
school, Smartmom shed her an- 
nual tears in the backyard at PS 
321. It’s something she’s done 
for 10 years — ever since 1998, 
when Teen Spirit finished first 
grade, that first year they were 
in PS 321. 

And then in no time at all, it 
was time for Teen Spirit’s fifth- 
grade graduation one hot day in 
June, 2002. At the end of the cer- 
emony, the entire fifth-grade class 
sang the words: “Five hundred 
twenty five thousand six hundred 
minutes — how do you measure 
a year in a life?” That song from 
“Rent,” the musical, was a killer. 

Smartmom wished she’d had 
a pair of oversized Miu Miu 
sunglasses back then. 

W ELL, IN 525,600 
minutes, Smartmom 
will be standing on 
line waiting to get into OSFOs 
fifth-grade graduation. Hepcat 
will, no doubt, have his digital 
camera around his neck. OSFO 
will be dressed to the nines. Even 
Teen Spirit will don a clean white 
button-down shirt. Manhattan 
Granny, Groovy Grandpa, MiMa 
Cat, Diaper Diva, Ducky and all 
the rest will all be there. 

Yup, in 525,600 minutes, 
Smartmom will attend OSFO’s 
graduation, her last a parent at 
PS 321. She can barely stand 
the thought. It will, no doubt be 
especially poignant. 

If that 99-cent store was still 
on Seventh Avenue, she’d clean it 
out of tissue boxes, that’s for sure. 

Louise Crawford, a Park Slope res- 
ident, also produces the Web site 
"Only the blog knows Brooklyn. " 
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The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 

✓ Enrichment Programs 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Inclusion Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurturing i 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 




DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

FIRST CLASS DAY CARE 

167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 



Summer at 

JtU008 

Day School, Inc. 

Come Join In The Fun! 



Water Play - Sprinklers - Large Outdoor Yard 
Spacious Classrooms - Music & Movement 
Gym Facilities • Art Projects 


A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 
2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 


718-230-5255 


\/| PARK SLOPE 

l J LITERACY 

N/ Fast ForWord Certified Provider 
Where Kids Learn to Read, Spell, 
Comprehend and Communicate 
Tutoring: Pre-K to Adult 


FAMILY CALENDAR 



Performing in a kid-friendly version of "Midsummer 
Night's Dream" are Maire-Rose Pike and Justin Maruri. 


Compiled by 
Susan Rosenthal Jay 
and Harry Cheadle 
SATURDAY, JUNE 30 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show with the Wildlife Players. 
Prospect Park Zoo (450 Flat- 


Dklyn Heights), 1 
1) 246-4996 for 
11 am-2 pm: Gallery talk. 
Brooklyn Museum. (200 Eastern 

free. Meet in first-floor lobby. 
Call (71 8) 638-5000 for info. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: 
Puppet show, "The Jungle 
Book." Puppetworks (338 Sixth 
Ave., at fourth Street in Park 
Slope), $7 children, $8 adults. 
Call (718) 965-3391 to make 


and Lincoln Road), free. Visit 
www.prospectpark.org for info. 
1:15-1:55 pm: Boat tour. 
Audubon Center in Prospect 
Park (enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road), adults, $10; 
children, $6. Binoculars provid- 
ed. Visit prospectpark.com for 


Boerum Place and Scherme 
horn Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), adults, $5; kids, $2 
Call (718) 694-1600 for info. 


Museum (145 Brooklyn Ave., at 
St Marks Avenue), $5. Call 
(718) 735-4400 for info. 

6 pm: Movie: The Princess 
Bride. Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park (1 Main Street, in 
DUMBO), free. Go to 
www.brooklynbridgepark.com 

FRIDAY, JULY 6 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 30. 

SATURDAY, JULY 7 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 30. 

free!” Cal?^7 ^8)^98^^^^tc) r sign 


am: Kid-friendly "A Mid- 
imer Night's Dream." Ima- 
ation Playground in Prospect 


e. Call (646) 222- 

id 2:30 pm: 

k." See Saturday, 


oad), Call 


Flatbush and Ocean 


19-2822 


rd), free. 


and Emp.. 

Call (718) 

SUNDAY, JULY 1 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 30. 

"Jungle Book." See Saturday, 
1:15-1:55 pm: Boat tour. See 
2:30-30 pm: Train parts. See 

3-4 pm: Historic games. See 
Saturday, June 30. 

MONDAY, JULY 2 

9:30-11:30 am: Music, story- 
telling and crafts. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center (enter at 

Road? $20 pe* Sssion; C $60 per 
month. Call (718) 287-3400 ext. 


5608 for 

"Jungle E 
June 30. 

2- 3 pm: Ezra Jack Keats 
gination Playground (enl 

(718*) 965^8999. C ° 

SUNDAY, JULY 8 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 

11 am: "Midsummer Night's 
Dream." See Sat., July 7. 
Noon-5 pm: Italian celebration. 
Brooklyn Children's Museum 
(145 Brooklyn Ave., at St. Marks 
Avenue), $5. Call (71 8) 735- 

1:15-1:55 pm: Boat tour. See 
Saturday, June 30. 

3- 4 pm: Historic games. See 
Saturday, June 30. 

MONDAY, JULY 9 

.30-11:30 

telling and c 
July 2. 

TUESDAY, JULY 10 

1:30-3 pm: Ethiopian cuisine. 
Brooklyn Children's Museum 
(145 Brooklyn Ave. at St Marks 
Avenue), $5. Call (718) 735- 
4400 for info. 

2 pm: Spy school. Brooklyn 
Public Library's Windsor Terrace 
branch (160 East Fifth St.), free. 
Call (718) 686-9707 for info. 

2-4 pm: Plant workshops. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden (1000 

garden admission. (718) 623- 


Dwight Street), free. Call (718) 
935-0203 for info. 

TUESDAY, JULY 3 

2 pm: Joke workshop. Brooklyn 
Public Library's Borough Park 
branch (1265 43rd St., between 
12th and 13th avenunes), free. 
Call (718) 437-4085 for info 
7 pm: Story reading in Hoyt 
Street Garden (comer of Atlan- 
tic Avenue at Hoyt Street in 
Brooklyn Heights), free. Lemon- 

Call (718) 237-0145 for info. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 

1-4 pm: Sign a reproduction of 
the Declaration of Indepen- 


(Willink Entrance, corner of Flat- 
bush Avenue and Empire Boul- 
evard), free. Call 311 for info. 
Noon-5 pm: Eagle talk. 
Audubon Center in Prospect 
Park (enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road), free. Exhibit 
runs through July 8. Visit 
iv.prospectpark.org for info. 


SUMMER AFTER-CAMP PROGRAM 


258 Sixth Avenue, Corner of Garfield 
www.parkslopeliteracy.com (718) 768-3526 



FRIDAY, JULY 13 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 


Museum (145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St Marks Avenue), $5. Call (718) 
735-4400 for info. 

SATURDAY, JULY 14 

10:30 am-4 pm: Zoo puppet 
show. See Saturday, June 30. 

11 am: "Midsummer Night's 
Dream." See Sat., July 7. 

12:30 and 2:30 pm: "Little Red 
Riding Hood" puppet show. 
Puppetworks (338 Sixth Ave., at 


1 pm and 2 pm: Fairytales per- 
formed by marionettes. Brooklyn 
Children's Museum (145 Brook- 

|5. Call' (718) 735-440a nUe ' 



unique puppet show 
balloons and face painting 
perfect for kids 2-8 
for over twenty five years 

“cheerful nuttiness!” - N.Y. Times 

718 686-6801 

www.starmiteskidspuppetparties.com 
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Everybody in the barge 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The floating pool will finally 
open for swimming, soaking, 
and general relief-seeking on 
July 4, sources told The Brook- 
lyn Paper. 

The barge-borne pool is the 
dream of Ann Buttenwieser, the 
urban planner who concocted the 
idea for the so-called “Floating 
Pool Lady” nearly three decades 
ago and raised funding for it 
through her Neptune Foundation. 

That barge is now anchored 
at the foot of Joralemon Street, 
a mere eight blocks from Bor- 
ough Hall. 

The splashy news was as 
welcome as a sprinkler on a 
steamy summer day. 



The floating pool — with faux beach — along the Brooklyn 
Heights waterfront. 


“We’ve been looking forward 
to it,” said Judy Stanton, execu- 
tive director of the Brooklyn 
Heights Association. “We hope 
that people enjoy it, and that it 
doesn’t become a noise issue.” 

On the shoreline will be one- 
acre, man-made beach, where 
visitors will be able to rent um- 
brellas, chairs, and munch on 
Schnack hot dogs. The pool 
will be able to hold 174 swim- 
mers at a time, with another 
226 on the platform. 

If all goes swimmingly, the 
pool will be open every day from 
Independence Day through La- 
bor Day, from 11 am to 7 pm. 
And like all city pools, admission 
is fee. — Dana Rubinstein 


Bike path fix 
in Bay Ridge 




E & AFTER: Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) at the 
Shore Road bike path two years ago (left) and this week. 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The restoration of the Shore Parkway Greenway is finally 
complete. 

The hefty $20-million project was fast-tracked by the city be- 
cause the crumbling seawall caused giant potholes along the 
path, which stretches along the waterfront from the 69th Street 
Pier to the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

On Monday, a group of politicians cut the ribbon on the complet- 
ed portion — and basked in positive reviews from their constituents. 

“What they have done here is really something to be proud 
of,” said a man who gave only the name Peter. “It is nice to bike 
without worrying that you might be swallowed by a giant hole.” 

That was certainly the case back in March, 2005, when Rep. 
Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) brought representatives from federal 
and city agencies, as well as the local community board, to the 
path to stress upon them the severity of the situation. As a result, 
the Army Corps of Engineers declared the site an “emergency,” al- 
lowing the city to begin work immediately. Almost two years to 
the day after work began, the ribbon was cut. 

The project included the installation of new asphalt pavement, 
aluminum railings, benches, a chain-link fence, and 60,000 
pounds of boulders placed to protect the seawall from the 
pounding waves in the lower part of New York Harbor. 

The improvements also got thumbs-up from state Sen. J 

Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) , who is now calling for the _ 

hue missing link in Brooklyn’s bike network: a pedestri- 
an/bike pathway across the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. 

“Now that the bike path along Shore Road is repaired, 
there has never been a better time to construct the ‘Life- U 
line’ to ... the Verrazano Bridge,” he said. “We must 
seize this opportunity.” 

After the ribbon-cutting, most of the pols retreated 
into large gas-guzzlers. 


Chamber slot 
is finally filled 

By Chris Cascarano 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg’s development gum has been tapped to mn 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce. 

Carl Hum (below) was appointed on Tuesday to be the new pres- 
ident of the borough- wide business group, succeeding Kenneth 
Adams, who left the organization in October to head the Chamber’s 
state counterpart. 

Supporters cheered the appointment of Hum, a Sunset Park na- 
tive, citing his background in fostering small business throughout 
the city, especially in industrial zones. 

Hum won’t take over the 1 ,500-member organization until Sep- 
tember, so he wasn't doing interviews. Instead, he said in a state- 
ment that he looks forward “to working with the dedicated staff in 
building upon the Chamber’s successes and shaping its agenda to re- 
spond to the diverse needs of Brooklyn businesses.” 

Hum had served as the director of the Mayor’s Office of Industri- 
al and Manufacturing Businesses since 2005. 

In that role, he tangled with none other than Councilmember Bill 
DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) last year regarding the boundaries of an 
industrial tax credit zone near the Gowanus Canal. 

DeBlasio, who sought affordable housing in the 

sT - canal zone, and Hum, whose job was to retain busi- 

nesses there, could have been adversaries — but De- 
■A ^ Blasio came away singing Hum’s tune. 

“He’s very open, very communicative and has 
gravitas,” DeBlasio said. “We started in different 
places, yet worked out an acceptable compromise. 

L I , . He is a great choice for the Chamber.” 

The Office of Industrial and Manufacturing 
J Businesses is but one line on Hum’s resume. 
. He has also worked for the Mayor’s offices of 
| Small Business Services and Intergovem- 
f mental Affairs ; was an Assistant District At- 

p tomey in Manhattan; and did financial analy- 
st ses for the City Council . 

Hum is stepping into size 14 shoes at the 
Chamber. The popular Adams was credited 
for turning the Chamber from a clubhouse into a 
political powerhouse. 


B’Hill school gets Gibran payoff 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Boerum Hill school that has been ordered by the city to 
share space with the new Khalil Gilbran International Academy 
is at least getting lots of perks in return. 

At a Parent-Teacher Association meeting last week. Department 
of Education officials announced that the building housing the Math 
and Science Exploratory School and the Brooklyn High School of 
the Arts will get new computers, a renovated technology lab, and a 
dance studio. In addition, the math and science middle school will 
get, for the first time, its own gym. 

Parents at the school hailed the announcement of the rewards — 
though they didn’t necessarily call it that. 

“The DOE has committed to stay focused on the needs of our 
schools,” said Barbara Newsome, co-president of the middle 
school’s PTA. 

The PTAs of both schools wanted the promises — which were 
hammered out during a series of meetings and emails between prin- 
cipals, Education officials, and parents — in writing. Parents said 
they were wary of an agency that moved the Arabic-language mid- 
dle school to their building without prior discussion or public an- 
nouncement. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) said he was sympa- 
thetic to the parents, but encouraged that they got something in re- 

“I didn’t like the way this began,” he said, “but they have come 
around to a much better place.” DeBlasio promised to make sure the 
city followed through on all of its promises. 

Education official Garth Harris also reassured the parents, saying 
there was more than enough space for the Gilbran Academy — and 
that Academy students would have their own entrance. After the first 
year, the city will evaluate the space to see whether the Academy 
could grow from 60 to 120 students, as proposed. 

After the second year, the Arabic school is slated to move any- 
way, probably to its own building. 

“We’re still figuring it out,” said Melody Meyer, an Education 



spokeswoman. “We have a lot of construction all over the city.” 

The Gibran Academy has been a hot potato ever since it was 
spmng on parents at Park Slope’s PS 282, an elementary school, in 
March. Like the Boemm Hill parents, the Slopers were not told in 
advance or consulted. But they protested and defeated the city. 


Get your Gersh on 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Our own editor, Gersh Kuntzman, once again as- 
sumed the moderator chair at this week’s taping of 
Brooklyn Independent Television’s “Reporter Round- 
table.” Kuntzman keeps the conversation flowing on 
topics ranging from Coney Island’s redevelopment, to 
Bruce Ratner’s latest backroom subsidy deal, to the 
borough’s booming residential housing market. 

Members of the panel — New York Post reporter Rich 
Calder, Brooklyn Heights Press scribe Sarah Ryley and Tom 
Tracy of the New York Post-owned Courier-Life chain — 
even offered their prediction for next week’s hot dog-eating 
championship. 

The show airs on BCAT — which is channel 56 for 
TimeWamer customers and channel 69 on Cablevision — 
on Friday, June 29, at 9 pm; Saturday, June 30, at 9 pm; 
Monday, Aug. 2, at 1 pm; Tuesday, Aug. 3, at 1:30 and 9:30 
pm; and Thursday, Aug. 5 , at 2 and 10 pm. 


SECEDE... 

Continued from page 1 

corporation as long as there is a structure we abide by,” said resident 
Jean-Marc Petit, a 33-year-old multi-media artist and financial con- 
sultant who is also working on a similar real-estate project in Roar- 
ing Fork, Colorado — the “Bushwick” of Aspen — that caters to 
artists who have been priced out of the tony ski village. Petit has 
lived at 345 Eldert St. for six years. 

“Development is happening everywhere,” he said. “It’s not a bad 
thing. Let the hipsters come in, let the families come in, but let’s keep 
the people that have been in the community there too, even the artists.” 
And so far, the people who have been neighborhood even longer 
then the artists are amendable to creating an independent sovereign- 
ty on the block, with one caveat. 

“I like the idea of getting a new state here,” said Wilson Allen, 
who lives in an apartment building next door. “But you have to have 
Chinese, black, white, Puerto Rican here. Everyone, not just artists, 
so we should call it the United Nations of Eldert.” 

"The Revolution of Human Kindness, " will open on July 4 at 345 
Eldert St., between Irving and Knickerbocker avenues, in Bushwick, 3 
pm. E-mail 345loft@gmail.com for info. 
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OUR OPINION 


The Ratner Clause 


S O HOW BAD IS THE LATEST HANDOUT TO 
Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner? Here’s 
how bad: Even Bertha Lewis of ACORN, a Rat- 
ner ally who is contractually barred from saying any- 
thing negative about the project, said that a state tax re- 
form bill that exempted Ratner — and only Ratner — 
was “bad pubbc policy.” 

You know there’s a problem when even one of Rat- 
ner’s paid shills complains about what Albany is doing 
to line the developer’s pocket. 

So how is the latest sweetheart deal different from 
all the other sugar-fortified handouts? 

• It is a handout to only one developer: Ratner. Our 
state legislators often pass laws to make it easier for 
real-estate developers to make a profit — but when 
such a law is passed to benefit just one developer, any 
illusion of fairness or principal is wiped away. Is it any 
wonder that its drafter, Assemblyman Vito Lopez, has 
not responded to repeated calls from this newspaper to 
explain why he slipped the clause into the bill? 

Lopez’s amendment allows Ratner to get the tax 
break on luxury buildings that contain no affordable 


units. The City Council bill that Lopez gutted would 
have given Ratner a generous tax credit for building af- 
fordable units — but only on the buildings that actual- 
ly have affordable units in them! 

• It allows Ratner to charge more for units that he des- 
ignates as affordable. The Council bill said that a family 
of four making $56,800 would qualify for such an apart- 
ment. The Assembly bill lowered the threshold to 
$42,600 — except at Atlantic Yards, where “affordable 
housing” tenants must earn $49,700 to qualify. 

Brad Lander, a housing expert at the Pratt Center 
for Community Development, says that clause will let 
Ratner charge an average of $350 more per month in 
rent for the “affordable units.” 

So now Ratner is not only picking taxpayers' pock- 
ets, he’s making the lower middle class pay more- 
while the most needy are locked out altogether. 

• It reveals the worst excesses of our insider-run, 
morally corrupt legislature in Albany. 

The Assembly was in the midst of crafting a generally 
positive bill to reform a tax break that allowed developers 
to get subsidies when they were building just luxury 


housing — but at the last minute, Lopez tinkered with the 
bill. No wonder the New York Observer headlined its ar- 
ticle this week, “Grinding sausage late at night: Albany 
reforms 421-a program.” Grinding sausage makes for a 
pithy headline — but not good public policy. 

• It comes on the heels of hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in handouts that line Ratner’s pocket. The city and 
state have put up $305 million in direct subsidies, plus 
Ratner will get billions in low-interest loans and other in- 
direct subsidies to save him hundreds of millions more. 

Will the government’s bailout of Ratner ever end? 
Not a chance. 

The state Senate is expected to pass the legislation 
— with Lopez’s amendment — next month. Given the 
extent of the gift to Ratner, it’s no surprise that people 
who care about good legislation — both inside and 
outside the government — are calling for Gov. Spitzer 
to step in and veto the bill when it hits his desk. 

The governor campaigned as a reformer who would 
break the “three-men-in-a-room” culture of Albany. 
Here’s a good chance to show that the campaign rhet- 
oric wasn’t just hollow words. 



LETTERS 


Reader credits government for Internet success 


To the editor. 

In your interview with author Amity 
Shlaes, she states that “the private sector is 
a better job creator than the public sector. 
The Internet was not created by executive 
order — it was private industry” (“Heights 
author explains her whig ways,” June 23). 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The Internet was cre- 
ated by the U.S. mili- 
tary and then was nur- 
tured for many years by 
universities around the 
world. E-mail, the 
World Wide Web, FTP 
— none were created 
by private industry. The 
Internet was decentral- 
ized, which meant no 
one could own it or control it. Out of this en- 
vironment came Yahoo, eBay, Google, You- 
Tube, you name it — all bom from a system 
wisely and thoughtfully created not by pri- 
vate industry, but by the government, aca- 
demics and scientists. 

While most people do not understand how 
the Internet works or why, it has succeeded so 
spectacularly because every piece of data on 
the Internet is treated equally. Time-Wamer 
cannot block or change Google any more to 
reach you than a yam merchant in Greece. All 
data is treated the same. 

It is, in fact, private industry that is now 
trying to change this and pushing the gov- 
ernment to allow onerous tolls on the infor- 
mation highway that will allow them to seg- 


regate and charge different prices to differ- 
ent people and companies for transmitting 
their data across the world. 

Seth Kaplan, Prospect Lefferts Gardens 

Smartmom’s wrong 

To the editor, 

I read Smartmom’s recent column on 
public vs. private schooling (“Public school 
is best because she’s broke,” June 16), and 
had this reaction: There are many of us who 
join Smartmom in believing that having the 
opportunity to attend a great school should 
not be so difficult. 

I think we would all agree that there just 
aren’t enough quality choices. With the above 
in mind, I would encourage Smartmom not to 
be critical of those kids and parents who elect 
to attend an independent school. 

The independent schools of today are very 
different than the elitist examples of the past. 
I know that at Berkeley Carroll, we commit 
over $3 million a year for financial aid to en- 
sure that we bridge economic classes. 

Our students collectively do thousands of 
hours of community service in Park Slope 
and in New York City, and our students, even 
the youngest ones, raised thousands of dollars 
to help children suffering from AIDS in 
Africa, children left without school supplies 
in Louisiana, and others. 

Even though we have admission stan- 
dards, we have students with a range of 
abilities, but all students share one trait: 


they are willing to work hard in order to 
achieve. It is not racist or classist to provide 
motivated kids with stimulating reading, 
challenging math, innovative science and 
exposure to all of the arts. 

Yes, as is the case in the public schools, 
we have families who have summer houses 
out on Long Island, but we also have fami- 
lies where our school is their number one 
commitment — and tuition comes before 
vacations, fancy houses or new cars. 

I thank Smartmom for raising this topic 
and I applaud her efforts to bring a sharper 
focus to this dilemma. Let’s all keep work- 
ing to provide kids with the best schools 
possible. Robert D. Vitalo, Park Slope 
The writer is head of Berkeley Carroll School 

Marty for mayor? 

To the editor, 

The logical next step for Marty 
Markowitz is to mn for Manhattan borough 
president, since as Brooklyn borough presi- 
dent, he has labored so very hard to turn 
Brooklyn into Manhattan (“Beep’s Bloomy 
bounce,” June 23). 

His crusade for Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards project and Thor Equities’ gutting of 
Coney Island lead me to believe that 
Queens, Bronx and Staten Island residents 
would suffer from him as mayor the same 
way we have here in Brooklyn. 

Da Tran, Park Slope 


One dude for pot 

To the editor. 

In his recent article, “Pot war in Brook- 
lyn” (June 23), reporter Matthew Lysiak 
showed me again why the debate over the 
merits of medical marijuana is a breath of 
fresh air to those who cherish individual 
civil and economic liberties. 

Consumption of marijuana for both med- 
ical and recreational use has been part of 
mainstream America for decades. Despite 
the efforts of both government and the 
Moral Majority social police — who want 
to outlaw marijuana, as they once did alco- 
hol — the policy has failed. 

What consenting adults consume, inhale, 
perform, read or view in the privacy of then- 
own home or private social club isn't the 
concern of government. Individual econom- 
ic and civil liberties prosper best when gov- 
ernment stays out of both the bedroom and 
marketplace. 

Creative entrepreneurs will always pro- 
vide whatever products citizens desire, re- 
gardless of government approval. Con- 
sumers have voted with their dollars and 
made marijuana consumption a multi-bil- 
lion-dollar enterprise today. 

Legalize it and add a sales tax; revenues 
will more than cover any abuse of the law. 
And then law enforcement authorities could 
feel free to pursue those who commit real 
crimes against citizens and property. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck 


Duffield attack 

To the editor, 

The houses on Duffield Street should have 
been tom down 50 years ago (“Historians in 
push to ‘save’ Duffield Street,” June 23). 
They are a blight and an eyesore to the area. 

Probably almost every old building can 
have a claim of historic meaning (“My 
grandmother” stayed in a place in Coney Is- 
land, etc). 

If these protesters want those crummy- 
looking firetraps, the city should allow 
them to move them to their own property at 
their own expense somewhere else, maybe 
even the Poconos. Enough already — let’s 
move on and fix up the area. It’s long over- 
due. Alvin Pankin, Downtown 

No Coney condos 

To the editor, 

It seems to me you missed the point of 
the Coney Island condo issue entirely (“Let 
Joe Sitt build,” June 23). Anyone can build 
condos north of Surf Avenue and west of 
Keyspan Park. 

Why can’t they build their condos there 
and not in a small area of amusement zon- 
ing which represents the heart of old Coney 
Island? 

The city is not trying to stop Joe Sitt 
from building condos, but simply trying to 
preserve some piece of Coney Island histo- 
ry. Lloyd Handwerker, Park Slope 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 



DENTISTS ■ DENTISTS 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
mm and insurance plans accommodated 



MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office ) 

* Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal ■ Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 



f Quality Dentistry A 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



General and Implant 
Dentistry 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Impbnts 


(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF m 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

(718) 622-8020 


DENTISTS 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS, BRIDGES, PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 
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PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 

Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

bet. 13th & 14th Sts. 
www.jackirwindds.com 
(718) 768-8372 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp. in working with trauma survivors k those 
whom suffer with depression, anxiety k sleep disorders. 
Groups, Couples k Individuals Psychotherapy 

Lillian Engelson, LCSW 917 972-7138 

Insurance reimbursement • PVT Brooklyn Office 


NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Reader Advisory! National trade associations to which we belong purchased the following classifieds. 
This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or products advertised; some advertisers do not 



CADNET ADS 


MOVIE EXTRAS / MODELS. Earn up to $200 
nies. Call 888-615-6244. 


Income Opportunities 



Miscellaneous 



Income Opportunities 

































INSIDE 


DINING PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE BOOKS 


CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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Cream of the crop 


Do we love a good egg cream? 
U-Bet! But where to find one? 


By Lucy Baker 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I make it a point to have an egg cream 
whenever I can — as a lover of both 
chocolate and soda, what could possibly 
be better? 

Invented in 18th century Brooklyn by can- 
dy shop owner Louis Auster — though, like 
every bit of culinary lore in this city, the ori- 
gins are up for debate — the egg cream 
might not be as easy to find as it once was, 
but is still the subject of hot debate. Purists 
will argue about whether the syrup is poured 
in first or drizzled in later, the correct ratio of 
milk to seltzer, and whether you garnish the 
drink with a metal spoon or a pretzel rod. 

In a quest to find the best chocolaty, fizzy 
mixture that the borough has to offer, GO 
Brooklyn took one for the team and tried out 
five of the most talked-about egg creams 
around. 

Tom’s Restaurant 

Tom’s Restaurant, a Prospect Heights 
mainstay, retains a kitschy diner feel that 
augered a great egg cream. I ordered one 
($2.50) and watched as it was made: first the 
syrup was pumped into the glass and then 
whole milk was added. These ingredients 
were stirred with a long metal spoon, and the 
mix was topped off with seltzer from a tap. 
Things were looking pretty good, until the 
can of whipped cream made an appearance. 
The foul foam was piled on top to look like a 
bouffant hairdo, and then showered with 



ground cinnamon. The drink was presented 
with a flourish and, while it looked lovely, 
the cinnamon and whipped cream quickly 
dissolved, imparting a chalky, saccharine 
taste that completely overpowered the fizz. 



Anapoli, a “family restaurant and soda shop” 
in Bay Ridge, also has a classic diner feel de- 
spite only having been open for 11 years. 

The restaurant is proud of its desserts, but 
the egg cream ($1.65) was mostly whole 
milk with seltzer floating on top. I wasn’t 


Underpressure 

Some people say that Kenny 
Gomberg was bom with seltzer run- „ L n 
ning through his veins. We’re not sure ^ a j 
if that’s true (or even possible) but we 
do know that Gomberg, heir to his 
family’s Canarsie-based seltzer dy- 
nasty, is one of the last remaining 
seltzer bottlers in town. 

The dwindling presence of the 
seltzer trade — once a touch- 
stone Brooklyn industry employ- 
ing hundreds — doesn’t discour- 
age Gomberg. “We are Brooklyn 
history,” he said. “As long as there 
are still people [buying and] selling 
seltzer, we’re still here.” This, despite the 
fact that you can score a bottle of Vintage 
for less than a buck, compared to $25 or 
so for a 10-pack of Gomberg’s bubbly. 

Gomberg applies a time-honored process 


to the science of bottling. Using hand-blown 
bottles from Eastern Europe, he personally 
checks that the pressure is properly 
fX calibrated for each bottle, making 
Jj ''■» for greater carbonation. It’s this 
L 1 pressure that distinguishes Gom- 
berg’s products from the mass-pro- 
duced plastic seltzer bottles found in 

I chain grocery stores. 

The same grocery stores, he told 
GO Brooklyn, that are taking a chunk 
of his business. 

‘It’s not the way it was,” he 
said. “[People] stopped staying at 
home to accept delivery, we lost a lot 
of customers.” 

As for the egg creams in which his 
seltzer plays such a crucial role, Gomberg 
advises home mixers to keep recipes 
spontaneous. 

“It’s all a matter of taste; make it to your 
own,” he recommended. His own personal 
recipe? “Just wing it.” — Grace Labatt 



In a fizzy: A freshly-made chocolate 
egg cream at Peter Pan Donut Shop in 
Greenpoint. 

even given a spoon with which I could mix 
the concoction. It was like sampling a freshly 
made batch of Yoo-hoo. 

Junior’s 

Next up was Junior’s — a Brooklyn insti- 
tution almost as famed as the egg cream it- 
self. Though the waiter disappeared, and I 
didn’t see the egg cream ($2.95) actually be- 
ing made, it came out in a glass painted with 
lines indicating how high to fill it with syrup, 
milk and seltzer. Mine was about an inch and 
half short of the seltzer line, but it was nice to 
see that the restaurant at least has a standard. 
The head was weak, but the syrup-to-bubble 
ratio was in check and the chocolate flavor 
was rich and consistent — it didn’t become 
overpowering as I neared the bottom of the 
glass. Junior’s egg cream was decent, but ul- 
timately, it was nothing spectacular. My ad- 
vice: order a milkshake. 

Peter Pan Donut Shop 

Peter Pan Donut Shop in Greenpoint is 
best described as a retro Polish luncheonette. 
On my visit, I was the youngest person at the 
counter by about 40 years. 

I ordered my egg cream ($1.75) and 
watched as two of the waitresses — dressed 


Make it at home 

Fox's U-Bet "chocolate" syrup is 
inferior when used in other sweets, 
but is essential for a good egg 
cream. Here's the company's offi- 
cial recipe: 

Fox's U-Bet' s Original 
Brooklyn Egg-Cream 


In a tall, chilled, straight-sided, eight- 
ounce glass, spoon 1 inch of U-bet 
syrup. Add 7 inch of whole milk. Tilt 
the glass and spray seltzer (from a 
pressurized cylinder only) off a 
spoon, to make a big chocolate 
head. Stir, drink, enjoy. 


in matching turquoise and pink button-front 
dresses — made it together, quietly arguing 
about how much syrup to add and carefully 
measuring the whole milk. One of them 
poured the seltzer while the other stirred, and 
though they didn’t leave the spoon in the 
glass, the end result was delicious: bubbly 
and sugary with a nice, white foamy head 
and the perfect amount of chocolate flavor. 
Combined with three donut holes, it was the 
best breakfast I’ve had in a long time. 

See CREAM on page 14 


EVENT 


One fine stray 

Wearing nothing but dog collars and chains, some 
of Brooklyn’s hairiest cuties will come together next 
week at Ginger’s Bar for a bit of licking and lounging. 

Get your mind out of the gutter, people — it’s the 
third annual Stray Pride Day. 

“You’ll find everything from puppies to seniors, 
from milds to wilds,” 
Laurie Bleier, founder 
and director of the 
Brooklyn Animal Foster 
Network, said. 

The event, which 
raises money to cover 
the animals’ medical 
costs, will feature a raf- 
fle with goodies for 
people and pets; kara- 
oke; a vegan barbeque; and, of course, pet adoption. 

Beware of enjoying the party too much, though. 
“It might be a good idea to look at the animals be- 
fore I have a couple drinks,” said Audrey Khuner of 
Boerum Hill, who is hoping to adopt. 

Stray Pride Day will take place at 2 pm on July 
8 at Ginger's Bar (363 Fifth Ave., at Fifth Street in 
Park Slope). For information, call (718) 788-0924 
or visit www.brooklynanimalfosternetwork.org. 

— Juliana Bunim 



MUSIC 


Spree’s squeeze 

Most shows in the concert hall at the Warsaw feel 
crowded. So, when the 24 members of the Polyphon- 
ic Spree take the stage on July 1 , you can bet that it 
won’t be just the audience packed in like sardines. 

The Spree, which consists of a live choir as well as 
a pile of instrumentalists, is tackling serious issues on 
its third full-length album, “The Fragile Army.” 

In addition, the Texas-bred prog rock troop has 
ditched its signature 
robes and picked up mili- 
tary-inspired black uni- 
forms to match the politi- 
cal nature of the album. 

“We are so caught up 
with what we’re doing 
on earth; this religion, 
that country, this leader, 
that leader,” Spree co-founder Julie Doyle told GO 
Brooklyn. “The human race is a fragile army.” 
Certainly not the crowd expected to descend upon 
the Warsaw for their show, though. “We love Brook- 
lyn,” Doyle said. “I don’t think we’ve ever had a bad 
show here. It’s just a different vibe. There’s just that 
special energy — it’s like a little country of its own.” 
The Polyphonic Spree will play at 9 pm on July 
1 at Warsaw (261 Driggs Ave., at Eckford Street 
in Greenpoint). $25. For information, call (718) 
387-5252. — Sarah McCormick 



DINING 


Sweet ride 



Forget the ice cream man, here comes the Treats 
Truck. A Red Hook-based mobile bakery, dubbed 
now cruising to a comer 

Owners and bakers 
Kim Ima and Sekiya 
Billman spend their days 
concocting new recipes 
while driving across 
town in their tricked-out 
wheels. Though they 
have been spotted a few 
rnte has not been finalized. 
Their treats may be mouth-watering, but having to 
call or check their Web site for daily location updates 
becomes frustrating — the site gives only a general 
location (“Park Slope”) until Ima and Billman find a 
parking spot (which has been known not to happen at 
all). Oy, all this clicking and phoning might force us 
back into the arms of Mister Softee. 

But those who’ve been persistent have discov- 
ered that a raspberry brownie off the Treats Truck 
sure beats a drippy cone any day. 

The Treats Truck is in action Wednesday though 
Sunday. For daily route updates, call (212) 691-5226 
or visit www.thetreatstruck.com. — Juliana Bunim 


;, Sugar’s Brooklyn i 







"The friendly staff, along with the elegant decor, 
give this upscale eatery a gracious appeal" 
-Brooklyn Paper 



Open Tuesday through Saturday for dinner. 

215 Union Street • www.royalsdowntown.co 
^ 718-923-9866 


f 4th of July all day 

I lib maine lobster 

$14.80 


starting 12 noon for lunch/dinner 


Steak Specials ■ American New Classics 


440 Bergen St. (5th ave/flatbush) 
2/3 train to Bergen St. Bklyn 
(718) 230-5925 


w. meltrestaurant.com 


THE "FIXE” IS IN AT TEMPO! 

The Great Neighborhood Restaurant Just Got Better!!! 

COMPLETE THREE COURSE DINNER-FULL MENU SELECTION 
$25 per person SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 
$35 per person FRIDAY and SATURDAY 

250 Bottle Wine Selection-21 Wines By The Glass-Full Bar 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope "718 636 2020 ■ www.tempobrooklyn.con 
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THE KLEZMATICS | 3 

FYVUSH FINKEL | 9 

ROBERTO RODREGUEZ 9 
WOLF KRAKOWSKI& others 


DAN ZANES 
& FRIENDS 


Family music superstar 
w/ very special guests 


BROOKLYN! 

PROSPECT PARK BANDSHELL 1c 

71 8.855.7882 www.celebratebrooklyn.org 

THUR ♦ 7/5 * 7:00 ► iK FRI ♦ 7/6 ♦ 7:30 

Bud Light Latin Music Series I W 1 fe 
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DELGADUl a surprise guest 

host’s an extraordn nedia performance 

VIHM ADA I A I 1C APT “r based on South Africa’s Truth & Reconciliation Commission 
/\IUI v IMr\M LrtUUrtlA I |p.. w/musicians & choirs from South Africa & Brooklyn. - 

| PISTOLERA Folkicon RICHIE HAVENSopens. 


w/musicians & choirs from South Africa & Brooklyn. - 

Folkicon RICHIE HAVENSopens. 


with special guest Melissa Ferrick 
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SAT * 7/14 ♦ 8:00 

BROOKLYN 

PHILHARMONIC 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL CHRISTIE 

8c SPECIAL GUESTS 

MARK O’CONNOR and 
MAYA BEISER 


SAT * 7/21 - 7:00 

HALWILLNER'S 
DOCPOMUS PROJECT 


.OU REED I Ben E. King I 
eddyThompson I 
teven Bernstein I 
oel Born I Adam Dnrn I 
'eterGuralnick s others 


SUN * 7/22 ♦ 5:00 
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By Emily Farris nod to the president’s famous mishap: 

for The Brooklyn Paper getting himself stuck in the tub at the 

White House. 

this carnivorous reporter, vege- “The William Taft is about having fun 
food doesn’t usually get the and eating humanely at the same time,” 


Fi 


I job done. Sure, erudite i: 
and again, but it isn’t what I call dinner. 
So naturally I was dubious when a 


Brown told GO Brooklyn. 

The restaurant serves breakfast, lunch 
and dinner daily. But you don’t have to 


vegetarian diner opened in my neigh- stop by in the morning to try the tofu 


borhood. 

Dining at the 
William Taft, 
which opened on 
June 4, is a bit 
like hanging out 
in a communal 
loft kitchen, and 
that’s part of its 
charm. You can 
chat up the cook 


DINING 


The William Taft (155 Calyer St, be- 
tween Lorimer and Guernsey streets in 
Greenpoint) accepts MasterCard and 

open daily from 8 am-midnight. Subway: 
G to Greenpoint Avenue. Free delivery. 
For information, call (718) 389-0144. 


scramble, home- 
made cereal or 92 
cent cup of coffee 
— the cheapest in 
the ’hood — since 
breakfast is served 
all day. 

Dinner isn’t any- 
thing to scoff at 
though. Appetizers 
simple and 


while your food is being made or slide cheap — one night last week my dinner 
into the back room where movies are date and I shared the “Babagawhat 
screened each night at 9 pm. Plate,” a sampling of fresh-made hum- 

This restaurant doesn’t take itself too mus, garlicky baba ganoush, stuffed 
seriously and that’s clear from the mo- grape leaves, warm pita and crisp cel- 
ment you walk in the door. In honor of ery that was more than enough for two. 
its namesake, notoriously plump Presi- As far as main courses go there are 
dent Taft, there is a bathtub full of jelly- soups and big salads to choose from, but 


beans front and center. Jellybeans, r 
ager Amy Brown explained, were Taft’s 


the bulk of the entrees are sandwiches — 
though construe the word broadly; the 


favorite food — they also come to the sandwich menu includes “Avocado 
table with each meal. And the bathtub? A Tacos.” Most of the eight sandwiches can 


Jelly roll: Diners at the William Taft are greeted by a tubful of jelly beans 
by the front door (top left). Above, French toast is served with fresh fruit. 


be made vegan but ask first since the 
sfandard dishes can contain dairy. 

“The Fantaftic,” sandwich is stuffed 
with avocado, sun-dried tomatoes, fresh 
basil and hummus, a combination that 
makes you forget that there’s a slab of 
grilled tofu beneath it all. The main attrac- 
tion, however, is the spicy zucchini sand- 
wich, made with breaded zucchini, red 
peppers, minced garlic and olive oil. It’s 
perfect on ciabatta, but like all of Taft’s 
sandwiches, it can be served on rye or 
pita. If you’re looking for fewer vegeta- 
bles, try the “Holy Cow,” a down-and- 
dirty grilled cheese without any Mils. 

Each sandwich comes with a side, 
and the potato salad, flavored with car- 
rots, celery, parsley, basil and tarragon, 
should not be missed. There are rotating 
daily vegetable specials, and if you’re 


not into the mayo-laden sides that GO 
Brooklyn loves, dig into home fries, 
veggie chips or brown rice. 

Dessert flavors change daily, but if 
you happen to go when they’re serving 
up flourless chocolate cake, shell out the 
six dollars immediately. One slice is big 
enough for two people, and comes with 
fresh berries and, if you ask nicely, a 
scoop of soy ice cream. Two very suspi- 
cious diners eyed the all-natural cake as 
it came over, but both of us were scrap- 
ing up the leftover frosting just moments 
later — it was that good. 

“Most of our ingredients are organic,” 
Brown said. “We try to make good food 
and keep our prices as low as we can.” 

Another big draw is late-night delivery, 
offering night owls an alternative to the 
up-all-night options that currently run the 
neighborhood’s after hours snack scene. 
The Taft delivers until midnight, and con- 
sidering the $7 delivery minimum and 
speedy service (20 minutes at 11:30 pm 
on a recent Sunday), it’s a smart alterna- 
tive to ordering another pizza. 

Whether dining in or out, beware that 
as the sun gets heavy, the larder gets 
lighter. Have a few side orders in mind 
when ordering, because chances are, the 
restaurant will be out of the one you re- 
ally want by 8 pm. After dark, you’re 
welcome to bring your own beer, but 
don’t forget your ID, the staff might look 
nice, but they’re serious about carding. 

This might not be the way they ran 
things in the White House, but the 
William Taft has sure got my vote. 


Vegout 

Can a vegetarian diner make 
comfort food like the real deal? 


nmifllHIH DDFOIHFBITO When a vegetarian diner was named after porker President William 
KIIKIIIIIbH pKP \lllr M 1 ^ Howard Taft, we started thinking about other places named after a 
IIVIIVVUII 1 HhVIUhll 1 w Leader of the Free World who had no connection to Kings Co. 

Ex-President 

Tangential connection to Brooklyn 

James K. 

p^ k _5#_ 

He may have been a governor of Tennessee, but Brooklyn's own They Might Be Giants immortalized him 
in their song, "James K. Polk," which includes the lyric, "Austere, severe, he held few people dear." 

7 -J William 

'j 1 McKinley 

McKinley was assassinated in Buffalo, but he's immortalized in Brooklyn at the McKinley Intermediate 
School — "the pride of Bay Ridge." 

John F. 
Kennedy 

For many, Kennedy brings to mind the Bay of Pigs, but for some Brooklynites, it's the name of a fried 
chicken joint. 

' ' _ William J. 
I” Clinton 

Like the president that shares its name, Clinton Hill is known for jazz, food and plenty of eager, young 
admirers. 



Age of love 

When Rudy Accomero decided to give a warm, 
sexy vibe to Epoca — his Fort Greene eatery — he 
went all out. 

“I spent more money on candles than on wine,” Ac- 
comero told GO Brooklyn. The expense and attention to 
detail shows. The small Italian spot, which opened earli- 
er this month, is decked out with dark wood furniture 
and has world music — not quite the thump of techno, 
but close — humming in the background. 

Once you’ve finished taking in the ambience, you can 
start digging into the food. Chef Andrea Borio’s cuisine 
is classic Northern Italian with options ranging from 
panini and salads at lunch to the “Orecchiette al pesto,” 
tiny pieces of ear-shaped pasta tossed with basil pesto, 
toasted pine nuts and fiesh asparagus, for dinner. 

According to Accomero, the most popular dish so far 
has been his namesake “Rudy’s Grill” (pictured), a 
choice of salmon, steak or calamari paired with a Gor- 


gonzola, port or lime-mint sauce and served with two 
sides. Wash it all down with a selection from the lengthy 
list of Italian wine and beer, (though curb that craving for 
Limoncello — there’s not a full bar here yet) . 

Epoca (773 Fulton St, between South Portland 
Avenue and South Oxford Street in Fort Greene) 
accepts cash only. Brunch: $11.95. Lunch: 


$6.25-$14.95. Dinner: $7.25-$24.95. The eatery is 
open for dinner Sunday through Thursday from 
noon-5 pm and Friday and Saturday 5 pm-mid- 
night. Lunch is served Wednesday through Friday 
from noon-5 pm. Brunch is served Saturday and 
Sunday from noon-5 pm. For information, call (718) 
596-9070. — Katie Newingham 


^Upen 7 Days A Week 

WSpecial Catering & Party Arrangements^^R 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



8727 - 4 th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 


AUTHENTIC DOMINI! 

“Com Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. 44th & 4 5 th sts.) (718) 438-200^ 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • mg a 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

C annonball! The city’s out- 
door pools are finally 
open, giving relief to the 
millions of us who don’t have 
country houses, don’t like air 
conditioning and, frankly, think 
beaches are nothing but a big 
sandtrap. 

Brownstone Brooklyn’s four 
pools are an invaluable treasure 
for kids of all ages (there’s even 
early morning and evening lap 
swimming hours for adults). 
But, alas, all is not perfect in 
pooland. The quirky hours (11 
am-3 pm and 4-7 pm every 
day), the weird rules (no base- 
ball caps?), and even the lack 
of diving boards are a source of 
great confusion. So to properly 
dive right into the season, Edi- 
tor Gersh Kuntzman checked 
in with Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe — and rode 
him like a surfboard through a 
tsunami. 

Q: Why do the pools open so 
late in the year? After all, some 
days in May and June are as 
hot as Atlanta. 

A: The fact is, the audience re- 
ally isn’t there before the end of 


the school year. And pools have 
to be operated on a seven-day 
schedule because of filtering 
and maintenance. Plus, many of 
our lifeguards are in high 
school, so they’re not ready. 

Q: When I go to one of your 
wonderful Olympic-sized pools, 


usually half the pool is roped 
off. What’s the deal? 

A: A few years ago, the state 
raised the number of lifeguards 
that we need. In the old days, 
we could have 600 guards to 
take care of everything. Now 
we need 1,200. And to fully 


open the Olympic-sized pools 
requires 25 to 30 lifeguards per 
pool, taking into account shifts 
and lunches. We do try to get 
the pools fully open when we 
get peak demand. 

Q: Those lifeguards are some- 
times the bane of my existence. 
Why are they so stringent 
about the rules? 

A: In the 1990s, we had social 
problems and crimes being 
committed against kids at our 
pools, so we developed proto- 


cols. The rules may seem arcane 
— like no colored hats or t- 
shirts — but they are vital to 
maintaining safety and order. 
Before Robert Moses created 
the pools, 400 to 500 people 
would drown every year in 
rivers and creeks because there 
were no safe swimming pools. 
As soon as they opened in 1936, 
accidental drownings plummet- 
ed to about a dozen a year. 

Read the full interview at 
at www.BrooklynPaper.com 


Everyone in the pools 

At last, after weeks of heat, the city's outdoor pools fi- 
nally opened on Friday, bestowing blissful relief to burnt 
brownstoners. All pools are open daily from 1 1 am-3 pm 
and from 4 pm-7 pm. Here's our report card: 


Pool 

Location 

Comment 

Special features? 

Grade 

Commodore 

Nassau Street and North El- 
liot Place in Wallabout 

It's a mini-pool — and 
often quite busy. 

Non,. 

B- 

D&D Pool 

Douglass and Degraw streets, 
between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Boerum Hill 

This mini-sized, yet rarely 
crowded, pool is the hid- 
den gem of the system. 

Nice, fenced-in kiddie 
pool. 

A 

Red Hook 

Bay and Henry streets in Red 
Hook 

Too many rules ruin 
everyone's great time. 

Olympic-sized pool. 

B- 

Sunset Park 

Seventh Avenue between 
41st and 44th streets in Sun- 
set Park 

The best of the outdoor 
Olympic pools, thanks to 
a relaxed staff. 

Great kiddie pool 

A 
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at BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK BEACH 


OPENING JULY 4th 

Admission is FREE! 

Open 7 days a week through Labor Day. 

Between Piers 4 & 5 on the Brooklyn Waterfront I 
(Furman & Joralemon Streets) 


Pool Hours:11am-7pm 
Beach Hours: 9am-7pm 
Free Shuttle Service from: 

Borough Hall, Cadman Plaza West at 
Cranberry Street, Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street, Atlantic Avenue at Furma 

Closest Subways: 2/3 & 4/5 


Call 718-222-9742 or visit 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org/pool 


They won’t 
go Fourth 

Brooklyn during the week of July 4 is typically like Rome in 
August — it empties out of people taking long weekends at the 
beach or in the countryside. 

But with this year’s holiday falling on Hump day, most peo- 
ple seem to be sticking around. While we had visions of empty 
streets and 8 pm dinners at A1 Di La, the reality is that we’ll 
have to wait until Labor Day weekend to have the borough to 
ourselves. 

GO Brooklyn decided to hit the town and find out how Brook- 
lynites are planning to make the most of the hot, humid holiday, even 
if they ’ll be going back to work the day after. — Chris Varmus 



David Dixon, 36, Park Slope 
Dixon’s Bike Shop will be 
closed on the Fourth, and 
David, whose father opened 
the shop 36 years ago, will be 
celebrating with his family in 
Park Slope with a barbecue. “I 
might just spend the whole 
day playing music,” said 
Dixon, who is responsible for 
his shop’s reggae soundtrack. 



Jackie Lomassaro and 
Douglas Calhoun, 

both 23, South Slope 
These two baristas at Tea 
Lounge, who are also room- 
mates, are having a barbecue 
on their South Slope rooftop 
to celebrate Independence 
Day. When asked if there 
were good views of all three 
sets of fireworks, Jackie re- 
sponded with an exuberant, 
“Oh hell yeah! We have the 
best view in all of Brooklyn!” 



Jason Kolbe and Mau- 
reen Farrell, 31 and 28, 

Prospect Heights 

These newlyweds have been 
getting taken advantage of by 
their friends for exquisite roof 
deck views non-stop for the 
past several months and while 
they have agreed to host a bar- 
becue on the Fourth, this time 
they are putting their feet 
down: just frozen burgers and 
dogs — no more fancy surf 
’n’ turf for the freeloaders. 


Jed Koslow, 30, Gowanus 
This recent Brooklyn Law 
graduate has his pick of his 
friends’ roof parties. Whether 
he decides to patriotically 
booze it up at his former 
roommate’s new Carroll Gar- 
dens roof or his law school 
chum’s around the comer in 
Boerum Hill, “It’s nice to 
have options, especially when 
you love this country as much 
as I do,” he said, licking his 
lips in anticipation of a fine 
Fourth feast. 


Sky lights 


There might not be any 
fireworks in Prospect Park 
or Coney Island this Fourth 
of July, but to make up for it, 
Macy’s is now firing off its 
famous pyrotechnics from 
three locations — including 
a spot near the South Street 
Seaport that is easily viewed 
from the Promenade or 
DUMBO. The display of 
more than 120,000 bursts 
begins at 9 pm and can be 
seen from anywhere with a 
view of the East River. 

If you want a little more 
panache than climbing on 
your buddy’s rooftop, opt 
for the New York Water 
Taxi’s five-hour cham- 


pagne fireworks cruise. De- 
parting at 5 pm from the 
South Street Seaport, you 
can sail down the East Riv- 
er while taking in the fire- 
works, downing sushi and 
crab cakes and enjoying the 
open bar. If the $125 price 
tag is a bit too much, 
there’s a three-hour cruise 
leaving at 7 pm from Pier 
45 on Manhattan’s West 
Side that runs a slightly 
less outrageous $75. The 
sandwiches and snacks will 
be included, but you’ll 
have to pay for your drinks . 

For information, call 
(212) 742-1969 or visit 
www.nywatertaxi.com. 




Thursday, luly 5 at 7:00pm 

vs. Staten Island Yankees 

LATINO HERITAGE NIGHT 
presented by: 

Maimonides 

Medical Center 

Appearance by REGGY 


Saturday, July 7 at 6:00pm 

vs. Jamestown Jammers 

SOUVENIR BASEBALL 

Vfirst 2500) 

Sunday, July 8 at 5:00pm 

vs. Jamestown Jammers 

RALPH BRANCA APPEARANCE 


Bring Your Webkinz to the Park Day 


Monday, July Oat 7:00pm 

vs. Jamestown Jammers 

GREEN T-SHIRT 

^fjrst 2000 tans 21 and over) 

& IRISH HERITAGE NIGHT 
presented by: 


SPORTS RADIO 

66AM 


vim 


GERRY COONEY 


718 - 507 .TIXX • brooklyncyclones.com 
keysram • Shea Stadium 

For Season Ticket, Mini-Plan and Group information, call 718-37-BKLYN- 



ICLONES 

BROOKLYN. 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

C annonball! The city’s out- 
door pools are finally 
open, giving relief to the 
millions of us who don’t have 
country houses, don’t like air 
conditioning and, frankly, think 
beaches are nothing but a big 
sandtrap. 

Brownstone Brooklyn’s four 
pools are an invaluable treasure 
for kids of all ages (there’s even 
early morning and evening lap 
swimming hours for adults). 
But, alas, all is not perfect in 
pooland. The quirky hours (11 
am-3 pm and 4-7 pm every 
day), the weird rules (no base- 
ball caps?), and even the lack 
of diving boards are a source of 
great confusion. So to properly 
dive right into the season, Edi- 
tor Gersh Kuntzman checked 
in with Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe — and rode 
him like a surfboard through a 
tsunami. 

Q: Why do the pools open so 
late in the year? After all, some 
days in May and June are as 
hot as Atlanta. 

A: The fact is, the audience re- 
ally isn’t there before the end of 


the school year. And pools have 
to be operated on a seven-day 
schedule because of filtering 
and maintenance. Plus, many of 
our lifeguards are in high 
school, so they’re not ready. 

Q: When I go to one of your 
wonderful Olympic-sized pools, 


usually half the pool is roped 
off. What’s the deal? 

A: A few years ago, the state 
raised the number of lifeguards 
that we need. In the old days, 
we could have 600 guards to 
take care of everything. Now 
we need 1,200. And to fully 


open the Olympic-sized pools 
requires 25 to 30 lifeguards per 
pool, taking into account shifts 
and lunches. We do try to get 
the pools fully open when we 
get peak demand. 

Q: Those lifeguards are some- 
times the bane of my existence. 
Why are they so stringent 
about the rules? 

A: In the 1990s, we had social 
problems and crimes being 
committed against kids at our 
pools, so we developed proto- 


cols. The rules may seem arcane 
— like no colored hats or t- 
shirts — but they are vital to 
maintaining safety and order. 
Before Robert Moses created 
the pools, 400 to 500 people 
would drown every year in 
rivers and creeks because there 
were no safe swimming pools. 
As soon as they opened in 1936, 
accidental drownings plummet- 
ed to about a dozen a year. 

Read the full interview at 
at www.BrooklynPaper.com 


Everyone in the pools 

At last, after weeks of heat, the city's outdoor pools fi- 
nally opened on Friday, bestowing blissful relief to burnt 
brownstoners. All pools are open daily from 1 1 am-3 pm 
and from 4 pm-7 pm. Here's our report card: 


Pool 

Location 

Comment 

Special features? 

Grade 

Commodore 

Nassau Street and North El- 
liot Place in Wallabout 

It's a mini-pool — and 
often quite busy. 

Non,. 

B- 

D&D Pool 

Douglass and Degraw streets, 
between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Boerum Hill 

This mini-sized, yet rarely 
crowded, pool is the hid- 
den gem of the system. 

Nice, fenced-in kiddie 
pool. 

A 

Red Hook 

Bay and Henry streets in Red 
Hook 

Too many rules ruin 
everyone's great time. 

Olympic-sized pool. 

B- 

Sunset Park 

Seventh Avenue between 
41st and 44th streets in Sun- 
set Park 

The best of the outdoor 
Olympic pools, thanks to 
a relaxed staff. 

Great kiddie pool 

A 
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They won’t 
go Fourth 

Brooklyn during the week of July 4 is typically like Rome in 
August — it empties out of people taking long weekends at the 
beach or in the countryside. 

But with this year’s holiday falling on Hump day, most peo- 
ple seem to be sticking around. While we had visions of empty 
streets and 8 pm dinners at A1 Di La, the reality is that we’ll 
have to wait until Labor Day weekend to have the borough to 
ourselves. 

GO Brooklyn decided to hit the town and find out how Brook- 
lynites are planning to make the most of the hot, humid holiday, even 
if they ’ll be going back to work the day after. — Chris Varmus 



David Dixon, 36, Park Slope 
Dixon’s Bike Shop will be 
closed on the Fourth, and 
David, whose father opened 
the shop 36 years ago, will be 
celebrating with his family in 
Park Slope with a barbecue. “I 
might just spend the whole 
day playing music,” said 
Dixon, who is responsible for 
his shop’s reggae soundtrack. 



Jason Kolbe and Mau- 
reen Farrell, 31 and 28, 

Prospect Heights 

These newlyweds have been 
getting taken advantage of by 
their friends for exquisite roof 
deck views non-stop for the 
past several months and while 
they have agreed to host a bar- 
becue on the Fourth, this time 
they are putting their feet 
down: just frozen burgers and 
dogs — no more fancy surf 
’n’ turf for the freeloaders. 



Jackie Lomassaro and 
Douglas Calhoun, 

both 23, South Slope 


These two baristas at Tea 
Lounge, who are also room- 
mates, are having a barbecue 
on their South Slope rooftop 
to celebrate Independence 
Day. When asked if there 
were good views of all three 
sets of fireworks, Jackie re- 
sponded with an exuberant, 
“Oh hell yeah! We have the 
best view in all of Brooklyn!” 



Jed Koslow, 30, Gowanus 


This recent Brooklyn Law 
graduate has his pick of his 
friends’ roof parties. Whether 
he decides to patriotically 
booze it up at his former 
roommate’s new Carroll Gar- 
dens roof or his law school 
chum’s around the comer in 
Boerum Hill, “It’s nice to 
have options, especially when 
you love this country as much 
as I do,” he said, licking his 
lips in anticipation of a fine 
Fourth feast. 


Sky lights 


There might not be any 
fireworks in Prospect Park 
or Coney Island this Fourth 
of July, but to make up for it, 
Macy’s is now firing off its 
famous pyrotechnics from 
three locations — including 
a spot near the South Street 
Seaport that is easily viewed 
from the Promenade or 
DUMBO. The display of 
more than 120,000 bursts 
begins at 9 pm and can be 
seen from anywhere with a 
view of the East River. 

If you want a little more 
panache than climbing on 
your buddy’s rooftop, opt 
for the New York Water 
Taxi’s five-hour cham- 


pagne fireworks cruise. De- 
parting at 5 pm from the 
South Street Seaport, you 
can sail down the East Riv- 
er while taking in the fire- 
works, downing sushi and 
crab cakes and enjoying the 
open bar. If the $125 price 
tag is a bit too much, 
there’s a three-hour cruise 
leaving at 7 pm from Pier 
45 on Manhattan’s West 
Side that runs a slightly 
less outrageous $75. The 
sandwiches and snacks will 
be included, but you’ll 
have to pay for your drinks . 

For information, call 
(212) 742-1969 or visit 
www.nywatertaxi.com. 




120 Years of/Banking Tradition 
Comes to Bay Ridge 


8512 3rd Avenue, between 85th & 86th Streets I Now thru July 14th 



Really Free Checking • Free Checks • Free Online Banking & Bill Payment! 

Open a Really Free Checking Account with $250 
or more and choose one of these free gifts! 




1 . $1 0 Century 21 Gift Card 2. Poker Mania Handheld Game 

3. His or Hers Watch 4. Conair Hair Dryer 

Sign up for Direct Deposit and we’ll add $50 to your account/ 


Join Us Between lOam & 1pm 


Father’s Day Saturday 

June 16 

Bring in Dad for a Free Caricature 

Kid’s Saturday 

June 23 

Balloon Sculptures & Face Painting 

Independence Day Saturday 

June 30 

Come in & enjoy Bluegrass Music 

1 Wild Wiener Saturday 

July 7 

Free Hot Dogs (1 1 am-1 pm) 


Better Business 
Banking Solutions 


Business Checking 

Money Market Accounts 

Commercial Lending 

Non-Profit Checking 

Credit Card Processing 

Business Credit Card 

J 


Enter our Grand Opening 
Hi-Def Sweepstakes! 

You may win one of these fabulous prizes 


Grand Prize: 
First Prize: 
Second Prize: 
Third Prize: 
Fourth Prize: 


Panasonic 42” HD Plasma TV 
Samsung 40” LCD HDTV 
Sony 32” LCD HDTV 
Sony BluRay HD DVD Player 
Toshiba HD DVD Player 


Free Business Check Value Pack with 
all new Business Checking Accounts! 



Northfield 


Since 1887 


8512 3rd Avenue • 718-833-1081 

www.eNorthfield.com 

Hours: Monday to Wednesday: 8am-4pm 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-7pm; Saturday: 9am-1 pm 


‘Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is in effect June 1 

of comparable value and assumes m 

Direct Deposit to receive the $50 bor 


rn stated APY is $2,500. Th 


immediately upon confirmation of the first Direct Deposit into your ac 


i necessary to enter Sweepstakes. 


i subject to change and may be withdrawn at ; 
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According to the most recent U.S. 
Government report, the three top-ranked 
hospitals in the country for treating 
both heart attacks and heart failure are: 

New York-Presbyterian in Manhattan, 
Hillcrest Hospital in Cleveland 
and Maimonides in Brooklyn. 




This is a tribute to the dedication of all the doctors, nurses and staff at the Maimonides Cardiac Institute. Yet, while it is a huge feather in our cap, it is 
by no means the only feather. According to HealthGrades®, Maimonides is #1 in Cardiac Interventions in New York City and #1 in Cardiology in New York 
State for 2007. Maimonides Cardiac Institute. Proving once again that one of the nation’s best hospitals for cardiac care is right in the heart of Brooklyn. 


Medical Center 
Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people. 


Ranked by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services as one 
of only three hospitals in the country to achieve excellent 
ratings in both heart attack and heart failure patient outcomes. 

For the report go to: www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov 


In a cardiac emergency, call 911. For more information, visit www.maimonidesmed.org. 



The Oasis @ Weeksville 


There's something for everyone to enjoy at the historic Hunterfly Road Houses — 
Sat, July 14 ■ aM summer long! 


• Saturdays in July * 7 pm, plus a special concert on July 8 @ 3 pm 
\y 7 The H 



You don’t have to travel far for the best healthcare for kids 


Brooklyn Doe House 

*■ rlavrarp H hnardino 


A A 718 222-4900 

/,r ' s n 7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 


7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 
• web cams - watcn your dog play 
l *l " I I • curbside pick up and drop off 
' | / • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

individual attention 

multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Schneider Children’s Hospital 

Consultation Contor at Williamsburo 


158 Broadway / ' 

Brooklyn, NY 11211 ' 

Easy access to public transportation 

NOW OPEN 

For appointments or information call: 

718 . 302.0164 






Brooklyn’s Best 


— HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



A A 718 222-4900 

/,r ' s m jara-lOpm weekdays, 9 am-l 0 pm weekends 

1 J ’2 supervised playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 

1 \ / k | • web cams - watcn your dog play 

l \ %. II' curbside pick up and drop off 
I » Z' I I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
I • individual attention 

' • multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

]TJ DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Gift of jab 

Boroughs boxing boy wonder 
is headed to the Olympics 



By John O’Connor 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I low to fight,” said Shemuel Pagan, 
a 19-year-old featherweight from 
Borough Park who is currently 
ranked as one of the best boxers in the 
country. “Beating people up legally, 
that’s the greatest thing about it.” 

At 125-pounds and standing just 5- 
foot-6, Pagan — whose nickname is 
“Da Problem” — doesn’t look like 
he’s an ambitious, world-class fighter. 
He has a faint, boyish mustache, a 
quick smile, listens to Bobby Valenti- 
no and wears his hair in a ponytail. 
Prior to starting his amateur boxing 


career six years ago, he was a self- 
avowed mama’s boy. 

According to his father and trainer, 
Robert Pagan , a former U.S . kickbox- 
ing champ and pro boxer, Shemuel 
learned to box because he was getting 
picked on at school. “His mother said 
to me, ‘Robert, you’ve got to teach 
this boy how to fight so he can defend 
himself.’ So I started training him. 
Right away, I could see how talented 
he was.” 

A two-time New York Golden 
Gloves champ and bronze medalist at 
the U.S.A. Boxing Championship, 
Shemuel has accumulated a record of 
59 wins and 12 losses. 


“His speed is his greatest asset,” said 
Robert. “He’s sharp, and he makes 
quick adjustments. His only problem is 
he tends to overeat a little. He wants 
the pizza and the ice cream. We strug- 
gle to keep his weight down.” 

Despite his diminutive size, Pagan is 
a deceptively powerful hitter. “People 


underestimate his strength,” said 
Robert. “He wears glasses most of the 
time and looks a little nerdy, so they’re 
surprised when they feel the punch.” 
Now that he’s getting ready for the 
Olympic tryouts, however, Shemuel 
has to literally pick his battles. “He was 
traveling [to fights] a lot,” his father 


said, “but now that he’s an elite athlete, 
we don’t participate as much. I don’t 
put him in the club shows unless it’s 
necessary.” Club shows, events where 
lesser known fighters try to make 
names for themselves, are unnecessary 
and unsafe according to Robert. 

On June 23 at Gleason’s Gym in 
DUMBO, Pagan fought in the final 
round of qualifiers for the Empire 
State Games, a multi-sport amateur 
competition held each July, which he 
won last year. His opponent was a 
speedy and talented 19-year-old from 
the Bronx named Joseph Arroyo. 

In the fourth round, one resounding 
thwack after another issued from the 
ring as Pagan delivered a series of 
staggering blows to Arroyo’s vulnera- 
ble noggin. He held Arroyo on the 
ropes, constantly forcing him to reset. 
In the end, Pagan’s superior footwork 
and power subdued Arroyo. The 
judges ruled 5-0 in Pagan’s favor. 

The Pagan’s are strict about their 
Jewish faith, which means Shemuel 
cannot fight on the Sabbath. His bout, 
the last on the card Saturday, began 
after sunset. 

“He’s my number one hope for win- 
ning the gold,” a beaming Harry Louis, 
coach of Brooklyn’s Empire State 
sr Games boxing team, said afterwards. 

| “It was a pretty tough fight,” ac- 
I kno wledged Pagan , who admires the 
I Brooklyn-born welterweight great 
S Zab Judah. “Arroyo was a good fight- 
jj- er, but I’m better. My plan wasn’t to 
g, knock him out but to beat him by 
| rounds. I knew he was trying not to 
“ get knocked out. Every time he came 
^ at me, I had an answer.” 

Pagan, who has already earned a 
try-out for the U.S. Olympic team lat- 
er this year, hopes to turn professional 
in a year or so. 

“Right now, boxing is everything,” 
he said. “I have the skills to become a 
world champion.” 

“I feel happy,” said Shemuel. “My 
name hasn’t been ringing bells for the 
longest time, but it’s time to let peo- 
ple know, Shemuel’s here, and he’s 
from Brooklyn.” 



A good 'egg': Waitress Kathy Maslowska prepares 
chocolate egg cream at Peter Pan Donut Shop. 


CREAM... 

Continued from page 9 

Hinsch’s 

Hinsch’s, a soda shop and 
luncheonette in Bay Ridge, 
has been around since 1948. 
As I walked in, past the dis- 
play of chocolates in the shape 
of firefighters, I thought the 
place had definite promise. 
“Stayin’ Alive” was playing 
on die radio — how Bay 
Ridge can you get? 

The scene was right, but 
my egg cream ($2) was all 
wrong. The waiter filled a 
glass with seltzer, sloshed in 
some whole milk, pumped in 
a lot of syrup and then, just for 
good measure, even more 
seltzer to top it off. He gave it 
a halfhearted stir and plunked 
it down in front of me. It 


looked all right in the glass, 
but the head began to disap- 
pear almost immediately, the 
bubbles fizzling out like rapid- 
ly deflating balloons, and the 
flavor of the syrup was com- 
pletely overwhelming. It was- 
n’t even properly chocolatey 
— just a pure, intense sugar 
flavor. The egg cream tasted 
super-concentrated, as if it had 
somehow been condensed and 
desperately needed to be re- 
constituted and lightened up. 

In the end, it seemed that if 
I wanted to find the egg cream 
of the crop, I would have to 
venture as far as my own kit- 
chen. As I rummaged through 
the fridge I hummed to my- 
self, remembering what Lou 
Reed once crooned in his 1996 
song, “Egg Cream”: “Some 
U-bet’s chocolate syrup / 
Seltzer water mixed with milk 
/ You stir it up into a heady fro 
/Tasted just like silk.” 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 



Compiled by Chiara V Cow 


BAY RIDGE 

Kitty Kiernan’s 

9715 Third Ave. at 97th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 921-0217, www.kittykiernans.com. 

July 14: Ben, 10 pm, FREE. 

The Salty Dog 

7509 Third Ave. at 75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238-9260, www.saltydogbar.com. 
Wednesdays: Karaoke Night, 9 pm, FREE. 

The Wicked Monk 

8415 Fifth Ave. at 84th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 921-0601, www.wickedmonk.com. 
Wednesdays: Beer Pong, 9 pm, $TBD; June 

July 1 : Karaoke with DJ Piz, Tracy's Birthday, 
and more, 9 pm, $5; July 3: Coors Light Girls, 
14th Anniversary Party, Lucky 13, Heineken 
Girls, 9 pm, $5; July : Smash, 9 pm, $5; July 1 2: 
Joe Walz Acoustic, Rob & Scott, 9 pm, $5; July 



Magnetic Field 

97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 834-0069, 
www.magneticbrooklyn.com. 

June 30: Big, 8 pm, $6; July 1: Readings wL. 
Gary Lutz, Deb Olin Unferth, 6:30 pm, FREE; 


BUSHWICK 

Silent Bam 


Michishita, Acre, Tunnels, Casey Block and 
Duane Pitre, 8 pm, $TBD; July 7: Very be 
Careful, WZT Hearts, 8 pm, $8; July 12: Night 


CLINTON HILL 

Grand Dakar Cafe 


Living Room 
Lounge 

245 23rd St. at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 499-1505. 

Saturdays: DJ Kirt, 10 pm, FREE; Sundays: 
Cult Movie Night, 8 pm, FREE; Mondays: 


PARK SLOPE 


444 Seventh Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9800. 

July 1: Mike McGinnis 4, 7 pm, Harris Eis 
stadt Canada Day Quintet. 9 Dm. $5: Julv 


376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177, www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 
Sundays: Stephane Wrembel, 9 pm, $10 sug- 
gested donation; Tuesdays: Jenny Scheinman, 

Party, 9 pm, $10; June 30: Greta Gertler & The 


Manchon's Orchestra de 


The Burger Bar 

499 Ninth St. at Seventh Avei ' ' 
Slope, (718) 832-5500. 


Cattyshack 

249 Fourth Ave. at Carroll Street in Park 
Slope, (718)230-5740, 

FREE, Chump Change, 10 pm, FREE; Tues- 
days: Trivia Night, 7 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: 
Karaoke with Sherry Vine, 9 pm, FREE ($2 after 
10 pm). Oink Boys Party (ladies welcome with 
sexy boys), 10 pm, $5; Thursdays: S— tkickers, 
8 pm, FREE ($5 after 9 pm). Hey DJ!, 10 pm, $5; 
Fridays: R.P.M. with DJ Lug Nut, 7 pm, FREE. 


514 Second St. at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-3253, 
www.twobootsbrooklyn.com. 

June 30: Bill Malchow & The Go-Cup Allstars, 
10 pm, FREE; July 6: Carolyn Sills & A Poor 

pm, FREE; July 13:' Afroskull, *10 p^.^EE; 


Jalopy 

315 Columbia St. at Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395-3214, www.jalopy.biz. 

Curtis Wheelbring's Curtis-chestra, 9 pm, Guil- 
lermo E. Brown's Cut-Up Quintet, 10:30 pm, 
$15; July 1: Darling Arms, 8 pm, Ivana XL, 9 


What What Where, 8:30 pm, $8; July 4: 

I've Met (featuring former members of Modest 
Mouse, Sparklehorse, and Cat Power), 10 pm, 


loncafeconcert.coi 


TALK TO US.. 


Union Hall 

(Downstairs at) 702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400, 
www.unionhallny.com. 


SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

Anyway Cafe 


on a space available basis. We regret we 


te public to call, Web site 
s and color photos of per- 
718) 834-9278. Listings are 
ake listings over the phone. 
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To get Coney job done, Sitt 
looks to Ratner's playbook 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Coney Island developer Joe 
Sitt is now hawking a “bind- 
ing agreement” with local 
leaders to make his $1.5-bil- 
lion amusement and hotel fan- 
tasyland become reality — 
hinting this week at an Atlantic- 
Yards-style solution to his on- 
going problem of gaining sup- 
port for the glitzy proposal. 

“At the end of the day, this 
project will not be built without 
some kind of binding agree- 
ment done well in advance,” 
Sitt told Coney residents who 
packed into a Mermaid Avenue 
church to hear him present his 
plan to transform the neighbor- 
hood’s amusement zone into a 
strip of hotels, shops and new 


scream-inducing rides. 

Sitt has not had an easy time 
rousing support from the city, 
which must approve his plan 
before construction can begin. 
So now he’s pulling developer 
tricks out of the bag, in true 
Coney showman style. 

The public (and public-rela- 
tions) campaign began in earnest 
last week, when Sitt loudly 
dropped the 900 condo units 
from his glittering design. He 
then held a press conference to 
announce that “all of Coney Is- 
land” was behind him — smiling 
on the Boardwalk, even as “all of 
Coney Island” was calling re- 
porters to distance itself from Sitt. 

This week’s pulpit-side pro- 
mise of a deal with community 
leaders starts the second phase 
in convincing city officials that 


Sitt is trustworthy. 

The “community benefits 
agreement” approach worked for 
Atiantic Yards developer Bruce 
Ratner, who is currently building 
the only Brooklyn development 
latger than Sitt’s proposal. 

The developer — dressed 
sharply with a pinstriped suit and 
an ever-ready grin — presented 
his vision with the infectious exu- 
berance that has characterized his 
approach to the project since his 
company, Thor Equities, began 
buying up the faded amusement 
district two years ago. 

Sitt, who lives near Coney in 
the Gravesend neighborhood, 
got some support from the 
crowd, but not for his 40-foot 
“Freakenspiele Tower” ride or 
his “Bizarre Bazaar” of shops. 
Instead, locals cheered for job 


opportunities, asking multiple 
times for guarantees of local 
hiring and training programs. 

“This community wants 
jobs. [People] are interested in 
what [Sitt] will build, but first 
and foremost they are looking 
at what economic opportunities 
can be created,” said Minister 
Eddie Brumfield, a member of 
Community Board 13. 

Brumfield said that Coney Is- 
land leaders were “looking at” 
the agreement Ratner signed with 
some local organizations to see if 
the model could work there. 

Sitt’s spokesman, Lee Silber- 
stein, said the developer is not 
yet ready to speak about specif- 
ic possibilities for such a CBA. 

“There are lots of groups out 
there,” Silberstein said. “Joe has 
been talking to them.” 



After real-estate developer Joe Sitt showed off new renderings of his proposed amusement-hotel Xanadu at a community 
meeting this week, residents (including Ronald Stewart, inset) got their chance to speak. 


BROOKLYN PAPER DEVELOPMENT NEWS 


Two Trees tries tower — again — on Water St. 



By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Developer David Walentas 
has proposed to add another 
castle to his DUMBO fiefdom: 
a $200-million, 400-apartment, 
commercial and middle school 
project on Water Street, be- 
tween Water and Front streets 

— the same location where a 
similar Walentas proposal was 
defeated in 2004. 

To avoid such a fate, Walen- 
tas’s Two Trees Management 

— the principal landlord in the 
booming neighborhood down 
under the Manhattan Bridge 
overpass — has set aside 80 of 
the units as below-market-rate 
housing and reconfigured the 
building so that it obstructs 
fewer views of the Brooklyn 
Bridge. 

The blocked views were one 
reason several community 
groups objected to the earlier 
version. The 300-student mid- 
dle school is also new to the 
proposal. 

The company needs a city 
rezoning from manufacturing to 
residential before it can build. 

Anticipating controversy, Two 
Trees has already begun a mass- 


mailing campaign in DUMBO 
and Brooklyn Heights, sending 
out a glossy, full-color pamphlet 
asking for support — much in 
the style of developer Brace 
Ratner, who courted support for 
Atlantic Yards by sending out 
hundreds of thousands of such 
pamphlets. 

The Two Trees mailer in- 
cludes a pre-paid postcard peti- 
tion in support of the project. 

The petition is addressed to 


Councilman David Yassky. The 
Brooklyn Heights Democrat, 
who was criticized by some 
groups for not opposing the 
2004 project fast enough, said 
this week that DUMBO does 
need a middle school, but not 
another gigantic development. 

He called the mailings “a page 
from the Forest City Ratner play- 
book.” 

It’s unclear whether Two 
Trees will pay for the school 


portion of the project or if the 
company expects the city to 
pick up the tab. But Yassky says 
it makes a big difference. 

“If all they’re saying is, we’ll 
offer the space to the Board of 
Education so they can buy it, 
well, the Board of Education can 
buy space in a lot of places,” he 

Two Trees officials said the 
details still need to be worked 
out, but company heir Jed Wa- 


lentas is optimistic. 

“From a public policy stand- 
point, I anticipate widespread 
support,” he said, noting that the 
community had been “clamoring 
for decades” for a middle school 
— even though DUMBO has 
only recently begun attracting 
families. 

He also touted the company's 
commitment to meet eco-friend- 
ly construction standards. 

But Walentas admitted that 


“not everyone in the world will 
like” the 18-story building. 

“For example, the Brooklyn 
Heights Association has opposed 
everything we’ve ever built.” 
Perhaps, but the BHA did not 
want to take a formal position on 
the latest design until Two Trees 
had formally presented its pro- 
posal to the Association after this 
issue went to press. 

But Association Executive 
Director Judy Stanton did see 
the need for a middle school. 

“We’ve become much more 
of a public school neighbor- 
hood than we were,” she said, 
pointing to the full-capacity PS 
8 elementary school on Hicks 
Street on the DUMBO end of 
Brooklyn Heights. “Graduating 
fifth-graders do not have ade- 
quate choices.” 

Others agreed, but didn’t 
think a giant mixed-use build- 
ing was the answer. 

“We do need a middle 
school, but this need . . . should 
not be used to leverage an out- 
of-scale development,” said 
Karen Johnson, president of the 
DUMBO Neighborhood Asso- 
ciation. “We are against the 
height and density and will . . . 
oppose this.” 



Downtown's House of D(isappointment) 

City says reopened Atlantic Avenue jail is definitely a done deal 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The jail deal is all locked up. 

Department of Correction Com- 
missioner Martin Horn told an angry 
crowd of Boerum Hill residents that 
the Brooklyn House of Detention on 
Atlantic Avenue at Smith Street will 
definitely reopen, squelching any lin- 
gering hopes that the grim, 11 -story 
Big House would be sold to a devel- 


oper more in tune with the increas- 
ingly posh, residential neighborhood. 

“The idea that there will not be a jail 
is not an option,” Horn said at public 
meeting held last Thursday at the his- 
toric Belarusian Church on Atlantic Av- 
enue at Bond Street, a stone’s throw 
from the granite-faced jail (left). 

The commissioner said that the 
city would “be crazy” to abandon the 
50-year-old cells, which are connect- 
ed to the borough’s courthouses via 


“It is the right place for a jail,” he 

Ever since the House of D closed 
in 2003 , residents and local officials 
have pushed the city to make the 
lockdown permanent. 

Instead, Horn announced in the 
spring that the jail would double in 
size, with hundreds of new cells, plus 
a 22,000-square-foot underground 
parking garage. 


But the plan also called for new 
ground-floor retail and space for two 
residential, office or hotel towers on 
either side of the penal facility. 

That nod to neighborhood charac- 
ter, however, did not go over as well 
as planned. 

“The jail has been a bad neighbor 
for a long time, and we don’t want to 
see it reopen even bigger,” said Sandy 
Balboza, president of the Atlantic Av- 
enue Betterment Association. 


Tish: Downtown housing should be 'affordable’ 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

An unlikely trio of Brooklyn po- 
liticians wants the city to revisit a 
three-year-old plan that was supposed 
to foment a business boom in Down- 
town Brooklyn, but has instead 
sparked a luxury apartment gold rush. 

Councilwoman Letitia James (D- 
Fort Greene) is calling for the Bloom- 
berg Administration to amend the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan, a 2004 up- 


Correction 

Our coverage of a school’s proposal to 
strip poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s 
name off the building overstated the role 
of Community Education Council Presi- 
dent Mary-Powel Thomas (“School’s 
memory short on Longfellow,” June 23). 
Thomas’s group supports the PS 94 prin- 
cipal’s bid to change the name, but did not 
have a role in coming up with the idea. 
The Paper regrets the error. 


zoning that sought to turn Downtown 
into a booming commercial district, but 
has lately stimulated far more residen- 
tial development than anticipated. 

James wants the city to now require 
that half of all the new residential units 
built under the plan be priced below- 
market rates. 

“The Downtown Brooklyn Plan has 
turned out to be more residential than 
commercial,” said James, who voted 
for the unanimously passed plan three 
years ago. “But there were no provi- 
sions, other than on Myrtle Avenue, for 
affordable housing. And affordable 
housing needs to be included in the re- 
zoning. It’s not too late.” 

How does James know she’s onto 
something? None other than Borough 
President Markowitz, who is often at 
odds with the councilwoman on devel- 
opment issues, agreed with her. 

“The time has come to revisit [the 
plan] in order to amend the zoning res- 
olution to include such [affordable 
housing] provisions, and to fix what 


was started three years ago,” Marko- 
witz said in a statement as part of an 
otherwise unrelated rezoning issue in 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 

Councilman David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights) also offered 
support: “Downtown is rapid- 
ly becoming out of reach 
for middle-income fami- 
lies, and that’s some- 
thing we ought to be 
addressing.” * 

Indeed, luxury hous- | 
ing is outstripping other 
forms of development in 
the neighborhood: from 
the Oro condominiums oi 
Gold Street to the redevel- 
opment of the old Department 
of Education building at 110 Liv- 
ingston St.; from United American 
Land’s planned 30-story on Willough- 
by Street, to AvalonBay’s 600-unit lux- 
ury “community” planned for Myrtle 
Avenue and Gold Street. 

The high-rise boom is not what the 



city said it envisioned when it developed 
the Downtown Brooklyn Plan, which it 
described as a way of keeping city busi- 
nesses from fleeing to New Jersey and 
elsewhere after 9-11. “Downtown Brook- 
lyn is a key part of New York 
City’s strategy for growth by 
providing an affordable op- 
ion for businesses and a 
competitive alternative 
to New Jersey,” the 
plan stated. 

But the plan 
hi i evolved because “de- 

j, / velopers have concluded 
/ they can make more mon- 
ey building residential than 
commercial,” said Brad Lan- 
der, the director of the Pratt Center 
for Community Development. 

Still, Lander was doubtful the city 
would follow James’s advice. 

“That’s a lovely thing to call for, but 
I think it’s extremely unlikely that the 
Bloomberg Administration will agree 
to it,” said Lander. 


“They’ve consistently opposed it. 
They prefer an approach that is based 
on incentives.” 

City Planning would only confirm that 
James would soon meet with Pumima 
Kapur, the agency’s Brooklyn director. A 
spokeswoman would not talk about the 
substance of James’s proposal. 

Meanwhile, the Brooklyn Down- 
town Partnership, the quasi-govem- 
mental agency that’s overseeing devel- 
opment in Downtown Brooklyn, 
argued that it was already doing plenty 
to support affordable housing. 

“[We have] been working with the 
private development community to in- 
clude affordable housing in all current 
and future projects,” said Joe Chan, 
president of the Partnership. 

But the Partnership can only “educate” 
developers — it lacks any legal leverage. 

The Partnership contends that 3,000 
of the planned 17,000 new units in the 
pipeline will be affordable housing, but 
Chan’s spokesman, Shane Kavanagh, 
declined to give details at this point. 
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Protesters jammed the steps of City Hall Wednesday to condemn the use of emi- 
nent domain to make room for Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Yards development. 


BRUCE BOOST... 


Continued from page 1 
bars her from speaking negatively about At- 
lantic Yards, told the Daily News that the 
“special carve-out” was “bad public policy.” 

Assemblywoman Joan Millman said she 
was stunned at how a piece of legislation in- 
tended to curb the abuse of an outdated de- 
velopment incentive was actually tailored to 
line the pockets of a single well-connected 
developer. 

“We certainly didn’t [talk] about this be- 
cause if we had, I would have said, ‘No way. 
This particular developer has gotten enough 
of a break,’ ” said Millman (D-Cobble Hill), 
referring to the project’s massive subsidy 
package of $305 million in direct city and 
state funding, $1.4 billion in low-interest 
loans and numerous other tax abatements. 

Like Millman, Jeffries also voted against 
the bill, calling it a “poison pill” within the 


larger, positive reform effort. 

Lopez, who has received thousands of dol- 
lars in campaign contributions from Ratner’s 
brother and sister-in-law, did not return numer- 
ous phone calls and requests for interviews. He 
has said that the legislation was the result of 
compromise between Ratner and lawmakers . 

Ratner has been lobbying the legislature 
for several years, state records show, and 
has, in fact, been banking on the exemption. 

A consultant report commissioned by the de- 
veloper last year showed that Rainer’s cash flow 
projections assumed the state would grant him 
the 25-year tax break on all 16 Yards towers. 

The “carve out” will also allow Ratner’s 
project to charge more for his “affordable” 
units than other developers who receive the 

Under the general rule, builders must 
make the subsidized units affordable to peo- 


ple who earn 60 percent of the city’s area 
median income of $70,000 for a family of 
four. But Ratner's subsidized units will be 
open to people earning 70 percent or more 
of the area median income. 

Lopez told the Daily News that the devel- 
oper had asked the Assembly to set the in- 
come requirement even higher, but was de- 
nied that perk. Lopez’s motivations for 
slipping in the Ratner-favoring clause are un- 
clear. One source said that the Brooklyn De- 
mocratic Party boss might have done it as a 
favor to Assembly Speaker Shelly Silver. “Sil- 
ver and [Forest City Ratner lobbyist] Brace 
Bender are old friends,” said the source. 

Critics said the amendment represents an 
egregious act of favoritism. 

“The taxpayers of New York are giving 
up more than $175 million in exchange for 
no additional affordability and no additional 
public benefit,” said Brad Lander, director 
of the Pratt Center for Community Develop- 
ment and a member of Mayor Bloomberg’s 
421-a reform task force. 


That task force helped craft a reform pro- 
posal that paved the way for the Assembly 
bill. But the city bill didn’t give any special 
treatment to Ratner. 

In light of the new state windfall for Rat- 
ner, Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) says he will now demand that May- 
or Bloomberg void a separate $205-million 
city subsidy promised to the project. 

“There is no justification for padding out a 
private company’s bottom line,” said Yassky. 

The developer offered a “no comment” 
for this story. A spokesman for Spitzer said 
the governor wouldn’t comment on the leg- 
islation until it gets to his desk — which 
would happen after the state Senate’s ex- 
pected passage of it next month. 

With others calling for Spitzer to step in, 
Borough President Markowitz — the project’s 
highest-profile booster — refused to comment 
on the Ratner exemption, saying only that he 
is “studying the legislation to see the implica- 
tion on affordable housing in Brooklyn,” said 
his spokeswoman, Laura Sinagra. 
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And now, 
Who's on 
First? 


I F YOU THINK LOU COSTELLO WAS CONFUSED 
when he was listening to Bud Abbott trying to explain 
the strange names on his favorite team, you should see 
Cyclones fans struggle to figure out who’s on their team at 
the start of each season. 

Even though the Cyclones traditionally bring back several 
players from the previous year’s squad, the line-up is mostly 
new each season. 

In the hope that you’ll be less befuddled than Costello, 
here’s our annual Cyclones edition of the old “Who’s On 
First” routine. 

Who’s On First? 

Lucas "Zippity" Duda, a 6-foot-4 lefty power hitter 
from University of Southern California, has been platooning 
with Jason Jacobs, a right-handed hitter who represented 
the Cyclones at the All-Star game, albeit as a catcher. 

There’s hope for Duda. Tom Seaver also went to USC. 
Jacobs is a cool dude. Even though he was batting just 
.133, he remained upbeat during an interview in the Cy- 
clones’ dugout before the June 25 game against Aberdeen. 

He talked about how much he loves living in Marine 
Park, and enjoying seeing kids play baseball in the neighbor- 
hood. He promptly took the field and went 0-3. Then, in his 
fourth at-bat, he hit a 400-foot triple to drive in the winning 
run. Flustered? No way. 

What’s On Second? 

He wears Number 38, and his name is Schilling. Same 
number. Same spelling as Boston’s star right-hander. 

No relation. 

So Micah Schilling must at least be a fan of Red Sox 
pitcher Curt Schilling, right? 

“Not really,” said Brooklyn’s Schilling. “I was originally 
given uniform Number 7, but that’s Fonzie’s number, so they 
took that back. They gave me Number 38 because it was the 
only jersey left that fit.” 

OK, he doesn’t have the Red Sox Schilling’s genes, but he 
does have a fine pedigree. He was selected in the first round 
by Cleveland in 2002. 

That means a lot of people figured him as a future major 
leaguer. Talent delayed is still talent. Watch him. 

I Don’t Know— Third Base 

“I don’t know,” is what Zach Lutz must be saying after 
breaking his ankle in his first game as a Cyclone. Unfortu- 
nately, it’s wait ’til next year for this promising fifth-round 

The good news is that his replacement, J.R. Voyles, has 
been an early season revelation. Beginning with a game-win- 
ning homer after taking over for Lutz in the season-opener, 
Voyles has displayed power — two homers — and he’s hit- 
ting .370. 

I Don’t Give a Darn— Short 

The Cyclones shortstop does give a dam. Matt 
Bouchard practically lived at the indoor baseball facility 
near his home in Rhode Island, and loaded pitching ma- 
chines so he could get extra time in the batting cages. 

He attended Georgetown — a great school for diplomats 
and finance, but not so great for shortstops. But the Hoya is 
hoping to change that reputation. 

A bunch of his Georgetown classmates are interning on 
Wall Street this summer, and planning to visit Keyspan Park 
to cheer Bouchard on. This guy can pick it at shortstop, but 
can he hit? If not, at least it won’t be from lack of effort. 

Why— Left Field 

Can a guy from St. John’s University make it in Brook- 
lyn? Why not? Will Vogl, briefly a Cyclone last year, is be- 
ing given a chance, and he’s seizing it by the throat. A center 
fielder in college, he goes back well on a ball and, major lea- 
guers be warned, he catches fly balls with two hands, just as 
they teach in Little League. 

He’s been batting third so far, and can inside-out the ball 
to right. 

Because— Center Field 

His name is Reyes. He’s from the Dominican Republic. 
And he’s fast. But, alas, Raul Reyes is not related to the 
Mets’ Jose Reyes. But the Cyclones’ Reyes has all five tools: 
he can hit, hit for power (eventually), run, throw and catch. 
The Mets hierarchy loves his swing and overall potential. 

“He was hurt in extended spring training,” said Cyclones’ 
manager Edgar Alfonzo. “So he’s straggling right now be- 
cause this is still spring training for him, and he needs to get 
his timing.” 



Abbott and Costello didn’t have a right-fielder, but the 
Cyclones do: Ender Chavez, who was a popular Cyclones 
during the 2002 and 2003 seasons. Chavez was signed as a 
free agent after he had passport problems and the Washing- 
ton Nationals dropped him. 

He probably won’t be in Brooklyn all summer, but he’s 
here to get in shape, and to help Brooklyn win. Maybe not in 
that order. 

Today— Catcher 

Yasmil Bucce (pronounced Boo-Say — so if he’s booed, 
who could tell?) was at Kingsport in 2005 and sat out last 
season recovering from surgery on his arm. 

He’s solid defensively. Will he hit? He’s batting .120, so 
the answer, for now, is no. 

Tomorrow— Pitcher 

‘Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow” — sounds like 
the wail of a losing manager. But you’ll have to wait until 
our next issue to hear about the hurlers. 

CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week Ed Shakespeare channels his ancient ancestor 
and namesake by writing in iambic pentameter. This week, he 
observes the 80th birthday of the Cyclone rollercoaster, which 
hit the mark on June 26. 

You know, the Cyclone still always will be 
Like baseball. Needing certain sounds, it takes 
Material so natural, you see? 

To give the sound we crave, the shakes it makes. 

The crack of bats in baseball sounds so good. 

Like Cyclone frame, the best of things are wood. 


BROOKLYN CYCLONES COVERAGE 


Nuts! Lutz on the sidelines 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

After running off the field with 
an apparent injury in the Cyclones 
first game of the season, it turns 
out that Zach Lutz — the third 
baseman who many thought was 
going to be the offensive spark- 
plug the team didn’t have last sea- 
son —will be out for at least a 


month with a hair-line fracture of 
his right foot. 

The injury occurred when he got 
his cleat caught in the infield dirt 
trying to beat out a single. He didn’t 
make it to first — he made it to the 
DL. 

He graciously signed autographs 
for fans before Cyclones games this 
week, but Lutz would rather be us- 
ing a bat and glove rather than 


crutches and a cast. 

“It stinks. I really want to be out 
there,” said Lutz, a fifth-round draft 
pick of the Mets this year. “But I 
have to be careful now so I can 
come back healthy and help the 

With Lutz out, Cyclones infielder 
J.R. Voyles has taken his place on 
the field and has done an amazing 
job, hitting .421 with seven RBIs 


through the team’s first six games, 
giving Brooklyn the offensive lift it 

“[Lutz] is a great player, and can 
do many things for us,” Alfonzo 
said. “But he’s going to be out for a 
while. Voyles is a good player, 
though, who can fill a variety of 
roles for us. He can hit behind run- 
ners, has good speed and plays good 
defense. I’m not worried at all.” 


Guitar heroes of Cyclones 

KJ— — —I— 1—1—1 — P By Patrick Hickey Jr. Jm ^luj * 


Superstition 
is the way 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Ballplayers can be superstitious people. 
Mets pitcher Oliver Perez refuses to step 
on the foul line. Wade Boggs ate chicken 
before games. Turk Wendell used to brush 
his teeth between innings. 
Roger Clemens always 
rubs the forehead on the 
Babe Ruth monument at 
I | Yankee Stadium before 

pitching. And Ty Cobb 
had this quaint pre-game 
ritual of sharpening his 
spikes to inflict maximum 

Cyclones reliever Grady Hinchman isn’t 
superstitious. True, he never puts on his uni- 
form shirt or his cleats until the sixth inning 
and he never has his arm uncovered before a 
game, but that doesn’t make him supersti- 
tious, does it? 

“It’s just my routine,” he said the other 
day. “Baseball is all about routines.” 

That’s what Boggsy used to say. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 



By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A bunch of guys sitting 
around a TV playing video 
games all night can make any 
outsider feel like a part of the 
group. Just ask the Brooklyn 
Cyclones, who have been us- 
ing the Playstation 2 game 
“Guitar Hero” as a way to 
bring together the entire team 
— especially the 11 players 
who joined the team two 
weeks ago after the draft. 

“The guys have been playing 
it since extended spring train- 
ing,” said catcher Jason Jacobs. 
“There’s still a ton of ‘Guitar 
Hero’ going on in the dorm.” 

Using a replica guitar/video- 
game controller with buttons in- 
stead of strings or frets, the 
Guitar Hero player assumes the 
role of a lead guitarist of his fa- 
vorite rock band. The game, 
sports fans, is a pop-culture 
phenomenon since it was re- 
leased two years ago. 

“I played that game all 
through college and I’m happy 
we have it,” said reliever Dylan 
Owen, a recent arrival to the 
squad. “It’s one of those games 
someone can get addicted to 
pretty easily to if he’s not care- 



The 2001 Cyclones 

Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar, 
zo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that the 
2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. Here': 
how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 


2001 

2006 

(Through nine games) 

(Through nine games) 

Record: 4-5 

Record: 7-2 

Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 

The Cyclones win their first 

Starter Dylan Owen threw 

game ever, 2-1 over 

five innings of no-hit ball. 

Jamestown, thanks to 

pacing the Clones to a 7-3 

strong pitching from stater 

win over the pesky Ab- 

Chad Bowen and reliever 

erdeen Ironbirds. J.R. 

Matty Gahan. Edgar Ro- 

Voyles added a homer. 

driguez hit the first home 


run in franchise history. 




ful. But it’s a great way to just 
relax and hang out.” 

Given that the Cyclones have 
outscored their opponents 29-19 
through their first week, the bond- 
ing is clearly working — though 


much work still needs to be done. 

“It has been a cool way to get 
to know my new teammates,” 
said reliever Will Morgan. “I 
have to practice at it though — 
I’m horrible.” 



High Mets draft choice Zach Lutz played five 
innings with the Cyclones before a broken 
right foot ended his season. 



TRIPLE-THREAT COVERAGE 

a fa* 


Visit us online at www.BrooklynPaper.com 
everyday for video highlights, interviews, 
updated rosters, standings and 
everything you'd ever want to know 
about the Brooklyn Cyclones. 


www.BrooklynPaper.com 


For Pignatano and McDevitt, second last pitch 



At Keyspan Park, Brooklyn Dodger legends Danny McDevitt 
(left) and Joe Pignatano recreate the last pitch ever at Ebbets 
Field, 50 years ago. 


By Ed Shakespeare 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It was in a Brooklyn ball- 
park. Danny McDevitt was on 
the mound, and Joe Pignatano 
was catching. McDevitt threw 
a pitch down and in. 

Those events were exactly 
the same on Sept. 24, 1957, and 
on June 24, 2007, 50 years later 
(short three months, but who’s 
counting?). 

Everything else had changed. 

Fifty years ago, the Dodgers 
had announced their move to 
Los Angeles, and many fans 
knew that the game on Sept. 24 
would be the fabled franchise’s 
last in Brooklyn. 

Other fans thought the 
Dodgers would be saved with a 
last minute reprieve. They’re still 
waiting. 

Only 6,673 fans bothered to 
show up for what would be the 
Dodgers final game at Ebbets 
Field. 

The Pirates were the opposi- 
tion, but nobody cared about that. 
The Dodgers had suffered a poor 
season on the field and at the gate. 

The final game was like a fu- 
neral. And McDevitt pitched his 


heart out, shutting out Pitts- 
burgh, 2-0. 

Roy Campanella had started 
the game for the Dodgers be- 
hind the plate, and Pignatano 
caught the last four innings. 

Pignatano grew up a mile 
from Keyspan Park, on West 
15th Street. He was a rookie 
with the Dodgers in ’57, and he 
was grateful to make the team, 
his hometown club. 

“As far as I was concerned, I 
was happy as a clam because I 
was born and raised in Brook- 
lyn, and I’d been here all my 
life,” said Pignatano. McDevitt 
was also a rookie that year. 

“I’d heard about Joe Pig- 
natano all my life and I wanted 
to play baseball with him,” said 
McDevitt, drawing laughs at 
needling his former teammate. 

McDevitt had fewer memo- 
ries of that last home game. 

“I don’t remember a whole 
lot,” he said. “And this has tak- 
en on a life of its own over the 
years. At the time, I didn’t know 
the significance of the game. I 
was just a dumb left-hander.” 

Pignatano remembered the 
game well. 


He’s the 'Kins’ °f Keyspan Park 


The Brooklyn Paper 

You know him as the anti-immigra- 
tion, pro-war, New York Times-hating 
congressman from Long Island, but at 
Keyspan Park, Rep. Peter King (R-Long 
Island) is a regular. 

The 14-year lawmaker was milling 
about on the grass before the game Sunday, 
taking advantage of his VIP status to 


schmooze with Joe Pignatano and Danny 
McDevitt, who were the battery for the 
very last pitch thrown at Ebbet’s Field in 
1957. McDevitt and Piggy recreated the 
pitch before the game. 

“I’m a phenomenal Dodger fan from 
way back,” King said. “These guys played 
in the last Dodger game in Brooklyn. Well, 
I was at the second to last game.” 

King said he comes to “three or four” 


Cyclone games every season, and added 
that a scene in his 9-11-themed novel, “Veil 
of Tears,” was set at the Boardwalk and 
mentions how the Cyclones’ inaugural sea- 
son was cut short by the terror attack. 

Later, a man came over and told his 
daughter to pose for a photo with the con- 
gressman. 

“That’s a real patriot over there,” the 
man said. — Cersh Kuntzman 



“He [McDevitt] pitched one 
heck of a game — and a shut- 
out to boot,” Piggy said. 

Pignatano — who became a 
coach after his playing days were 
over, serving as Gil Hodges's 
right-hand man with the Wash- 



Rep. Peter King at Keyspan. 


ington Senators and the Mets — 
was pleased at the ceremony, 
which included the unveiling of a 
permanent banner on the press 
box railing commemorating Pig- 
natano and McDevitt’s last pitch 
at Ebbets Field. 

“Half of the crowd here is 
my family,” he joked.Tt does- 
n’t get any better.” 

Pignatano thought the Ebbets 
Field fans didn’t get any better 

“The fans were knowledge- 
able and they were great. The 
field wasn’t very big. The playing 
field was close to the stands. We 
were like their babies, their kids. 
And when we left, you’d have 
thought they’d lost their kids.” 
The Dodgers move to Los 
Angeles had an effect on 
McDevitt, too. 

“[All the parties] in LA prob- 
ably cut my career short by 15 
years,” laughed McDevitt. 


Cyclones first week is just smashing 


Cyclones 6 
Yankees 1 

Thur., June 21 at Keyspan 
The Clones jumped all over 
Yankee pitching, scoring two runs 
in the first, thanks to a bases-loaded 
single by second-year Cyclone Ja- 
son Jacobs and a single by center 
fielder Raul Reyes. A Yankee error 
in the second led to three Cyclones 
runs. Cyclone starter Todd Privett 
worked three shutout innings be- 
fore a two-hour rain delay. 

Cyclones 3 
Renegades 0 

Fri., June 22 at Hudson Valley 
Starter Nick Carr tossed six 
two-hit innings, striking out 10 
batters. Reliever Dan McDonald 
followed with two no-hit innings 
and Steve Clyne pitched the ninth 
for the save. The offense started 
early, thanks to a Raul Reyes 



Hudson Valley Renegade renegade Herny Wrigley is tagged 
out by Cyclone second-baseman Micah Schilling trying to 
stretch a single into a double in early action on Sunday. 


homer in the second off rehabbing 
major-leaguer Doug Waechter. Hot 
hitting J R. Voyles added a run on a 
sacrifice fly in the third. 

Cyclones 6 
Renegades 2 

Sat, June 23 at Keyspan 
Starter Tim Stronach was not 
perfect, but he didn’t have to be, 
thanks to two RBIs each from 
sluggers J.R. Voyles and Raul 
Reyes and catcher Yasmil Bucce. 
Voyles is now batting .538 since 
replacing bonus baby Zach Lutz, 
who went down with an injury in 
the opening game of the season. 
His two-run double off the left- 
field wall in the fourth put 
Brooklyn in the lead for good. 
Reliever Steve Cheney was great 
(3 IP, 0 R), but was saved by a 
stupendous grab by left fielder 
Brandon Kawal. Will Morgan 
pitched a scoreless ninth. 


Renegades 5 
Cyclone 1 

Sun., June 24 at Keyspan 
Joe “Grim” Leaper’s fine start 
went off the rails in the fifth, when 
center fielder Raul Reyes mis- 
played a fly ball into a double. The 
error opened the floodgates. 

Cyclones 5 
Ironbirds 4 

June 25, at Keyspan 

The Cyclones won in dramat- 
ic fashion, scoring two runs in 
the bottom of the eighth, as re- 
lievers held Aberdeen scoreless 
for the last six innings. Though 
starter Nick Waechter gave up 
four runs over the first three in- 
nings, the Cyclones stayed in the 
game, thanks to a three-run, two- 
out rally in the bottom of the sec- 
ond, including Lucas Duda’s 
RBI double. In the eighth, Ender 


Chavez beat out an infield single 
and eventually scored on a 
groundout. Later, Will Vogl 
scored on Jason Jacobs’s RBI 

Cyclones 7 
Ironbirds 3 

June 26, at Keyspan 

Starting pitcher Dylan Owen 
threw a no-hitter through five in- 
nings — and was lifted from the 
game when he reached his pitch 
count. In the first, after an RBI 
by second baseman Micah 
Schilling in the first, J.R. Voyles 
homered to left, for his second 
of the season. The Clones added 
single runs in the second and fifth 
(thanks to Jason Jacobs’s single). 
The Clones added three insur- 
ance runs in the eighth, thanks to 
a Matt Bouchard RBI single and 
an error. Dan McDonald pitched 
a perfect ninth in relief. 
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Plumbing 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.COm Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate A31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 



Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


Basements -Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


CMMC W S WMPMBSS etBHnn 

_ . CW28/31-23 

Save the Planet. Recycle. 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 



A Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 



J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 ass 


Telephone Svc. 


TELEPHONE JACKS 


INSTALLATION/REPAIR 


Business & Residential 

$7 5 Per Jack 

(Verizon charges $201 /Jack) 

917-482-5135 
71 8-528-761 5 ^ 


Tree Service 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal, topping, prun- 
ing, trimming, stump removal, 

Free estimates. 

Call Carlos 888-727-3235 



Free Estimates 



718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Windows 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A28 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom^TnfowTnstailation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

Shop open to public Sat. only 9-4 
42 1 8 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 

Ww£mbip’siml959 


More — w 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
in the next column 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


REAL ESTATE 


AGENTS 


Selling in Brooklyn 
and buying in 
Staten Island? 



Anthony Licciardello 

Licensed. Saks Associate 

718-9244856 
718-979-3400 x 286 




APARTMENTS 


Bensonhurst - Lg 3 BR Duplex/2 
Br, 2 Ba. New kit appl. high ceil- 
ings W/D Terrace Central Heat/AC, 
$2900/2100 718-679-1242 Realtor Fee 

Park Slope - Lux. 1 BR Pre war Brown- 
stone. Hdwd floors Mint Wash & Dryer 
& more 1 blk to 7th ave & park $2000 
718-679-1242 Realtor Fee 


MLL1 — 

5 Apartments & Rooms Direct from Owners! 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


Artist/Writer Studio Space 

$210 to $375- Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Includes 

dust, smell. Join Us! 

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Park Slope South 


a 718-369-4156 


For Sale 

Townhouse Coop. 3 floors. 


AFFORDABLE 
GETAWAY HOMES 
UNDER 300,000! 

Example: 1800s farmhouse, 
5 acres. 4BR, 2 BA. Horse 
barn. Stream, pond. 

Near by Berkshires. $259,000 

Beachandbartolo.com 

Beach & Bartolo Realtors 

(518) 392-2700 


HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


390 CHARLTON AVENUE 



Charlton Ave 
Grange, NJ 07 
(Scotland Rd. to Irving) 


Why squeeze your family into a tiny 2 bedroom Apt when you can spread 
out in a 7 bed/4.5 bath home with a large fenced yard, beautifully renovated 
and upgraded. From South Orange, you can be in NY Penn Station in 
32 minutes! ! ! (Faster than by Subway to Midtown.) 


Kf/kiHs 


(973) 980-3147 Cell 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 



LAND AVAILABLE 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 
(718)858-6100 


FLORIDA AGENTS 


If you work from home, you can work at the Beach 

www.nvfraninflorida.conn 


CONDOS 



1PM TO 5PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 

Amenities: Doorman, 24 Hour-concierge service, shutde service, steps away 
from train and bus, on-site parking, luxurious finishes in kitchens & 
baths, washer/diyer in every unit, balcony in every unit, common gardens, 
fitness center, top of the line appliances, Kohler fixtures & so much more! 

For more information, please call (718) 237-4360 
Or visit us at www.bridgeviewtower.com 


LAND AVAILABLE 


Rewind, Relax, Retreat... 



+ JC TREE SERVICE * 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work 

• Tree Removal 
senior * Stump 
discount Grinding 

• Pruning 


* 


Free Load 
Of WOOd SE habla 
C hips ESPANOL 


S 718 896 2158 - 



TREE AH 


lii. n Bn. Hi 


PP-ll 

■ Ki-mriK 


nusi-nu 

TiatmvTftEE 

A Division ofDragonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1 875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 


Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


Exp. Dentists 
8c Specialists 

Vital Dent is accepting resumes for 
our upcoming office in Brooklyn 
Hts. Great Compensation, Great FT 


jdias@vitaldentus.com or fax 

212-668-5252 


Heights, where vehicle is c 
raged. Early morning start fi 
days a week. Must be puntu 
steady, and have a knowled 
of NYC and the airports. 

Michael Tucker 
(212) 901-2660 


Housekeeper 

Prospect Park Assisted Living 
Facility has immediate open- 
ing for PT housekeeper for 
Saturdays and Sundays. Hours 
are 8am-4pm to do general 
cleaning. Please contact Chris 
Rothaug at 718-622-8400, or 
stop by to fill out an application. 

One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

EOE W26 


www.brooklynpaper.com 




SERVICES 


© 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized _> Center a: 


Attorneys 


Facing Divorce? ER31 

Get An Experienced Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property- 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, RC. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


CLIPandSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 



• Auto/Bus/Trair 

• Trips & Falls 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents , _ _ , , ^ 

• Construction Accidents “-(•) 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 
• tax planning and preparation 



° P Park S°ope Office 96 

718-788-3913 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE 
OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Computers 


Free 
Onsite 
Survey 

VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 



To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 

Upgrades, Repair and General 
Maintenance, On-site Service - Se habla 
espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz *42 


Systems Engineer 

Computers'^' Network Solutions. 
All computer hardware crashes, 
repairs, viruses & spyware removal, 
forgotten passwords, restoration 


718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 

dimalt@hotmail.cor 


Merchandise For Sale 


Bedroom Set For Sale 
5 pc Brass & Porcelain 
Queen Bed w/End Tables 
3 pc Chest Drawers w/Mirror 
Asking only $200 
Mint Condition. Must See 
Call 718-614-7223 427 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

5 LOOKING TO BUY 


ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Private Investigator 


Private 

Investigator 

Find anyone, anywhere 
Flat fee $1 00 

(718)318-4393 





of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date ol 
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Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

■ Refrigerators ■ 

■ Air Conditioners • 

• Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


Leinster 

Contracting 


Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

■ From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

■ Construction Management - 
General Contracting 

■ Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11 21 7 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


Specializing in tile jobs - large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


Carpet Cleaning 


50X Cleaner & 20X Drier 

• Wall-to-Wall Carpet 
• Upholstery ■ Area Rugs 
■ Tile & Grout Cleaning 
• Hardwood Floor 
Cleaning & Refinishing 
For a free demo visit 

preferredcarpetcleaning.com 

LICENSED • INSURED 

718-343-1424 


Gas & Oil Violations Com 


718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


&Surrounging Areas 
David Contreras (917)716-3437 
david@heightscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

We clean offices apartment buildings, 
stores, restaurants, medical centers & 


We do quality work. 

718-265-2804 
marirc6§aol.com *4? 


718-279-3334 A28 

ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move in Clean-up 
Office • Residential • General 

718-573-4165 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Til 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 

:i t I 

; 


Premier Bath, Inc. 

1-866-399-8827 

mierbathsiiK.com for Special Savings 



Everything for your bath and kitche 

Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


336 9th Street °P en 7 days a week 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

• Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love 

MAX@W0RIL 



/Ad-ways 

exuediiA.Oj you,K W-feAtaHoxks 


, , FACE LIFT 
^CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors ■ Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 
a3 1-23 Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 A 

Senior Citizen Discount 
F"\ Licensed & Insured 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS - RESIDENTIAL PRC 

JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation ■ New Construction 
Custom Design 

SE J 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 

Interior Exterior 


WWW.JTCASSOC.COM 

Ph: (718) 857-2900 4i 

L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen ■ Bathroom ■ Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 

Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wright 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 
Electrical • Plumbing • Demolition 
Painting • Flooring • Wall Tiling 
Replacement Windows 

“fop 917-416-5997 


A&l Modern 
Renovation 


9 t 7-70 1 -3398 


FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)729-0202 

(646)220-6368 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small’’ 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 

cense # 904813 • Insun 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


Cor 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS •REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

ritchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
View previous projects @ 
www.knockoutrenovation.com 

718-745-0722 A30 

BMU CONSTRUCTION 

Sheetrocking, Framing 
Carpentry, Taping, Master 
Ceramic Tile Plastering, 
Rocking, Stucco Siding. 

516-603-3142 

Fully Insured WM28 


Visit us online at: www.brooklynpaper.com 


CAvantQ “ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• c'urtom'Ktehens J°b s are Owner Supervised ’. R S y*" g 9 

• Finished Basements VVe have been -Windows 

• Custom Carpentry doing a great job -Additions 

"mDo™ for ° Ver ten Y earS . Raters 

. p a„,n g 718-375-8292 — d 

O D I I 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


Lie #114276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 




A* Chris Mullins 

General Contracting ^9 


718-276-8558 A37 

S & M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 
Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates • Call Masir 
Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 

Lie# 11 20526 & Insured A37 


Brownstone Restoration Specialist 

Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 

Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured ■ Lic#1252474 A31 



BfOBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


i/v.BobTekElectrical.com 
or Repair Everything Electric 
CALL NOW... Help is On the Way! ^ 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

in repair and upgrades 
.re 1980 
vailable. 

: $25. 

Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJ on.com 


so 90% ol 

• Techniciai 
of older h< 

• Saturday i 


• Mention this ad and say 

Christopher John 


DECKS 


by Bart 


A. 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


— mi NAM - — 
DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 
Complete House Removal 


Demolition 


Cleanouts Boiler Removal Backyards Etc 

FREE ESTIMATES!! tfh 

www.NMDemoUtion.com W 

(718) 351-6273 ia 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


A+ Exterminating 
Technology 


(718)633-1859 


I t 


Residential & 

Commercial 

Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 



Free Installation 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 

ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 
Ornamental Steel, 

NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles to Choose From 


Floor Maintenance' 


All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1 50/SQ.FT. 

$2.50/SQ.FT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR A26 

MICOLOSI & NICOLOSI 

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

Sanding, installation & repairs 
Bleaching, pickling & staining!! 

RELIABLE 8t INSURED 

18 Years Experience 


(5161593.0022 

(7181227.2074 ' (718)843.2400 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


MfycZH P 0 ' 2 7Da| Service 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation 'Repairs 
•Scraping 'Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 

(917) 881-1728 


3 


It’s Summer! Keep your 
garden blooming! 
Jen Service 

Annuals, perrennials, installations, 
Brownstones, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens & containers 

Visit our Shop: Tue-Sun 
479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5 121 
www.gardendig.com 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 


LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 


• Rock Garden • Lot Cleaning 


ive Old Things I 

c> 

al Gold Leaf A 


Professional Gold Leaf Architectural, 
Furniture and Restoration Gilding 

David Faden 718.399.3; 



ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 


Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

Use The Company with the Scientific Approach 


/:• 

' (718)443-9134 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


SAM THE GLAZIER 

■ Fire Damage Repair ■ Windows 

• Furniture Tops • Mirror 

• Plexi Glass • Plate 

• Skylights • Sash 

at Wilson and Myrtle Aves. 

(718) 452-4451 


KBM Contracting 


V '1fRII ISTIM4T| ed 
(718) 763-0379 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 „„ 


tiiffi- 


FREE ESTIMATES 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntry 
Masonry • Plastering 

Paper Hanging 


Cerar 


le Work 


PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE* ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 
rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.ee 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


^HiTyoLTni 


3gjj| 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


a wmi 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Avail. Commercial 
& residential. We carry building insurance. All 
service. Wknds. avail., packing supplies, van 

^^843^17 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


On 


Estim 


718 484-7514 


Movers (Licensed) 


mS Licensed & insured «S B 

wwwArikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TQP P HAT MOVERS ™ 


T* 


Interiors 

Painting. Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering. Paper Hanging 

718.522.3534 

www. j pi nteriors.com 


G. 


likrl 

718-439-7309 



718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

|£= rib ZZ 

Licensed & Insured 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


FAST REPAIR INC. 


(71 8) 258-4600 (71 8) 645-0089 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
» m Plumbing H 9 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $ ... 


A FLOW WATER MECHANICAL CORP. 

All types of Plumbing, Heating 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 17 























































